
C iptain Calvin Hall Tells
About Famed Berlin Airliit

Former R.C.A.F. Pilot at Fingal Bombing and Gunnery
School in St. Thomas on Brief Leave

There is a saying that if a person
feavels too much on Zebra Time
he is liable to catch himself tak-
ing off yesterday, today,

i Captain Calvin Hall of the United
States Army Air Force is inclined
to think there is -more truth than
boetry in that saying. He left
Frankfurt, Germany, last Monday
[norning, at two o'clock, Zebra
rime, to brnig a big C-54 four-
fengined plane across to Westover
Field, Massachusetts, for what is
tailed "one thousand hours inspec-
tion." He and his crew stopped
kn hour in Paris for refueling, ad-
ditional weather information and
touting; then hopped the 1,600
miles to the Azores; remained there
or a twelve hour rest, picked up
tdditional freight, and proceeded
o Placentia, Newfoundland, thence
o Westover Field.

"And when did you reach West-
>ver Field?" Captain Hall was
isked.

"Gosh, things have been going so
test, I just can't remember," he
Confessed. "If I keep flying this
tebra Time like I have this week.

Hazel Rickwood, daughter of Ser-
geant Thomas Rickwood of the St.
Thomas Police Department, and
Mrs. Rickwood.

He was posted to Mont Joli, Que-
bec, from Fingal, and was there
when the United States entered
the war and he got a transfer to
the United States Army Air Force.
He served in th,e United States
for about 18 months, then went
overseas, to fly bombers out of
Foggia, Italy, and subsequently to
see service on other Eurooean
fronts.

Following the war. he was back
civilian flying, serving as an in-
structor in his native Roanoke
when he was called back into ac-
tive service with other officers
on the reserve list and posted to
Berlin for airlift duty. He ex-
pects to remain in active service
in the United States Army Air
Jorce for another three years, at
least, when he finishes his six
months' stint in Germany and re-
turns to America on rotation leave.
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Carried Mixed Load
"Did you fly light in bringing the

big C-54 to Westover Field?" Cap-
tain Hall was asked.

"You could hardly call it light,"
he replied. "We had two tons of mail,
two airplane engines going back for
repairs, other merchandise, thir-
teen passengers an_d a dog. Our
load grossed 70,000 pounds. My
crew consisted of two co-pilots, a
radio operator, a navigator, one as-
signed engineer, and an extra en-
gineer. We were supposed to land
at Stephenvilie but we ran into a
bit of bad weather and came down
et Placentia, Newfoundland."

One of the first of his old friends
of R.C.A.F. days Captain Hall look-
ed up after his reunion with Mrs.
Hall and his children was Danny
Morris, one of the originals on the
staff at the No. 4 Bombing and
Gunnery School at Fingal. Captain
Hall came over to Canada from his
home in Roarioke, Virginia, in
1940 to enlist in the R.C.A.F. and
was posted to Fingal early in 1941.
The late Group Captain W. B. Van
Vliet was in command and the
pilots at Fingal were called "Fingal
Mud-Hens" and were flying Fairey
Battles, which still carried the
bullet holes from service at Dun-
kirk.

"I liked those Fairey Battles.
e_ven if they were old," said Cap-
tain Hall. "They had good en-
gines in them."

It was while he was at Fingal,
serving under Group Captain Van
Vliet, Squadron Leader Fgwler Go-
biel, Danny Morris, the late Bill
Finnegan and several others on
the first staff, that Captain Hall
met his future wife, the former


