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The title of this book 
wil I provoke the inevita
ble question, "Beneath the 
surface of what? 11 • The 
title refers to Belmont 1s 
incredibly rich heritage 
that too few of the present 
generation are aware of. 

Assembling the group 
that works on a book be
comes a story in itself. 
Each time it is different. 
This has been a secondary 
purpose of the publication
the 11 discovery 11 of new 
talent. 

The Nriter of this years 
book qualifies as a new 
discovery. Heather 

Hudson has been a first
rate researcher and 
writer for this project. 
I was confident of her 
abilities even before she 
was. 

The artist, J. 0. 
Radford, of London, 
Ontario would hardl y 
qualify as a new talent. 
One look through her 
portfolio reveals hat 
these sketches are I ike 
the tip of an iceberg. er 
other work is quite 
sensational. 

Sandra Perry has as
sisted me on many of 
these projects and has be-

come a valuable co-editor . 
Her ability is unquestion
able, her support 
irreplaceable. 

L as t I y I w ou I d I ike to 
thank the people of 
Belmont, in particular 
Mrs. Inez Smith, and 
Mr. & Mrs. Francis 
Faulds, and the Staff of 
the Elgin County Library. 

no this is the 
finest book I have ever 
wor ed on. I hope ou 

i fl agree. 

TO BO A 
-EDITOR 
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The 
History of 
Belmont 

The little village of 
Belmont (pop. 900, 1981) 
I ies hidden along Ontario 
Highway 74 between Niles
town and New Sarum. 

It is ideally located be
cause of its c I ose proximity 
to London, St. Thomas and 
Aylmer. 

It lies hidden in the sense 
that a wealth of history is 
stored in it's memory, but 
very I ittle of this information 
is common knowledge. 

There is even the ap
pearance, on the surface, 
that painstaking care has 
been taken to obscure this 

story. After alI there are 
many other places in Britain, 
the u.s., Quebec, and 
Manitoba named B lmont, all 
with greater. notoriety. The 
third and tel I ing race in the 
.American Tr.iple Crown of 
narness racing has even 
borrowed the monicker. 

More facts support this 
argument. The village has 
been clever! y situated at the 
intersect ion of four ownships 
in two I arge counties making 
one unsure where public 
documents are located. Are 
they in the Elgin or Middle
sex county offices; or 
Yarmouth, South Dorchester, 
North Dorchester or West-

minster township off i ces, or 
possibly the village munici
pal office? 

But the story of th i s vi 1-
lage and its role in the h i s
tory of Ontario is too r i c h 
to remain hidden. 

The story begins with 
_nonce upon a time there as 
a man named Joshua Ode I I ••• " 
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The 
Odell 
fi • 

William Odell, merchant 
and farmer at B elmont, 
0 ntario, w as of Dutch an
cestry, foun der of the 
farn i I y in America, having 
se t tled in Dutchess County, 
N. '(. 

John Odell, the gre at
grandfather of William, w as 
born in 1758. H is wi f e, 
Enor Schriver, \.v as a lso 
born in that .3tate, Feb. 17, 
1761, and to their union a 
famil y of ten children were 
born--William , Peter, 
Joshua -=>. , AI bert S. , John, 
James, Rebecca (who m orr i e d 
a Mr. Dot y) , M R r t h a (wi fe 
o f Ezra .3ri ff ith, t he fi rst 
t ax coil ector o f \1\' e::, :m inster 
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l o v•Jn sh ip), H annah and Loop. 
Duri ng th e A me r ican ~·~ev
ol u tion , J ohn Ode l l was a 
Loyalist, and left the 3ta t e 
o f N e w Y o rk short I y after 
178 5, and se tt I ed near 
Mon tre a l, C an a da, 1here he 
p assed the remainder of his 
days. A ll his children, w itb 
t he except i on o f Loop~ w ho 
d ied in L o 1:''er Canada, came 
t o W estminste r T o--tnship, 
Ont a rio, his s on A lbert :3. 
being the firs t one to -::ome . 
· ~- he I a t t e r a r r i ve d in 1 8 1 0 , 
and the r emainder of the 
f am i I y short I y L'ft e r , h Is 
b r other Joshua c oming in 
18 11 and t akingu;.> 200 
ac r es o f land, on :.1hich he 
loca t ed and began cle<Jring . 

