
Dr. Flora Sifton of Alma 
Submits Her Resignation 

At a meeting of the Board 
of Management of Ahna Col
lege, Tuesday afternoon. Dr. 
Flora Sifton, principal of the 
school, announced her resigna
tion to take effect in June. 
The Board regretfully concur
red with her wishes to re
tire from the onerous position 
she has held since 1951. 

The Board has known of Dr. 
Sifton's wishes to retire for 
some months and had hoped 
she could be prevailed upon 
to continue as head of the in
stitution. However, as time 
went on the members realized 
that the load had been heavy 
and Dr. Sifton wished to take 
things easier. She will be 
greatly missed when she 
leaves; she has been outstand
ing as the school head and 
beloved by the girls who are 
attending and have attended 
Alma College. 

It was in September, 1951, 
that Dr. Sifton began her suc
cessful association with Alma 
College, commencing her du
ties as dean, under the prin-
cipalship of Dr. Perry S. 
Dobson. 

When Dr. Dobson retired at 
the end of the 1952-53 school 
term, Dr.-Siftffli.ivas appoint
ed to the position of principal 
by the Board of Management 
and she has retained that post 
through the years. Under 
her skiKul guidance, the in
ternationally famous school 
for girls has grown and flour
ished, and she has seen addi
tions, including the Barbara 
Pleck Dining Hall, Timken 
Athletic Centre, the W. F. 
Thomas Arts Theatre and 
the library become an in
tegral part of the school com
plex. 

When Dr. Sifton came to 
Alma College, she held her 
Bachelor of Arts and Bach
elor of Education degrees. 
The former she received from 
the University of Toronto, it 
being given to her in Honors 
English, and the latter she re
ceived from the University of 
Saskatchewan. She also 
studied at the University of. 
Grenoble in France and at the 
University of Wisconsin. 

Her teaching career began 
at the University of Saskatch
ewan where she taught French 
at Regina College, and later, 
and prior to her marriage, she 
was also dean of women at 
the college. 

Dr. Flora Sifton, whose hus
band was the late Lieutenant-
Colonel Steele Sifton, M.B.E., 
M.A., LL.B., a chemist and 
lawyer, resided for some 
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years in Ottawa. Prior to his 
death in November 1950, the 
Sifton family, including their 
young son John, lived in To-
roto where Lt.-Col. Sifton was 
assistant secretary of the 
Standard Oil C o m p a n y of 
Toronto. 

Bom in Guelph, Dr. Sifton is 
the former Flora Mooney, a 
daughter of the late John A. 
McM)ney^^.andMrs, Mo_onev̂ , 
who resides in St. Th<mias. 
Her sister, Miss Jean Mooney 
is a member of the college 
teaching staff. 

Dr. Sifton was honored by 
Victoria College, University 
of Toronto, when on-May 6, 
1964, at U. of T. convocation, 
she had an honorary degree 
of Doctor of Sacred Letters 
c o n f e r r e d upon her, The 
degree was presented to Dr. 
Sifton in recognition of her 

•outstanding contribution to 
education and to church edu
cation in particular. 

Later, a dinner in her honor 
was held by Alma College's 
Board of Management when a 
presentation was made on be-, 
half of the board by Dr. Helen 
M. B. Allison, registrar of the 
University of Western Ontario, 
since retired. 


