
The good life, the soft life—the Canadian way of life. 
One of the things which makes Canada one of the best 

countries in the world in which to live. 
Unless you happen to represent Canada in International 

competitions. Then the good life isn't such a good life — its 
a drawback — in some instances. 

Soft living was one of the main reasons for lack of Canadian 
success in the recent Bisley shooting competitions at Bisley 
England according to Cadet Lieutenant-Colonel Doug Nichol
son of St. Thomas. 

Nicholson, who resides at 51 Dieppe Drive, was making his 
first appearance as a member of the Canadian Contingent at 
the competitions. He has just returned home. He competed 
in two of the events in which Canada lost, largely as a result 
of softer conditions. 

In the Ashburton Trophy competition, and the Alexander 
Graham Bell Trophy competition, Canada did not do as well 
as was expected. "We were used Jo a softer life," Nicholson 
said. "We use shooting jackets and gloves in competition, but 
in these two events you shoot in full uniform. The British were 
more used to i t , and walloped us 745-722 in the Bell competi
tion. In the Ashburton eVent, we placed eighth out of 90 
teams." 

Saiisfied With Performance 
" I ' m fairly well satisfied with my own performance," 

Nicholson. 
" I was in the top 25 in the St.. George's .shoot out of 1.5 

competitors from the entire 
Commonwealth, and in the 
top 150 in the Queen's com
petition, also with 1,500 en
trants. The two events are the 

V premier ones of the meet. 
" I ' d like to go back again. 

Its the toughest course I 've 
^ ever shot over in large Ijore 
» events. I t was laid out to be 

tough, and i t succeeds. The \ 
ranges are extremely tricky. 
I was getting so I could dope 
out the wind and light during 
the last two days of the com
petitions. 

"Weather wasn't much of a • 
problem," Nicholson s a i d . ^ O U G NICHOLSON 
"We expected we would get 
the typical English weather, but we only had two fairly bad 
days. The rest of the time the weather was the same as i t is 
here." 

Almost Shot 
"We soon learned to watch what we were doing," Nicholson 

said. " I was almost shot twice. Once when I was walking out 
to the butts, a richochet passed just over my head, and another 
time two of us were going out to the butts when a bullet pass
ed between us. Its an old course — 98 years I think, and as 
far as I know no one has 'ever been shot, but after that we 
moved a little faster and kept a little lower. 

After, the close of the competitions, the Canadian team went 
on a tour of Canadian bases in Europe. The team travelled 
through Europe and into Germany. While in Germany they 
witnessed arms demonstrations, toured the area around Soest, 
and visited Westphalia, Cologne, Bonn, Baden-Solingen, Baden-
Baden, and Laar. 

Nicholson has competed in the Canadian Championships 
at Ottawa for several years, and it was a result of his per
formance there last year that he won his spot on the Cana
dian team. The trip to England however caused him to miss 
out on this year's shoot. "We missed the first two days of the 
main shoot, the Grand Aggregate," he said, "so I didn't enter 
any events. I may enter some small bore competition this 
winter, but other than that, my plans are pretty indefinite." 


