
David Brewster, London
Chamber Orchestra Are
Enjoyed by Music-Lovers

The condert of the St. Thomas
Evening Music Club on Monday
evening in the Central Elgin
Collegiate Institute was an out-

_standing one. primarily because
of the fine performance of
David Brewster, the piano solo-
is t , accompanied hy the I/on-
don Chamber Orchestra, con
ducted by Gordon Joffcry.

David Brewster is director of
tfusic at Alma College and a
pianis t of note. He hasn't been
heard here as often as music-
lovers would like, but he made
up for it Monday evening and
St.. Thomas people can feel very
proud of him.

Mrs. George Walker, presid
%nt of the St. Thomas Evening

Music Club, greeted the large
audience gracefully, noting that
the final concert would be held
in the Collegiate auditorium on
Saturday evening, March 31,
when "La Boheme." will be
given by the Canadian Opera
Company, of Toronto. Herman
Geiger-Torel, director.
A FINE ORCHESTRA

"riie London Chamber Orches-
tra, an organization of brilliant
artists, open the concert with
Concerto Grosso Op. 6 No. 12
by G. F. Handel. Featured at
first violin was Joan Hysen,
member of a noted musical fam-
ily of London; Robert Skelton,
violin, and Elizabeth Tracy,
violin. Under Mr. Jeffery's lead-
ership the well-balanced orches-
Ua gave a very pkasing per-
formance in true Handel style.

Gordon Jeffery is an accom-
plished organist as well as a
conductor. .He is a native of
London, Ont., member of the
law firm of Jeffery and Jeffery
Some years ago he bought an
into Aeolian Concert Hall and
there founded the School of

a

Church Music. He Installed a',
charming studio organ buil t by
the Aeolian-Skinner Company.

Mr. Jeffrey is a past presid-
•enl of the Canadian College t>i
i Organists. He is also founder
of the Bach Festival. In l!):>:>.
after playing for the Bach Jnvs
tival in London, Ontario, Mr

' Jcffrt') repealed the entire
K l a v i c r u b u n g w h i c h ho pel ( t inn-
ed in London, at firemen Un-
sore L ich f ra i i cnk i r e lK 1 as a nw
morial to the late Dr. Kntz
Heitmann, the (iigani.st of the
Dome in Berlin. Then after play-
ing at Utrecht, Amsteiveen.
Doetinchem, he went to Zurich
in Switzerland and the Abbey ol

•St. Florian near Linz in Aus-
tria. On July 2!) of 1955 Mr.
Jeffery appeared at Wt»Unin-
sler Abbey in a program for Hit
International Organ Festival,
playing a work for orchestra
and organ by the Canadian com
poser, Barbara Pcntland. He
was received in a private audi-

ience by the Queen Mother and
! Princess Margaret at Clarence
House. Later he toured Germany
and Switzerland in a whirlwind
of recitals in six cities.
A -FIRST" IN ST. THOMAS

Mr. Brewster was accom-
panied by the orchestra in the I
second number, Concertino by
Leigh. j

The composition by Walter
Leigh was a "first" in St.
Thomas, an exceedingly inlcr
esting small composition. This
English composer was killed in
action in Libya in 1942 as a
young man. The Concertino,
formed of three movements, is
a work with showy cadenzas
for the soloist, but it integrates
well the piano and the en-
semble. The piece has force,
imagination, delightful humor
and lovely melody. The per-
formance by Mr. Brewster and
the orchestra made good list-
ening.

Before the intermission the
orchestra played Symphony No.
101 "The Clock" by Joseph
Haydn, a delightful rendition by
the f u l l orchestra, consisting of
eight violins, three cellos, two
bassoons, a trumpet, two French
horns, a flute, two oboes, one
clarinet, and timpani.



A GREAT CONCERTO
The Klavier Concerto No. 211

in C major by Mozart, played j
by Mr. Brewster and the or-
chestra, w a s outstanding. It
a p p e a l e d to the audience,
bringing prolonged applause.

One of the great concert! in
all musical literature, the Moz-
art No. 21 posed manifold dif-
ficulties which w e r e taken in

! stride by both orchestra and
soloist. Mr. Brewster's inter-

i pretation and projection of the
; concerto showed a sensitive I
appreciation of the Mozart style
and excellent technical facility.

; The lightness a n d sparkle of
! Mozart were always apparent
in the opening movement, then;
came poignancy and beautiful
singing tone in the "andante''
and concluded brilliantly with
the "allegro vivace."
VERSATILE PIANIST

Mr. Brewster is one of the
m o s t versatile and brilliant
among the fine pianists grad-
uating f r o m the Western On-
tario Conservatory of Music.:
He studied for some y e a r s
under Clifford Poole. In 1953 he
was the Grand -Award- winner |
on t h e "Opportunity Knocks"
radio program, and as a result
of this did a 13-week series of
piano recitals for the CBC. Mr.
Brewster is a former member
of the Campus Trio "of the Uni-

I versity of Western Ontario. Mr.
I Brewster gave a recital in Jan-
i uary 1961 in the Aeolian Con-
cert H a l l in London, accom-
panied by the London Chamber
Orchestra. He was enthusias-'.
tically received.

It was felt by some that the,
curtains on the stage of the i

(Collegiate auditorium prevent-
; ed the full beauty of the violins,
' in the orchestra from being en-
joyed by the audience. All- mem-

• bers of the orchestra excelled;
il was a delightful and satisfy- i
ing experience to hear such an
organization. The leader, Mr.
Jeffery, with deft handling of
the musicians, gave Mr. Brew-
ster perfect co - operation and
the result was a treat to St.
Thomas music-lovers.

After the concert a reception
was held at Alma College when
Mr. Brewster, Mr. Jeffery and
the members of the orchestra,
were g u e s t s of the Evening

I Music Club, Mrs. Steele Sifton,
'principal, and the staff of the
, Music Building and the College.


