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When studying the history of the Talbot 
Settlement, the impact of the personality of 
Colonel Talbot, its founder and builder, is so 
great that one is apt to overlook the im
portance of others also concerned in its de
velopment Many men by their loyalty, valor, 
self-sacrifice, and vision, played an important 
part in shaping the destiny of the settlement. 

In front of the city hall in St. Thomas 
utands a plaque erected by the Archeological 
and Sites Board of Ontario to the memory 
of such a man. Daniel Rapelje was an early 
pioneer of the Talbot Settlement, whose dis
tinguished service to his country, and keen 
interest in the welfare of the settlement was 
deemed worthy of such honor. Blnally his 
deep concern for his fellow-man and his civic-
mindedness crystallized in the founding of th« 
eity of St. Thomas. 

Of Huguenot Blood 
Daniel Rapelje was of Huguenot blood and 

his family tree has Its roots far back In his
tory. Huguenot was a name given to the 
Protestants of France about the 16th century. 
According to Henry Ettienne, the word was 
a nickname given to them because they were 
accustomed to assemble at night to avoid 
trottbicr«t the gattr-of-Kiag IltiEo, • whom the 
people regarded as a spirit. A monk, in a 
sermon, declared that the Protestants should 
be called Huguenots, kinsmen of King Hugo, 
as they went out only at night as he did. The 
name became popular and stuck. 

In France, on Jan. 20, 1535, an edict was 
published ordering the extermination of these 
heretics. By 1620 all kinds of torture and 
persecution were prevalent, and their only hope 
of safety and freedom lay in migration. -

The numerous and reputable Rapelje family 
are descended from those that as early as the 
11th century possessed large estates in France, 
and ranked among the French nobility. Some 
of them were distinguished military leaders 
!n the Crusades. Others were noted for their 
political powers, and still others for tlieir 
JJTOfesslenal taieiit? When i^Eey "beanie vic
tims of papal animosity, safety lay In only 
ene course, migration. 

Thus in 1623, Joris Jansen de Rapelje with 
his wife, Catalyne Trlco, and his. two sons 
Daniel and Jeronimus, fled from Rochelle, 
France, on a Unity ship of the West India 
Company and came to America. They settled 
at Fort Orange and three years later pur
chased a tract of land from the Indians, on 
the present city of Brooklyn. They had been 
i i l k merchants in France and continued this 
line in America. Soon after their arrival the 
"de" was dropped from their name. Thus 
Joris Rapelje is the common ancestor of all 
Rapeljes in America. 

Aukiljsabee, which later became Kettle Creek. 
The pla^ . i s now Port Stanley, 

Daniel''Jllapelje received a grant of 200 
acres of land from Colonel Talbot, on the 
south side of the Talbot Road in the Township 
of Yarmouth, Daniel and Jerominus cut a 
sled track from the Creek to a point east of 
where the New York Central Railway track 
joins the top of the hill . Daniel built a log 
cabin on the hill and this became lot one, 
Yarmouth Township. A year later, in 1811, 
Col. Burwell surveyed the Talbot Road, which 
at this time was little better than a blazed 
trail. 

Another settler was David Mandeville, who 
also came from Long Point. His land, 200 
acres, was just west of that of Rapelje. He 
built his log house on the hill at the west 
end of the New York Central bridge. His 
name has been given to Mandeville Road in 
Elgin Court division, not far from Rapelje 
Street. 

On the Southwold side of the Talbot Road 
there were also a few settlers; David Secord, 
later Captain Secord, whose wife brought him 
news of the American approach In the War 
of 1812; Garret Oakes, Benjamin Oakes and 
Moses Rice. In all there were 12 families 
scattered along the Talbot Road at this point 
and the tiny hamlet was called Stirling. 

Daniel Rapelje had just become nicely es
tablished on his land when the war of, 1812 
broke out. The Americans decided to invade 
Canada. Rapelje immediately enlisted in the 
Middlesex militia, which was under the com
mand of Col. Talbot. I t was not a numerous 
force that Canada could raise to oppose the 
Americans. Canada owed Its comparative 
safety to two things; the difficulty of support
ing an American army In Canada, and the 
difficulty In locating the Canadian enemy. 

I t was not until 1814 that the Talbot Settle
ment really suffered at the hands of the Ameri- _ 
cans. On May 20 at 6 p.m. the Americans 
appeared before Port Talbot, Failing to find 
Col. Talbot at home they hurriedly gathered 
wEat loot tliey could and retired. Galbralth, 
the miller, had escaped from them and they 
feared he would give the alarm and their 
retreat would be cut off. 

Warned of the Invasion, Daniel Rapelje 
and a company of 30 men were ready to move 
against the enemy. They expected to meet 
another company, but due to a misunderstand
ing, failed to make connection. 

