
In Public Schools 
Spelling Bee " " ^ / ^ 

Words, words, words! And 
for once it was the pupil, not 
the teacher, who got the last 
one in. The scene was Forest 
Avenue Public School, and the 
event was the Centennial spell
ing bee in which 22 pupils from 
St. Thomas p u b l i c schools 
matched their talents. Las t 
night's bee was a revival of 
sorts, as the last of a for
merly annual event was held 
in 1957. Presided over by A. 
Hector McGrigor, superinten
dent of Public Schools, the 
bee was conducted by G. H. 
Dobrindt, Master of the Lon
don Teachers College, who 
acted as spellmaster. 

Carried on before an au
dience of parents and friends, 
the bee lasted 23 rounds be
fore the first place finisher 
was decided, with an unusual 
"sudden death" play-down to 
determine the third place win
ner. 

The young competitors were 
eliminated at the rate of about 
one per round for most of the 
match, until the field was nar
rowed down to only four. At 
this point the competition stif
fened up noticeably as the 
participants b e c a me aware 
that only one slip was required 
to be retired from the contest. 
The fourth round of the bee 
was especially disastrous, as 
five pupils flunked out. 
T H I R D P L A C E B A T T L E 

With eighteen spellers down 
and only four left to go, some
thing of a battle ensued for 
third place, Karen Allen, of 
Homedale school slipped up on 

and Karen, who underwent 
"sudden death overtime" un
til eventually Gwen tripped up 
on "recommendation," At last, 
third place was decided, go-
ing to Karen. 

GOLD CUP W I N N E R 

As a reward for their en
deavors, the three winners 
were given prizes. Ron receiv
ed a gold cup, which will be 
engraved with his name, while 
Vicki and Karen received a 
book on Canada. Ron and 
Vicki will advance to the next 
level of an inter-regional com
petition on September 21, when 
they will travel to Chatham to 
compete with other Ontario 
youngsters. 

F o l l o w i n g is a list 
of participahts in the bee, 

in the final order of el im-. 
ination — Ron Paddon (Isft 
place) ; V icki Sharp, Karen Al 
len, Gwen Dimbleby, Bohdan 
Kinczyk, Scoot Street School; 
Nancy S a n d e r s,o n, Myrtle 
Street School; Janet Thomp
son, Park Ave. School; Dennis 
Belicki, H o m e d a l e ; Mary 
Frost, E lg in Court; J i l l Her
bert, Park Ave; Janet Ku l -
man, Scott Street School; Ted 
Gilchrist, M y r t l e ; Ralph 
Jeanes, Mary Bucke; Andrea 
Gordon, Locke'.s; Brenda Zinn,-
E lg in Court; Scott McCallum,; 
Locke's ; S u s a n n e Gautier, 
Mary Bucke; Valerie Dale, 
Wellington; Bruce Robinson, 
Well ington; Grant Simmons. 
Edward St.; L a r r y B e e c h ^ 
E lmdale ; and Vicki Bentley, 
Edward St. 



"customary," but was given 
an unexpected reprieve when 
the next pupil, Gwen Dimble
by, of E mdale school, mis
spelled "hindrance." Because 
the two girls both made their 
mistakes in the same round, 
it became necessary to halt 
the bee temporarily while the 
two fought to stave off el im
ination. Several words and 
many gulps later, a double 
irony occurred when both girls 
again goofed in the same 
round. At this point it was 
decided that the two should sit 
out while the bee continued 
and first and second places 
were determined. The two re
maining contestants, Ron Pad
don and Vicki Sharp, both 
from Balaclava Street School, 
then carried on until Vicki 
was finally eliminated on "de
vout." This left Ron as the 
first place finisher, with Vicki 
coming in second. Now the 
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S P E L L I N G WINNERS — Twenty-two pupils 
from St. Thomas Public Schools took part in 
a spelling bee at Forest Avenue Public School 
last night, and these three finished on top. 
Seen from left to right are A. Hector Mc
Grigor, Superintendent of Public Schools; 

Karen Allen, of Homedale School, who f in 
ished third; Vicki Sharp, of Balaclava, who 
finished second; Ron Paddon, of Balaclava 
Street School, who was the first place winner; 
and G. H. Dobrindt, Master of London 
Teachers ' College, who was the spellmaster 

for the event.—(T.-J. Photo) 