A..fter I iving on this farm a 
few years, he sol out, ar.~d 

in 1831 located in London, 
1. ;her.e he k pt a tavern on 
Dundas St. , a ter'.·Jards pur
chasing a farm in 'f/estm in
ster Township, and moved 
to Belmont about 18341 bein9 
one oi' the founders of that 
tol."tn. He was married to 
r iss Cornelia Pa en, by 
V1hom he became the father. 
of ten children--JuHa A., 
8achel, Polly, Enor, Anna, 
A I vira , ...... ebecca, John G. , 
Cornel ius and !/if I iam H. 
'-'os hua I ived to be 77 ears 
of age, and died in 1863 
having been a prosperous 
farmer and an honored 
citizen throughout life. His 



son John G . Odel l 'as born 
in OdelltO\'Jn in 1810, and 
1as r e are d to a fa r m I i f • 

He m rri ed f,;a r ian Athns, 
a S cotch lady , b y ,. hom h 
h a d eight cti i l r en--'I'.Jil l iam , 
Pete r, J ohn , Co r nelius , 
Allan, Henr i e tt a, A 9nes nd 
C I a r a . -~-he i r mar ria ge 
took p lace tn I dchig ""n, after 
·· hi c h they sett led in 
L..J e lm o ""'t . In 184 1 , he bega: 
keep ing an hotel , but sold 
out in 1856 and eng;;ged in 
farming , w hich he c ontinued 
un t il h i s death in 187 6 , a t 
!he age o f s i 'ty - s ix ye · rs . 

o shua Cdell w as n prorr
inent man in B elm ont , nd 
o ··ned the I nd whe r the 

tm ~ n no· stands; und was 
one ":ho too gr at pri in 
his V'ord , it b ing truly 
s icJ of him that hi word 
'' s r~ s good s his bon • 
I : e t ook great puins to in
still principl s of honor in 
the minds of his chil d ren , 
and his memory is r vered 
by his descendants . i ll iar;' 
Ode I I, his son, w as born in 

elmont in 18L,l and wa s 
there educated in the co -
mon schools, h is earl y d s 
being also sp n in i lli rlg 

the s o il and ·Jerking in his 
fa ther 1s mercant ile estab-
1 ishment. His partne r as 
~'./ill i am Oyer; to hom 
Od II sold his interest in 
1 87l~ , he then ng~g d · 

arming and stock dealing, 
and he I d the of-Fi e or Post
master of :::elmont or t Jen
ty years . H e v as married 
in 1870 to 1. ·s~ al ina Col e, 

daughter of Joseph and 
Anna (f.1 aker Cole, ·1ho 
were fro De onshire, 
Eng I a d, an d came to 
Am~rica in 1832. · h e un i on 
o 1\' r . a n d f '; rs . Ode! ·Jas 
blessed 'l it h L e birth o · 
i e chi d ren --1-- e n r ie t a, 

Willia ·tl r en r , ,_ a lin , 
J oh :3. and Ceci I C . --all 
o f w om a .. . en ed h e I· h 
o ist C 1 o hich fl. r, 

t ; rs. 
members. 

·1ere 
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The 
Manning fi . 

Jacob J. Manning w as of 
Irish-German I ineage, and a 
descenc'ant of a prominent 
old family, the founder in 
America being a native of 
Ireland, and a pioneer set
tler in Dutchess County, 
New York. Jacob Manning, 
the grandfather, was born 
in York State, and was a 
farmer by occupation. Dur
ing the American Revolution, 
he w as a Loyalist, emigrat
ing a few years after that 
struggle to Canada, where 
he and his three sons were 
each given 200 acres of land 
for the assistance they ren
dered the British Govern
ment during that war. Here 
the father died, and, in 
1833, his son Isaac (fathe r 

5 

of Jacob J. Mann ing) moved 
w i t h h is f am i I y to W es t 
m in s t e r Town s h ip, se tt led 
on 200 ac r es o f I and on the 
Fourth Concessi on, w here 
members of the family s t ill 
res i de. He wa s marr ied in 
1794 to M iss Sar ah W iII sey , 
by w hom he b ecame the 
father of the fo l I owing fam i I y: 
Jacob J., John , Harry, 
AI ph a, \.Y i II sey , Isaac , Polly , 
Matilda, Evis , Eleanor, and 
Sabr ina. Mr . M anning was 
a membe r of the M e t ho dis t 
Church, on of the fi r s t 
settl e rs o f W es tm inste r 
Tow n sh ip, anc' d ied a t the 
age of sevent y-seven years . 

