
Daniel Rapelje, First St. Thomas Settler, 
Came of Proud/ Historic Huguenot Stock 

The letter of Dr. G. E. Reaman, 
of the University of Waterloo. 
Waterloo, Ont., in Thursday's 
Times-Journal asking for infor
mation about people in Canada 
having Huguenot blood in their: 
veins, is of considerable Interest 
in St. Thomas and Elgin County. 
For Daniel Bapelje, the man,who 
first settled in what is now the 
city of St. Thomas, was of dis
tinguished Huguenot stock and 
many of his descendants are still 
living in the St. Thomas area. And 
a street in St. Thomas, in the re
cently-developed Elgin Court di-

ears his name, this honor 

having been betowed in 1952, wben-%he Elgin-St. Thomas Cen-tennlaj was observed. 
From Mrs. Mary (Wakefield) Rapelje, wife of the late Arthur Edgar Rapelje, a great grandson ^^Albert Edgar Rapelje; Daniel 

HJI^jelje; from Judge C. O. Erma-tinger's book, "The Talbot Regime" covering the history of the Talbot settlement, and from the history of the Province of Ontario (1615-1927) by Dr. Fred Landon and J. E. Middleton, we have been able to gather together something about those early Rapeljes and their origin. The Huguenots, a term of unknown ^ source applied bj' the Roman Catholics to the Protestants of France, followers of the doctrines of John Calvin, were active in the religious struggles in France during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Many at that time emigrated to America, among them the Rapelje family who arrived in 1623, settling in New York State. Their name in France was De Rapelje, but some time after arrival on this side of the ocean the "De" was dropped. In France the DeRapeljes were silk merchants and they continued in this line or business after coming to America. 
THEIR ARRIVAL" HEEE~ ' 

In the year 1802 Daniel Rapelje, with his wife and three children, and his brother, Jeronimus Rapelje, emigrated from New York state to Upper Canada, locating in the Long Point Settlement. In May, 1810, they with their possessions landed at the? mouth of Kettle Creek (now Port Stanley) and from there came north to take up 200 acres of land, granted to them by Order-in-Council of Dec. 7, 1809. This was Lot No. 1, in the township of Yarmouth, later to become the site of The viirage of St.Ttaomas. On-the opposite side of Kettle Creek, in Southwold township, David Mandeville, who also came from the Long Point Settlement, took up 200 acres of Crown land. Both built log houses. The name Mandeville has been bestowed on a street (Mandeville Road), in the Elgin Court divisiori not far from Rapelje street. Daniel Rapelje, besides being St. Thomas' first settler, was one of the community's most active citizens. In the war of 1812-14 at the time of the pillaging raid by the American troop.«; on Port Talbot, Colonel Thomas Talbot's home, he led a comp,any of 20 Yarmouth men who were called to reinforce men under Colonel Talbot's command. This was in the spring of 1814. Lieut. Rapel-je's company was not called into action. But when the American raiders returned in the fall Rapel-je's men lay in ambush for them near Delaware. As the Americans were passing along the Thames 

valley Rapelje's men opened fire on them from the heights above. The commander of thp enemy'.'; forces was reported to have been slain and the rest of the party escaped. 
DONATED SITE FOR CHURCH 

Another way in which Daniel Rapelje helped the neighborhood was when, in 1821, he deeded to the Bishop of Montreal a plot of two acres of ground from his farm for a church and burying ground and on this plot, in 1824, was erected the old St. Thomas (Anglican) Church, the oldest church now standing in the Talbot Settlement. The monetary consideration to make thetransfer of thi.s laad« legal was five shillings. 
In this well-kept cemetery, several members of the Rapelje family are buried. The Rapelje monument, a large flat stone, is located at the southwest corner of the churchyard. Some members of the Rapelje family had been interred there before the property was deeded over for burial purposes. 
Rapelje, in addition to his activities as a farmer and militiaman, conducted a grist mill in the Kettle Creek valley. 

HIS WIFE'S WISE ACT 
seems to have been a person of courage and wisdom. On the Americans' last raid to the district in the fall of 1814 they camped one night on the Rapelje farm and in the morning destroyed the buildings, scattered the wheat and grain over the fields, corn was taken out of the crib and the sheep slaughtered. But the bee hives remained. Colonel Talbot, a short time before, had left a box of valuable documents at the Rapelje home, with the instructions that they would be kept safe at. all hazards^ Knowing that tlie enemy would ransack; and destioy the buildangs, Mrs. Rapelje took the box and placed it on the ground between the beehives which were in the "hemp patch," where it remained unmolested— thanks, as Judge Ermatinger says in his book, to the busy bees and a woman's ready wit. 
WELL-KNOWN FAMILY 

As already stated, the name Rapelje is not an unfamiliar one in these parts. Mrs. Albert E. Rapelje, with whom The Times-" Journal conversed on Friday, resides with her son, Albert, on the 12th concession of Yarmouth (R.R. 6, St. Thomas) as does W. E. Rapelje and there are other families in St. Thomas and throughout Elgin. There is a large Rapelje settlement at Queenston on the Niagara River. And all who bear the name are proud of the part Daniel Rapelje played in the early history of the Talbot Settlement and of their Huguenot origin. ' 


