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CITIZEN HONORED^A prominent St. Thomas citizen, G. Red Cross Society blood transfusion service, Hamilton depot,' 
P. Spackman, was honored by the Canadian Red Cross Society made the presentation of a citation. W. R. Coulter, second 
for his work as chairman of the War Services Committee of right, who worked with Mr. Spackman on'l l ie committee, 

Albert Batten (left), busmess administrator of ,the Canadian — — — j ^ ^ ^ Cross.—(T.-J. Photo) 
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G. P. Spackman 
Honored For Aid ^ 
To Red Cross Society 

St. Thomas Kiwanis Club joined in a joint celebration of 
the 100th anniversary of the Red Cross Society, and at the 
same time the St. Thomas Banch of the Society honored a 
TCiwanian for dedicated service during the Second World War. 

Albert Batten, business administrator of the Canadian_Red 
Cross Society blood transfusion 
service, Hamilton Depot, was 
the g u e s t speaker at the 
luncheon meeting. 

He also presented a citation 
to G. P . Spackman for his 
service as chairman of the 
Kiwanis Club's War Services 
Committee during the war. 

Paying tribute to Mr. Spack-
man's service during the war 
years, Mr. Batten quoted from 
the report given by Mr. Spack
man as chairman of the com
mittee, in 1944. 

Unknown facts relating to the 
accomplishments of the com
mittee and the overall work of 
the Kiwanians were uncovered 
through the report. At the top 
Of the list of activities engaged 
in by the committee was the 
blood donor work. 
GAVE FIRST UNIT 

Through the report, Mr. 
Batten revealed that the St. 
Thomas Kiwanis Club, through 
the War Services Committee, 
gave the Canadian Red Cross 
lagiety their first blood donor 
Mobile unit. 
*'Mr. Spackman's report as 
chairman read in part: " . . .\ 

Our program, laid out 
stantially the same as in 19 
with the addition of the Blood 
Donor Clinic, is as follows: 1. : 
To provide $100 per month for ? 
prisoners of war parcels and to 
give assistance to the local Red 
Cross Prisoners of War Parcels' 
committee. 2. To distribute and 
provide a minimum of $1,000 
in soldiers' comforts to our 
local boys overseas. 3. To pro
vide as a club the maximum 
amount of assistance to our 
national campaigns. 4. To or-_ 
ganize, finance and operate the 
St. Thomas Red Cross Blood 
Donor Clinic. The budget for 
1943 required to do the above 
work was $8,200 and our com
mittee has endeavored to give 
leadership in the raising of the 
required money through carni
vals, etc." 

In 1942, after raising money 
through various means, and 
presenting the Canadian Red 
Cross with the mobile unit, the coB^mittee went to work on 
establishing a clinic of their 
ovm. rather than enlisting do-^ Sofs for the London clinic. 

They selected a vacant ground 
floor of a local factory building, 
and set about converting it into 
a clinic. 

On January 18, 1943, the first 
clinic was held, and on Feb
ruary 2, 1943, the clinic was 
operated on a weekly basis. 

"The objective set by our 
committee was 9,000 donations 
for the year ending February 
2, 1944," Mr. Spackman's report 
continues. 

"On Saturday, August 7, we 
had received over 6,000 do
nations. Our cost per donation 
is 55c exclusive of capital ex
penditure. The clinic is in a 
healthy condition having a bank 
of over 3,000 donors. A search 
for donors is a constant neces
sity. Recently, every house; 
factory and business was can
vassed in the Victory Loan pat
tern with employee canvassers in the factories. We obtained 
1,477 additional donors during 
that one week canvass." 



NEED FOR BLOOD 
Mr. Batten told the group 

that the sirea in which St. 
Thomas is located is in con
stant need of blood. Six clinics 
are held a year in St. Thomas, 
he said, with a quota of 250 
pints of blood for each clinic. 

Four of the clinics have been 
held, he said, and the average 
per clinic has been about 125 
pints—about 100 pints below the 
quota. 

In paying tribute to Mr. 
Spackman, Mr. Batten also 
lauded W. R. Coulter, of St. 
Thomas, who worked with Mr. 
Spackman on the committee. 
Mr. Coulter was A head table 
guest at yesterday's luncheon 
also. 

Asked to address the gath
ering, Mr. Spackman thanked 
all the people who worked with 
him, and quoting from a recent 
book dealing with public service 
through organizations such as 
the Red Cross, he told the 
group, "People always work 
harder for devotion rather than 
for money." 

"Many times," he said, "it is 
a sacrifice to give up that golf 
game or that curling match, but 
remeajber—yoiL^sre the, people 
for whom the bell tolls." 

Mr. Batten gave a brief his
tory of the Red Cross Society 
as an international body, a 
national body and a local unit. 

He urged the Kiwanians to 
consider a meais of enlisting 
more donors in this area. It 
was learned that the local club 
will take the matter under con
sideration at an early date. 

In conclusion, he reminded 
the group that "the strength of 
an international society is in| 
the grass roots." 


