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Margaret Bodsworth, 
edit or and mother of 3 
Community 
activist was tone 
of bird-watching 

Margaret Bodsworth — com
munity activist, avid bird
watcher and naturalist — was 
her novelist husband's first and 
most critical lifelong editor. 

She was also a loving mother 
and grandmother to her three 
children and eight grandchil-
drerv and-someone who be
lieved that, if possible, mothers 
should be at home while chil
dren are in their formative 
years. 

"She was always glad she 
was a mother at a time when 
that (staying home) was possi
ble," her husband of 55 years, 
Fred Bodsworth, said 
yesterday. 
BUSY ACTIVIST 

Bodsworth, a former Toron
to Star reporter, novelist and 
birder, said his wife firmly be
lieved many of today's prob
lems occur because many 
mothers are unable to stay 
home. 

Mrs. Bodsworth gave up 
teaching to look after her own 
children. 

She became a busy activist in 
her Beach neighbourhood, 
where she was active in local 
organizations that helped the 
elderly and children. She also 
collected for dozens of 
charities. 

"She knew everyone for 
blocks and blocks around," her 
husband said. 

Mrs. Bodsworth died in To
ronto on Tuesday. She was 82. 

MARGARET BODSWORTH: She 
collected for dozens of 
charities. 

Bom in Cardston, Alta., she 
spent part of her youth in En
gland but mostly lived in St. 
Thomas, Ont. 

She attended teachers' col
lege at what was then Western 
University. 

She met Fred Bodsworth 
during a birding trip a friend 
had organized in Point Pelee, a 
place she would return almost 
every year with friends such as 
historian Pierre Berton. 

"I never heard Margaret 
Bodsworth utter a word criti
cizing another human being," 
Berton said. 

During those trips, Mrs. 
Bodsworth's love of nature was 
only surpassed by her friend
ship with other birders whose 
lives and names she remem
bered meticulously. 

"Our friends used to say that 
Fred knew all the birds and 
Margaret knew all the birders," 

said Fred Bodsworth, whose 
books include the best-selling 
Canadian classic Last Of The 
Curlews. 

She and her husband were 
actively involved with the On
tario Federation of Naturalists. 

Fred Bodsworth said his wife 
was not only his first but his 
most critical editor. 

"She was a country school 
teacher but she was the very 
best editor when it came to 
grammar and syntax. 

"Sometimes she was more 
critical than I wanted her to 
be," he recalled fondly. 

Mrs. Bodsworth was also a 
strict grammarian who de
plored the lack of grammar 
skills in children today. 

"She couldn't understand 
how children could go through 
university today without know
ing when to say 'me' and when 
to say! , ' " h e recalled. 
LOVED CANOEING 

Her other love was canoeing 
in Algonquin Park and she 
knew all the best canoe routes. 
But her favourite always re
mained Mcintosh Lake and the 
"beautiful little island" at the 
centre of the lake. 

As well as her husband, Mrs. 
Bodsworth leaves daughters 
Barbara and her husband Ed 
Welch, Nancy and her husband 
Rich Hannah, son Neville and 
wife Lois and grandchildren 
Wendy, Lisa, Lori, Erin, Tyler, 
Tara Margaret, Aida and Cam
eron. She also leaves her sister 
Betty Isaac and was prede
ceased by another sister, Tish 
Rickwood. 

A private funeral and crema
tion has been held. A memorial 
service will be announced later. 


