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Perseverance rewarded: 
earns national award 
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It is the kind of success story 
you hear so often these days. 
Woman works as secretary, 
decides to upgrade her educa
tion and earns promotion. It 
happens all the time. 

But placing in the top ten in a 
graduat ing c lass of 6,700 
students is what distinguishes 
Shirley Smithson's success story 
from the rest. 

She received a national award 
for her high class standing from 
the Society of Management 
Accountants of Canada at the 
recent convocation exerc ises 
held in Toronto. At the same 
time, she received the designa
tion Reg i s te red Indust r i a l 
Accountant diploma which 
qualifies her to work in Industry 
or government because of her 
experience and education. 

"The R I A program is not like 
a university degree. It is educa
tion aod experience combined," 
Mrs. SmithsQtt said. 

She took the f i rst year of U;;; 
RIA course by correspondence 
in 1970. Then in April 1974 she 
took a second course and for the 
next six years she worked 
toward her diploma. 

There were times when the 
load of working full-time, 
raising two teenaged daughters 
and completing her correspon
dence courses seemed too much 
to handle. 

"Sometimes I would think to 
myself ' I can't continue', but I 
would always go on because I 
was getting close to finishing. 
There were a few conflicts but I 
always worked around them." 

iWrs. Smithson say her family 
was very supportive. 

"My girls, Lynne and Kathy, 
helped me with the housework 
and the meals. I think they have 
become more independent now 
too." 

She says her parents were also 
helpful, often inviting her over 
for meals and letting her "skip 
out" early so she could get back 
to her studies. 
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But Mrs. Smithson did not 
become a recluse during her six 
years of study. She confinued to 
golf during the summer and was 
ths ladies captain for two years 
and a vice-captain for four 
years. She also curled in the 
winter and took part in several 

She IS nov-' the Financial 
Officer at the S T A R T Centre at 
the St. Thomas P s y c h i a t r i c 
Hospital. She controls all the 
internal operating funds for the 
Centre and superv ises the 
business office. 

She admits she is qualified to 
work in a higher paying job in 
industry but says she prefers a 
small office because she is given 
a lot of extra duties that make 
the job "real ly interesting." 

" I n a higher paying job the 
duties would be more narrow 
and less challenging. I enjoy the 
work and benefits of a govern
ment job. When things get stale 
then I will find something e lse . " 
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son. 
"Pursuing a career and con

tinuing my education has been a 
real personal challenge. I have 
improved my standard of living 
and discovered I can depend on 
myself". 

Mrs. Smithson smiles when 
she recalls the skepticism of the 
registrar when she first enrolled 
in the program. 

"He warned me that 1 haa 
been out of school for a long time 
and I might find it very difficult. 
But it was a challenge for me 
and I am so glad that I tried. It 
has really changed my life." 


