
A t 90, Frederick J. Waddell 

Still Nimbly Clicks His Heel; 
For the benefit of the photo

graphers who took his picture 
Thursday, Frederick J. Waddall, 
who is celebrating his 90th b i r th
day today, cut-a very fancy caper 
for a man of his age — one at 
which many a man half his age 
would fail attempting. He leaped 
in the air and clicked his heels 
together, landing nimbly and 
lightly on bis toes. 

" I f you'd come around a year 
ago," he said, "I 'd have clicked 
my heels twice for you. But I 'm 
not as young as I^W-a-s-then." - . 

Mr. Waddell, who makes his 
home with his daughter-in-law, 
Mrs. H. B, Waddell, at the old 
Leverton family residence at 12 
Balaclava street, looks, acts and 
lives the life of a far younger 
•man than he is and he still enjoys 
i t to the full. Probably one of, the 
most widely known residents of 
the city, he has been a contri
butor of homely verse to The 
Times-Journal for many years. 
He made a joint affair of cele
brating his birthday a day in ad
vance along wi th his great grand
daughter, Judy Waddell, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Wendell Wad
dell, who was two yesterday. 
They were feted together at a 
family dinner given by Mrs. H. 
B. Waddell. 

Mr. Waddell was born at Port 
Stanley on March T, 1857, a son 
of the late Mr. and Mrs. John 
Waddell who were among the 
early residents of the lakeside 
village closely^ reTated to~ the 
pioneer Bostwick family. As a 
young man, he came to St. 
Thomas and for three years serv
ed as a junior in the old Molson's 
Bank which stood at the corner 
of Pearl and Talbot streets. 

In 1880, Mr. Waddell went into 
business with his brother, Harry 
Waddell, establishing a grocery 
store in the present A. N . Mar
t in paint shop just east of the 
Capitol Theatre. Later he set up 
his own business in Ross street 
and continued there until he sold 
o u t in 1918 at tile age of 62. But 
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he didn't retire for another 13 
years. In that interval he con
tinued his connection with the 
trade, both wholesale and retail, 
wi th National Grocers, Moody & 
Clark, and just before his retire
ment in 1931, w i th R. C. ' Mc-
Kenzle. 

Since then, he has enjoyed a 
life-.of leisure, busying himself In 
a vartety oT ways. Writing poetry 
has been a sideline throughout 
his life and scores of his verses, 
nearly all bits of homely philo
sophy, have been published. In 
other ways he maintains a lively 
interest in current events, is a 
regular church-goer, and in sea
son attends to the lovely gardens 
at the side and back of his home. 
Among his present interests is 
the gathering of material of his
toric nature concerning the Bost
wick family and early life i n the ' 
Port Stanley and Soutii Yar- ' 
mouth djstricts. . 


