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Elgin Men Were Prisoiters 
of Louis Riel in Winnipeg 
MoreThan Eighty Yea% Ago 
Late Adam W. Graham Left Diary Kept In Old Fort Garry 

Th^t Details Exciting Experiences During Red 
River Rebellion; Feared For His Life 

A few . months ago, a national 
.magazine published two articles 

. purported to throw new light on 
the character of Louis Kiel, the 
leader of the Northwest Rebel
lions and the French-Canadian 
•who sought to rule Western Can
ada and to prevent Governor Mc-
Dougall coming in and opening 
the territory to new settlers. 

St. Thomas and Elgin County 
had a few citizens who undoubt
edly would have something to say 

rPHE LATE A D A M W. GRA-
HAM, from whose diary, 

kept in old Fort Garry, the ac-

later some one passing heard him 
call out, 'For God's sake take me 
out of here!' Riel was told and 
he sent some one with a revolver, 
some say a knife, to put an end 
to Scott's sufferings. Such is 
history. 

"Let me here say that I was 
over four weeks in Scott's com
pany in Fort Garry' ja i l and I 
found him quiet, c iv i l and always 
gentlemanly. Why Riel should 
say he was a bad man I could 
never learn. 

" M E E T T H E P R E S I D E N T " 
"The news of Scott's death sent 

a chill through every heart, and 
my father, brother and I decided 
to return to Ontario until the 
trouble was over. We went to 
Winnipeg where we found sever
al others preparing to leave. We 
were told we must get a pass 
from Riel, so on March 10, 1870, 
we went up to the Fort to see 
Riel to get the pass. 

"As we neared the Fort, we 
saw the place where Scott had 
been shot to death. His blood 
still stained the snow. As we 
were admitted through the gate 
by the guard we saw a fresh dug 
grave to the left with a cannon 
carriage straddling i t . This, we 
were told, was Scott's grave. 

"We were directed to the build
ing where we would find Riel. 
A clerk sat by a desk. We asked 
to see Riel, who was in another 
room, with Bishop Tache, who 
had just returned from Rome. I 
arose and said, 'Mr. Riel, we have 
called to get passes to leave the 
country, .<Riel became very 



on the subject, were they alive 
today. One of them was Adam 
W. Graham, veteran nurseryman 
and horticulturist of St. Thomas 
and for many years a member of 
the old composite school board 
representing Elgin County. 

Mr. Graham, his father, Samuel 
Graham, and brother, William 
Graham, went to what is now 
Manitoba to seek their fortunes, 
and wound up' by .two of them 
being prisoners of' jlJel and his 
Tebels in old Fort tiarry during 
the winter of 1869-70: The daily 
entries ih the diary' 'that Adam 
Graham kept during that exciting 
period of his life read like a 
piece of abs|)rbing fiction, wi th 
plenty of s u s p ^ e and stirring 
adventure. Thffi:vfood much of 
the time was pefeimican (dried 
•buffalo meat) and tea, and they 
slept crowded in cold cells to use 
Mr. Graham's expression "like 
herring in a box." 

The Grahams were AWborough 
Township people. They left for 
Portage la Prairie, Manitoba, on 
July 4, 1869, and they literally 
walked into the Red River Re* 
bellion, for the 500 mile journey 
from St. Cloud, Minnesota, was 
made the hard way with a horse 
and light wagon .carrying their 
goods and chattels. 

The Graham brothers started 
from Portage la Prairie back to 
Winnipeg on November' 29, 1869, 
and on December 7, were taken 
prisoners. I t was not unti l Feb
ruary 16, 1870, that they were 
released through the joint efforts 
of the Portage Company, Dr. H. 

, Schultz, in charge of government 
stores and provisions at Portage. 
la Prairie, and relieving forces 
from Stonefort. 

Released from Fort Garry, the 
Grahams started on the long trek 
back to their Ontario homes. 

