
NEW MINISTER INDUCTED Rev. Lome IJ. O'Neill, who assumed pastoral charge of 
the Central United Church about a month and a half ago, was inducted Thursday night in a 
service of worship conducted by members of the Elgin Presbytery. Mr. O'Neill is seen here 
flanked on his right by Rev. Murray Barnet of Dunwich Pastoral Charge, and chairman of 
the Presbytery; and on his left by Ken Samis, an. elder of the Central United, and member of 
the Elgin Presbytery. Mr. Samis presented the new minister and Mr. Barneit inducted him. Illl (T.-J. Photo). 

New Central Uitil'ed Church minister 1 
Rev Lorne R. O'Neill is inducted 

Rev. Lome R. O'Neill, the, 
new mmister of the Central; 
United Church, was inducted] 
Thursday night in a solemn 
service of worship conducted 
by three members of the Elgin 
Presbytery of the U n i t e d 
Church of Canada. 

Regarding the p a s t o r a l 
change, Rev. Gordon Merkley 
of St. Thomas - St. Andrew's 
Pastoral Charge, stressed the 
importance of change. Changes, 
he said, were occuring in peo
ple's minds, in the patterns of 

worship,' in theology, in life;it-' 
self. Much of it was justified, 
much of it needed-; S o m e 
change, however, was a change 
for the sake of change. Essen^ 
tially change, Mr. Merkley 
said, should be to meet the 
needs of growth and present 
problems, The minister and 
the congregation, he said, had 
to strike balance at the right 
point between the eternal con
stant and the eternal change. 
Faith and belief were constant. 

The service opened with the 
hymn "Glory Be to God the 
Father", followed by a prayer 
of invocation by Rev. Barry 
Thomas of St. Thomas Subur
ban Pastoral Charge. Rev. 
Murray Barnet of Dunwich Pas
toral Charge, and ehairman of 
the Presbytery, inducted Mr. 
O'Neill. Ken Samis, an elder 
of the church and member of 
the Presbytery, made the pre
sentation. 

Mr. O'Neill assumed the pas
toral charge on September 12, 
to replace Rev. W. W. Sherwin, 
who accepted a call from St. 
Catharines. Mr. O'Neill was 
born in Toronto and graduated 
from Victoria and Emmanuel 
Colleges. He was ordained in 1955,. and served in the church 
for ten, years in Saskatchewan 
at Leader and Kerroibert. Fol
lowing five years as minister 
of w ' i I m a r Heights United 
Church in Scarborough, he 
taught high school at Brighton 

for a year before he 
the call to Central United. 

Mr. O'Neil is 43, marriedj 
and has two children, Heather, 13, and Donald, 11. 


