
Don't Worry, You Aren't Seeing Double 

WHO'S WHO?—No rewards are offered for the correct identification of these twin brothers, but this photograph may be of use to friends of of Frank and Fred Billings who have difficulty in recognising them together, or apart. Staff Sergeant Frank Billings is on the left with Company Sergeant Major Fred Billings on the right.—(T,-J. Photo). 
Anyone who can distinguish 

between twin brothers Frank 
and Fred Billings, of Hincks 
street, St. Thomas, and name 
them correctly mus t Indeed be 
sharp of eye because the bro
thers a r e as near identical as 
twins come. 

As twins grow older any 
slight distinguishing features 
tend to become more prominent, 
but this is not the case with the 
Billings brothers. They a re 
completely alike in every r e 
spect except one, and this is 
tha t one is a fraction taller than 
the other. This difference, how
ever, is so slight as to be of 
little aid in recognition. 

As one might expect, the bro
thers both chose Army careers 
and both have now 18 yea r s ' 
service behind them_. 

Staff-Sergeant Frank Billings 
is a member of the administra
tion and training staff of the 
Elgin Regiment (27 Armored 
Regiment) at the Wilson Ave
nue Armory, while Company 
Sergeant Major Fred Billings is 
stationed at Camp Petawawa 
with the 41 R.C.E.M.E. Work
shops. 

This week Fred is paying a 
visit to marr ied brother F rank 
at his home at 48 Hincks street , 
and it was there that a Times-
Journal reporter interviewed 
them, this morning. ' Had it not 
been for, a distinction in ties 

worn by the brothers and the 
fact thalj F rank and Fred oblig
ingly stayed in the same posi
tion throughout the interview, 
confusion would most certainly 
have occurred. 

The sons of Mr. and Mrs. 
William Billings, of St. Marys, 
F rank and Fred were born in 
July, 1910, Fred being seven 
minutes older than Frank. 

In 1926 the brothers joined 
the 2nd Battalion Canadian Ma
chine Gun Corps (militia) and 
stayed with the corps until i t 
was disbanded in 1933 and be
came the Pe r th Regiment.. 

When September, 1939, brought 
the outbreak of World 'War II , 
Frank and Fred both joined the 
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a c t i v a t e d Pertli Regiment. 
F rank went overseas in 1941 to 
England where he met his wife, 
who hails from Manchestei-. He 
was then a lance-corporal, but 
was promoted staff sergeant 
before going through the cam
paigns in Italy, France and Ger
many. As a member of the oc
cupation a rmy in Germany af
ter the war, he became a regi
mental quar te rmas ter sergeant. 

Fred began his war career 
with the rank of staff-sergeant, 
the reason for the difference in 
ranks of the brothers being be
cause, for about two years , 
Frank was not an active mem
ber of the Per th Regiment. 

He was transferred from the 
Per th Regiment to the Ordnance 
Corps in 1943 and was stationed 
for most of the t ime at National 
Defence Headquar ters in Ot
tawa. After the war he went to 
the 27 C.O.D. at London, Ont., 
and with ordnance at Halifax. 

In 1952 Fred went to Korea 
with ordnance and was at tached 
to 191 R. C. E . M. E. Infantry 
Workshops with the Canadian 
25th Brigade. He returned home 
from Korea in May, 1953. 

" I did not like that country 
very much , " said Fred, a com
ment which echoes those of 
others who have served there. 

St.-'.ce the t r he, Itas been sta-"^ 
tioned at Petawawa with 41 
R.C.E.M.E. Workshops. 

F rank has been with the El-
gins in St. Thomas since 1946 
with the exception of about four 
months of each year when he 
goes to Camp Petawawa and 
Vale artier. 

It is on such occasions as 
these when the brothers are to
gether that they are continually 
being mistaken for one another. 

"People just cannot beUeve 
that two men can be so much 
alike," said Fred. "We seldom 
let on that we are not the one . 
they think we a r e , " he said, add
ing that much fun results from 
these encounters. 

Two or three years back when 
Fred was here visiting Frank, 
he was making himself at home 
in the sergeants ' mess when the 
officer commanding the Elgins, 
Lt.-Col. C. A. Low, walked in 
seeking F rank with an order to 
be carried out. 

Fred knew he was being mis
taken M'hen the colonel gave Mm 
the order and the colonel was , 
to understate the case, some
what taken aback when he was 
told to "go to hel l ." 

Having served for eighteen 
years , F rank ^nd Fred will 
complete 25 yea r s ' service be
fore ret ir ing on pension from t h e . Army. 