The entries in Mr. Graham's 
diary, starting wi th February 18, 
1870, are illustrative of the type 
of man Riel and his associates 
were. Mr. Graham wrote: "We 
learn for certain that the Portage 
Company are locked up in our' 
old rooms. They were told b y 
G'Donahue who was at the head 
of the mounted French that as 
the prisoners had been released 
and the trouble was over, Riel 
wished to have'a friendly con
versation'with them.' They fol
lowed the French within the Fort; 
wal l where they were disarmed 
and locked up. ^ 

SHOOTING O F _ a C , O J T L _ _ 
"In the Portage Company cap

tured by Riel were 47 men. Two 
of them (some say four) were*, 
sentenced to death by Riel and 
his associates. They were Major 
Boulton, in command of the Por
tage .Company, and Thomas 
Scott, who had escaped from ja i l 
on January 10, and returned with 
the Portage Company to effect 
our release. Through the influ
ence of Donald Smith, Rev., Mr. 
Young and Archdeacon McLean 
and the pleadings of Mr. and Mrs. 
Sutherland, whose son had been 
shot and killed on the Red River 
ice by a Freench half-breed on 
February 16, the life of Major 
Boulton was spared, but all these 
influences could not save Thomas 
Scott who, Riel said, Vas a bad 
man and must die.' 

•piON. HUGH RICHARDSON, 
senior judge of the North

west Territories, who tried Louis 
Riel, and who sentenced the not
ed rebel to death. Judge Richard
son's remains rest in the old St. 
Thomas Church graveyard in 
Walnut streef, St. Thomas, he 
having been the father of the 
wife of Judge C. O. Ermatinger, 
of Elgin County. 

angry and said, <If you wish to 
see Mr. Riel you w i l l have to go 
five miles from here; I am the 
president. I w i l l see that you do 
not starve for the next six weelcs. 

" I think the clerk understood 
my feelings for he.gave us passes 
to get out of the Fort. After we 

' g o t through the gate I walked 
^ fast and so lightly I hardly felt 

my feet touch the ground. 
"We went to see Dr O'Donnell, 

who was in favor witu Riel, and 
next day he got us the passes, 
and on March 12, we left "Winni-. 
peg on our return journey with'-
horse and sleigh." 

Traffic For 
Parade Set 

I n order to avoid a traffic, com
plication on Wednesday afternoon, 
with the Centennial parade.moving 
west on Talbot street from the 
Timken area at the east entrance, 
and™—people—yoceediug—to the 
civic airport ih motor cars for 
the paratroopers' drop. Chief of 
Police Tom Rickwood plans to de
tour all eastbound" traffic via Wel
lington street to Fairview avenue, 
Yarmouth Heights, thence to No. 
3 Highway. 

By doing this, traffic conflict 
during the parade should be pret
ty well avoided. 

" I t w i l l take al l the police we 
can muster, but I think we can 
make this plan effective. Chief 
Richwood said. 

The . parade w i l l move west cn 
Talbot street to St. George street, 
then north on St. George street to 
the Athletic Park, where the pa
rade unit w i l l be lined up for in 
spection. 

Wednesday w i l l probably be the 
most congested day of the Centen
nial from the standpoint of traffic. 

N. Z. Prime Minister 



Scott who, EieZ said, Vas a bad 
man and must die.' 

"At noon on March 4, 1870. 
Scott was led outside the Fort 
•walls, blindfolded, accom-panied 
by Rev. Mr. Young. He was 
placed standing near his coffin, 
a rough board box. Five French 
half-breeds composed the f ir ing, 
party. They were half drunlc 
•with rum. A signal was given, 
five shots were fired, two bullets 
finding Scott's breast. He feU 
back on the snow, One of the 
party standing near,placed a re
volver to his bead and fired. He 
was thought dead. He was ptrt 
into his coffin and the coffin 
placed in one of the bastions of 
the Fort •walls. • Several,,bours 

N. Z. Prime Minister 
Denies U. S, Report 

W E L L I N G T O N . N.Z., Aug. 2 
(Re-uters) — Prime Minister Sidney 
Holland, commenting on a state
ment made in-San Francisco that 
Australia and New Zealaiid are 
ready to,provide 1,000,000 men for 
the defence of the Pacific, said his 
country "has entered into no such 
commitment." • • " 

Holland -was referring to a state
ment last n i | h t by Sir Percy Spen
der. Australian ambassador to the 
United States. Spender said the 
contribution of Anzac fighting men 
was obligatory under the terms of 
the existing mutual defence pacts. 
When-the United States committed 
its forces. Australia and New Zeal-
aad-also-jinover he said. 


