
Ex-mayor says
need patience,

politicians
thick skins

If a man does something silly
peoole say, "Isn't he silly." But
if a woman does something
silly, people say, "Aren't women
silly."

That little reminder of at-
titudes to women was passed on
Thursday night by former
London mayor Jane Bigelow,
speaking at the 76th annual
meeting of the Young Women's
Christian Association in St.
Thomas.

About 35 women attended the
•neeting to vote for this year's
joard of directors and hear
jommittee reports. Ms. Bigelow
vas guest speaker.

The theme of the talk given by
he former mayor centered on
vomen in politics. Ms. Bigelow
old the group that being a

politician can be an enriching
and satisfying experience, but
she pointed out a few
drawbacks.

"I've been criticized for going
to the store in my jeans," she
said. "If my dog runs loose, it's
much different than if your dog
runs loose."
PUBLIC PROPERTY

Ms. Bigelow explained that
politicians really become public
property and are therefore
subjected to criticism from all
sides.

"Even some of your best
friends wonder who you are,"
she pointed out.

"You will cultivate an inor-
dinate amount of patience," she
said, adding that developing a
thick skin and sense of humor
are important qualities.

Many women are afraid to
take the plunge into politics
because they are afraid thev
can't do it, said Ms. Bigelow.
She said a good exercise if
someone has a political career
in mind is to attend a few public
meetings, such as the meetings
at city hall.

But, she reminded the group,
whatever women do they must
do twice as well as men to be
considered half as good.

"Luckily it's not difficult,"

she added.
NO EQUAL RIGHTS

She also told the women that
female equal rights don't exist,
asking, "How many firefighters
do you know who are women?"

The business end of the
meeting showed that the YWCA

ended the 1978 year with ;
deficit of $1,295. The treasurer'
report says that although th
year ended with a deficit th
association's financial positio.
is stable.

YWCA program expansior
was a major project for th<
association last year, am
executive director Heler
LeFrank reported it will be a
major priority for 1979.

Chairperson Marianne Barrie
reported 160 youth member
taking part in the special
developed youth program. The
fitness centre has an average
membership of 100 women and
research has started into
developing programs for seniors
in the community.


