
Flora Sifton 
Former principal of Abna 
passeaaway at Elgin Genera! 

One of the city's most distin
guished citizens, the former 
"roving ambassador" of Akna 
College, Di-. Flora. Sifton, died 
Wednesday morning the St. 
Thomas-Elgin General Hospital 
at the age of 76. 

Beginning wi th her ap
pointment as Dean of Women to 
Alma College in 1951, i t was soon 
apparent that with her charm, 
intelligence, sense of humor and 
tact, not to underestimate her 
outstanding beauty. Dr. Sifton 
was ideally suited to be prin
cipal, and with the unanimous 
support of the school's board of 
management, she was duly 
instaEed as .Principal of the 
CoEege in 1953. 

During her years at Alma, Dr. 
Sifton wi th her vision and 
imaginative planning, and 
combined wi th the high 
scholastic and ethical standards 
of the students, attracted in-
creasmg numbers of students 
from Canada and other coun
tries of the world, making Alma 
CoUege a truly international 
school. 

Once described as "an ex
plosive blend of Irish-Scottish 
heritage", she was praised for 
the rapport she was able to 
establish with her students. A 
women of the highest principles, 
she not only lived by them in her 
own Ufe, but expected the same 
from her staff and students. 

In June, 1970, Dr. Flora Sifton 
retired as principal and im
mediately became the unofficial 
ambassador for the college, 
travelling across Canada, to 
South America, the Caribbean, 
v is i t ing Alumnae, Alumnae 
Associations, church-related 
groups, ever displaying to both 
parents and students the ad
vantages of an education at 
Alma. 

A recent joy to Dr. Sifton had 
been the birth of her grandson, 
Matthew Steele Sifton, a 
bouncing boy. 

Bom in Guelph, the first 
daughter to Mr. and Mrs. John 
A. Mooney, the family moved 
west to Valley River, Man., and 
later to Regina, Sask., where 
she obtained her elementary 
and secondary school education. 

F L O R A SIFTON 

After receiving her Bachelor of 
Arts degree in Honors English 
and History at Victoria CoUege, 
University of Toronto, she re
turned to Saskatchewan where 
she earned a Bachelor of Educa
tion degree at the University of 
Saskatchewan in Saskatoon. She 
also studies at the University of 
Grenoble in France, and at the 
University of Wisconsin. 

So impressed were the 
university authorities with her 
that she was appointed the Dean 
of Women and Lecturer in 
French at Regina College and 
retained this position untU her 
marriage in 1936 to Lt.-Coi. 
Steele Sifton, M.B.E., M.A., 
L.L.B. , formerly of Moose Jaw 
and a prominent lawyer prac
tising in Montreal and, later, 
Toronto. 

Shortly after the sudden death 
of her husband in 1950, Dr. Perry 
S. Dobson persuaded Dr. Sifton 
to help Alma by accepting the 
position of Dean of Women. 

During the whole of this period 
Dr. Sifton maintained an active 
role in the Church and the 
community. As a devout Chris
tian leader she was an Elder and 
Secretary of the Board of First 
United Church as weU as ser

ving on the Board of Cotteges 
and Secondary Schools of the 
United Church of Canada — 
later named the Division of 
Ministry, Personnel and Educa
tion. Her other activities in 
cluded being President of the 
Association of Headmistresses 
of Canada, President of the St. 
Thomas and Elgin Canadian 
Club, general convener of the St 
Thomas T. B. Survey for the Red 
Cross, Patroness of the Sea 
Scouts of St. Thomas, Chief 
Marching Mother of the March 
of Dimes, Member of the 
University Women's Qub, The 
Board of Western Ontario 
Conservatory of Music, the 
Board of the YWCA, the 
Humanities Advisory Commit
tee of Fanshawe CoUege to 
mention but a few of her extra
curricular activities. 

Dr. Sifton was honored by 
Victoria College on May 6, 1964 
when she had an honorary 
degree of Doctor of Sacred 
Letters conferred upon her. The 
degree was presented to Dr. 
Sifton in recognition of her 
outstanding contribution to 
education and to church educa
tion in particular. 

She is survived by son John 
Wright Sifton, 1888 Elmridge 
Drive, Ottawa, sisters Mrs. 
Grace Wilson and Miss Jean 
Mooney, 17 St. Joseph Street, 
grandson Matthew Steele Sifton 
of Ottawa, sister-in-law to Mrs. 
O.R. Mooney of Saskatoon, 
Sask., niece Miss Tricia WUsmi 
of Kitchener, Miss Shirley 
Mooney of Vancouver, B.C., and 
John and Barry Mooney of 
Saskatoon. Dr . Sifton was 
predeceased by brother Orrin 
Mooney of Saskatoon. 

Friends wil l be received by 
members of the family at the L . 
B. Sifton Funeral Home, 118 
Wellington Street, commencing 
Friday afternoon at 3 p.m. The 
funeral service wi l l be con
ducted at the First United 
Church Saturday afternoon at 
1:30 p.m. ' 

Following cremation, i n 
terment to be made in Moose 
Jaw, Sask. Donations may be 
made to the Canadian Cancer 
Society, 