On Sept. 1, a party of militia, under Lieu t 
Rapelje, lay In ambush, near Sprlngbank. When 
the enemy appeared they fired on them from 
the heights above. Some were slain and the 
rest escaped under the guidance of the Ameri
can leader, Wcstbrook. 

Rapelje and his son George fought In the 

wheat and hay lay scattered over the fields, 
the corn had been taken from the corn crib, 
and the sheep and cattle slaughtered. 

* • * 
A short time before, Col. Talbot had given 

Rapelje, by this time a captain, a box of 
valuable papers with instructions to keep them 
safe at all costs. Feeling terribly responsible 
for these papers. Mrs. Rapelje considered 
various methods to keep them safe. She 
realized that i t would be a catastrophe for the 
enemy to discover them. She had had little 
warning of the attack but she showed the 
fibre of the pioneer woman. Her plan was 
very simple. She took the box of papers and 
placed it on the ground in the midst of several 
beehives where i t remained unmolested, thanks 
to the busy bees and a woman's ready w i t 

Built First Grist Mill 
At the conclusion of the war. Captain 

Rapelje returned to his farm and peacetime 
pursuits. I n 1815 he built the first grist mill 
at St Thomas, on a dam at the foot of the 
hill . Col. Talbot's mill had been destroyed 
during the war. In this way he eliminated the 
long trek to Long Point to get grain ground, 
David Caughill brought the stones for the 
mill from Catfish Creek in Malahide Town
ship. In return Rapelje presented him witfi"*** 
a 12-(iuart iron kettle which is still treasured 
by the Caughill family. 

I t was In 1817 that Daniel Rapelje did the 
thing for which he Is most noted. He divide* 
the front of his farm Into streets and building 
lots and offered the deed to anyone who would 
build on these lots a f i rm frame building. He 
name his new village St Thomas. The 
"Thomas" was after his close friend CoL 
Thomas Talbot, and added the "Saint" This 
name soon became accepted for the whole 
community. I n 1853 St Thomas became the 
county town of the newly-organized county of 
Elgin. Col. Talbot always referred to S t 
Thomas as his capital. 

Having got his little village under way, 
Daniel Rapelje then sold his grist mil l and 
purchased lot 11 on the south side of Talbot 
Road, on Yarmouth Heights. 

Gave Land for Church 
Daniel llapelje was keenly aware of the 

needs of the settlers, and he was very elvlc-
mlnded. For some time he had felt the acuta 
need for a church and a burying grounds In 
the settlement. Sometimes travelling mis
sionaries held services In the home, and Col. 
Talbot read the lessons in his home to such 
as came there. There was no official burying 
ground. The deceased were usually Interred 

Warned of Invasion 



Rapeljes in America. 

Migrated to Canada 
I n 1802, Daniel Rapelje with his wife, three 

children, and his brother Jeronimus left New 
York State to migrate to Canada. They 
travelled to the coast by ox-cart aind then up 
the coast by sail-boat They arrived first at 
Port Dover and then went on to Long Point 
They settled in the township of Woodhouse, 
In the County of Simcoe, and remained there 
eight years. During this time three more 
children were born. 

Again they decided to move on, and In 
May, 1810, they left Long Point and after a 
hazardous trip, arrived at the mouth of a 
creek emptying Into Lake Erie known as the 

Rapelje and his son George fought In the 
battle of Lundy's Lane, and neither were. In
jured. 

After CoLJEBQfitfiC'.i defeat and the death 
of Tecumseh at Moraviantown, mllltia were 
absent from their home, and there was a 
general lack of arms and adequate means of 
protection In the l l t t l* settlements. The Am
erican marauders were encouraged to take 
advantage of this and to plunder and even 
murder. In order to disorganize the militia by 
carrying off Its officers as prisoners of war. 

On the night of Nov. 17, some of this raga
muffin army camped not far from Rapelje's 
farm. He saw them In the distance, but failed 
to reach his home before they did. The 
bountiful harvest had just been gathered in 
with much rejoicing. By morning all was 
destroyed by the marauding desperadoes. The 

on their own farms. To meet this need, Daniel 
Rapelje, In 1820 deeded about two acres from 
his farm to the Bishop of Montreal to be 
used for the erection of a church and part 
for a burying grounds. The money considera
tion to make this transfer of land legal was 
five shillings. 

The deed was recorded In 1821 and the 
church was completed In 1824. I t was known 
as the Episcopal Church of S t Thomas. For 
years i t was regarded as the chief architectural 
ornament of the village, being early English 
Gothic revival style. I t was made of bricks 
which were formed of the clay In the valley 
and the wood was furnished by the surround
ing forest In 1825 the tower, steeple, and 
chancel were added, being a gift from Colonel 
Talbot I t was consecrated In 1833. 


