
GUNMEN ROB LOCAL 



LICEr^E OFFICE 



Assault Girl 
Clerk; Suspects 
Nabbed By Police 

A lone bandit slugged a young married woman shortly after 1 p.m. today in a Talbot street business office and escaped with approximately $300 in cash. , Less than an hour afterwards two men were arrested in a speeding car near London and are being held for St Thomas police. City police I-are swearing out warrants and will leave for London shortly. 
Slugged by the unmasked gunman as she typed out a beginner's temporary permit in the Motor Vehicle L i c e n s e Branch office, 333 T a l b o t street, was Mrs. Mary Benn, 21, an attractive brunette. 
The gunman, who apparent-iy has been iff the" license office before, came in while Major Grant Savage, the license issuer, and his wife, Edna, were out to lunch. Mrs. Benn was alone at the time. 
He came into the office and filled out an application for a temporary instruction permit , and passed it to Mrs. Benn along with a note. Police did j not disclose the wording of the note which ordered Mrs. Benn 

M l . - . M LR¥ B E N N to keep quiet. Mrs. Benn started to type out the temporary permit before she was slugged on the back of the head with the butt of a pistol. She apparently did not lose^ consciousness. 
Words Blow Wifh Forearms 

Mrs. Benn warded off the rain of blows with her forearms and screamed as loudly for help. Her screams appar-fcntly frightened the man and he ran out the front door of the shop onto Talbot street. Mrs. Gerald Benn, of 118 Centre street, was in the emergency room at the St. Thomas Elgin General Hospital at 2.30 this afternoon receiving treatment for her injuries. She has a gash on her head, bruises on her arms suffered when she fended the blows of her attacker and is in an extremely shocked condition. Her sister-in-law, Mrs. John Snell, who was with her, told The Times-Journarthat the assailant attacked Mrs. Benn with the butt of a gun. He also had a knife. Mrs. Benn is a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William Snell oC 1218 Crawford street, Detroit. ; In the bureau office, Mrs. Benn's assailant is said to have threatened her first with the knife, which he pointed at I her. 
Walter Faulds and his wife, Mary, were at Spackman Motors next door. Mr. Faulds saw a man come out of the license bureau, but paid no attention. Then Mrs. Benn, the former Mary Snell, staggered out of the door in a dazed condition. She had her hands over her head as though she was trying to fend off an attacker, -'live-bean robbed,"-she sobbed hyst«rically. Mr. Faulds, who was discharged from hospital last Sat^ urday after a major operation, made a move to go after the assailant. But by that time he had disappeared and Mrs. 

WALTER FAULDS 



Faulds called her husband back. They went to the assistance of Mrs. Benn, who by that time was bleeding profusely about the head. They took her to Ward's Cigar Store, near the office and police were phoned from there. Ironically enough, the cigar store was the last place in St. Thomas to be victimized by an armed holdup. This was several years ago. 
Five Roadblocks Set Up 

Answering the police call were Deputy Chief Jim Melville, Staff Sergeant Wilfred Whiteman, Detective Albert Mycroft and Constable William West. Provincial police also swung into action and in less than an hour-after the holdup a car containing two^aen was stopped by provincial police near London. Police here say a charge of armed robbery with violence may be laid against one of the suspects. Cpl. Cecil Kirkwood, local O.P.P. detachment head, went to London, and Deputy Chief James Melville and Detective Albert Mycroft are expected to leave shortly. As soon as the alarm was flashed out by St. Thomas City Police, detachments of the Ontario Provincial Police set up road blocks at Tillsonburg, Dutton, Glencoe, London and Woodstock. The arrest was made without resistance by Provincial Constables Don Graham and Elmer Lidric, who were on their way to set up another road block in a police cruiser. The officers spotted the wanted car as it rounded the bend near the Glendale curve and gave chase. The car was stopped on Wharncliffe road and the occupants arrested only 15 minutes after the police radio alarm went over the air. > . . 


