
SATURDAY, MAY 14, 1955 THE ST. THd 
Lions Club of St. Thomas 
Is Observing 30th Year 
Of Service to Community 

When a newspaperman puts 
"30" down on paper, it generally 
signifies the end to the piece he 
has been writing. But in this case, 
it means the beginning of a story 
about the 30 years that the Lions 
Club has been at work in St. 
Thomas. 

Monday night of next week, the 30 odd members of this service club ( there are 35 names on the roster at present) will be joined b y . t h e i r ladies, by members of sister clubs in Western Ontario and ^ other guests at the Stork Club m Port Stanley where a special anniversary banquet and program will mark the occasion. 
About 400 are expected to be present, including Walter C. i 

fFisher, of Queenston, the only 
' Canadian to have held the post of 
president of Lions International. 
He was president when the Lions 
Club marked its 25th anniversary, 
and was by virtue of his duties 
unable to be present five years 
ago when the founder of the Lions 
Club movement, Melvin Jones, of 
Chicago, was present to speak. 

International Director to Speak 
Guest speaker for the 30th an-^ niversary function will be Morris I A. Kugler, Okawville, Iir, director of Lions Internat ional since July of last year. This man, who is a charter member of his home club, and who has gone up through the offices to head club, zone and l i s -trict in club administration, is an executive of the Illinois Telephone Association, and active in work among Boy Scouts and the blind. He has a record of 100 per cent attendance in Lions Club work over a 24-year period. 
With him on the same program will be enter ta inment provided by Gordon Tapp, of Hamilton, and a t roupe he is bringing from Toronto. Also on the program will be Bill Young, of London, Ont., and a former member of the St. Thomas plub. A gifted musician, he will make use of an electric organ which is being installed especially for the occasion. Later , those present will be given an opportunity to dance. 
Norman Smith, the prfesldefit, will be chairman for the banquet which has been arranged by a committee under Carl Custance. Others on the committee are Ben Johnson, Virgil Smith, Doug Mercer, and the club secretary, "Lem" Dorans. 

The Past In Review 
During the evening there will 

be plenty of opportunity to refer 
to the past, and a review of the 
years would indicate that the local 
club has good cause to celebrate I the 30th anniversary occasion. Un-

! der date of May 19, 1925, a char te r 
was granted to the Lions Club of 
St. Thomas, Ont. This was present-
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limbs for the halt and maimed, 
or done some other, piece of work 
for many not 100 per cent physi
cally fit. 

Park Its Memorial 
"But it has also encouraged 

work among those who are healtiiy 
particularly the youth of the city. 
One of the pieces of work that has 
been under taken in recent years 
in that connection is the club's as
sumption of responsibility for tu rn
ing the old, unkempt Atlantic Pa rk 
on Hughes street into a well-equip
ped playground for children— 
clubhouse and all. 

"The memorial .which the club 
received for this and for other 
work among young people is per
petuated in the name Lions Park. 
This was the result of a directive 
of the city council about two 
years ago, labelling the old 
Hughes street property in honor of 
the club that had done so much 
to put it in shape and to sponsor 
activities there. 

"In recent years, the club has 
also sponsored a Junior "A" base
ball team in the inter-county ser
ies. Last year the team not only 
brought honor to itself but to the 
city and to the sports committee 
under Earl Cook, by reaching the 
finals " 

past 30 years has been given by 
many, including 25 presidents, with 
a 26th, Dr. Ray Knight, being 
elected this past week to take over 
in July. Besides Mr. Cameron, the 
first president, others who have 
headed the club have been: JacK 
Fraser, Gordon Richardson, Bill 
Hetherington, Fred Rushton, Cyrii 
Clarke, Morris Housley, Fred Les
lie, Jim Wright, Ken McKay, Bill 
Street, Bob Pearson, Harry Barnes, 
Harold Graham, Bruce Caldwell, 
Dalt Higgs, George Rankin, Dave 
Doan, Hal Stuart , Dr. E. L. Brown, 
Arthur Galloway, John Stevens, 
Dave Winter, F rank Kondal, Ben 
Johnson, Norman Smith and now 
Dr. Knight. 

Members include Dr. E. L. 
Brown, Bruce Caldwell, Earl Cook, 
Hal Corbett, Frank Coughlin, Carl 
Custance, .Dave Doan, Gerry Dr.y-
nan, Francis Doan, A. (Lem) 
Dorans, J im Earhart , Gordon Fox, 
Arthur Galloway, James Gillick, 
R. C. Hearn, Claude Hawley, Ben 
Johnson, Frank Kondal, Dr. Ray 
Knight, Stewart Lavell, G. B. Mur
ray, G. S. Murray, George Rankin, 
Chet Smith, Virgil Smith, Norman 
Smith, Hugh Smith, Jesse Soper, 
Hal Stuart, Eric Spearman, John 
Winstone, Tom Wynne, Doug Mer
cer, George Khoury, Louis Klein, 
and Tom Shaw. 



I ed at a char ter night held in June in the YMCA., with 20 members I enrolled and with Ian D. Cameron, I sheriff of Elgin County, as first i president. 
I Down through the years the I club's record of community service has been impressive. FrOIiT a newspaper repor t at the time of the 25th anniversary we quote the following: "I ts record includes services to the blind and those threatened with blindness by providing needed glasses and other things. In its early years it inaugurated a dental clinic; and 
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Hospital, Arena Donations 
Since 1950 the Lions Club has 

continued its communit,y service 
at a high level. It provided funds 
for several projects, including a 
$5,000 donation to furnish a minor 
operating._joom_Jn_ the new St. 
Thomas Elgin General Hospital 
and another $6,000 donation to
ward the erection of the local com
munity centre. This year it set a 
precedence for service clubs in the 
area by donating $550 to the Unit
ed Welfare Services appeal for 
$83,000 which will assist 11 phil
anthropic agencies in St. Thomas 
and Elgin County to meet current 
operating expenses. 

In addition, with the help of the 
city police, it inaugurated the 
school safety patrol, and supplied 
the bo.ys with uniforms and en
tertainment. Its interest in those 
who are afflicted continues with 
service to the local blind com
munity, including transportat ion to 
gatherings, and the purchase of a 
talking book machine. 

To those who a r e physically fit 
it has given gener.ously to the sup
port of minor baseball ahd hockey 
projects, and for many who feel 
the pinch economically members 
turn Santa Claus each Christmas, 
sending baskets to many deserving 
families. Leadership of the club in the 

Picket Lines 1 ^ Set 
Up/ f̂ Hiram Walker's 

wWsOR, Ont. (CP) Picket 
'Hhes ware set lip t o d ^ for the ( 
second t in |e this w e e k ^ u t s i d e the t 
plant of Miram Walk*- and Sons | 
Ltd. in anpport of s t i lkers at the 
firm's mant in P e o r i a , ^ 1 . 

T h e ^ a j o r i t y of workera^ec l ined 
to pafs the picket lines seKup by 
the Aterna t iona l Union of fDistil-
lery TOqricers (AFL) whos r fmem-
bers at OTs^rm's U. S. p l r f t have 
been on striKg since Apr i ]^9 seek
ing a 15-cent ijicrease in hourly 
ra te . 

Ross Hunt's Bo( 
s Found in Lakj 
B R O C K V I L L I ; ( C P ) — t h e body of Ross H u n t i 35, of Ottawa was found in Chameston lake t ^ a y by provincial {Jliee following! dragging operations tha t starfEd at dawn. 
Hunt had ^ e e n mis s ing since Wednesday whda he went/ to his lakeside cottage for the afternoon. His wife had nearby residents 

rhpplr flip Tb'"""''"" ' 