Jacob J. Manning , w a s 
born ne a r Rou se ' s Po int , 

N. Y., in 1795 , but was 
r ea r ed on his father•s farm 
in Canada, marrying, after 
a sui t able age, Elizabeth 
P aten, which union resulted 
in the birth of eight children 
--Henrietta, Lawrence, 
Lucetta, W iII i am, Rachel, 
Sail y A . , John G. an d 
A lmina. Mr. Manning w as 
appointed Lieutenant in the 
Militia, and rose to the rank 
of Captain, and afterwards 
began fi II ing the duties of 
M agistrate. He owned a 
farm, and, about 1834, em i 
grated to Middlesex County , 
and sett I ed on the Sixth 
Concession of Westm inste r 
Township, where he cl eare d 
a farm of 200 acres. He 
was appointed Mag i strate 



soon after coming to this 
county, and became Captain 
of the Militia, being after
wards appointed to the rank 
of Colonel, an office he 
filled until old age compelled 
him to resign. He was a 
church member for more than 
sixty years, and throughout 
his long and useful walk 
through I ife has commanded 
the respect and esteem of all 
who knew him. During his 
early career he kept a store 
for fourteen years, where 
Belmont now stands, which 
enterprise was attended with 
good success. His son, 
Lawrence Manning, was 
born in Henrysburg, Canada, 
1818, and was in his six
teenth year when he came to 

Westminster Townsnip, 
where he assisted his father 
to clear their farm and get 
it in good tillable condition. 

He was married to Miss 
Hannah Duncaw, a daughter 
of Joseph Duncaw, by whom 
he became the father of one 
son, who grew to manhood 
--Jacob J. The family 
attended the Methodist 
Church, and were classed 
among the prosperous, highly 
honoured, and progressive 
citizens of the county. 

Jacob J. Manning, his son, 
was born on the old home
stead in Middlesex County. 
He received a common 
school education, and was 

wedded to Miss Rebecca A. 
McKnight, a daughter of 
Thomas and Margaret (Bor
land) McKnight. The union 
:~as blessed wi h the birth 

of a daughter-- E. Addie. 
Mr. Manning as always an 
industrious farmer. either 
he, his father, nor his 
grandfather was ever sued 
for any cause, being peacea
ble, I aw-abiding citizens. 
Four generations ha e no 
I ived on the old homestead, 
the fifth gene rat ion being 
Harry L. Coli ard, son o 
Mr. M. Collard, of or h 
Dorchester. This instance 
forcibly illustrates the re
markable Ionge ity of the 
staunch old pioneer family. 
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The 
Ibst 
Office 

The forerunner of Belmont 
was the Manning Settlement. 
Squire Jacob Manning found
ed the settlement on the cor
ner of the town I ine and sixth 
con cess ion. A post office 
was established at his res i
dence in 1853 and called 
Plymouth. The doors open-
ed on Apri I 1st. The 
Squire operated the mail until 
1856 when James ~Vaterbury 
became postmaster. 

Mr. Waterbury passed 
away in 1865 and Charles 
Shain took over the position 
for the final three years the 
Post Office was at this 
location. 
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In 1868, the office was 
moved to the viii age and 
officially named Belmont. 
Location became the home 
of Mrs. John Gilbert Odell. 
Her son, William Henry 
Odell, became the first 
Belmont Postmas ter and he I d 
the position until 1897 when 
he died. Brother Peter 
Ode II succeeded him unt i I 
his demise in 1914. During 
this period, the Odells sold 
their home and moved to the 
residence next door, oper
ating the service from the 
premises. 

Wesley Venning purchased 
this house and was sworn in 
as Postmaster. He added 

210 Main Street 

an "L rt shaped north wing 
to the building which was 
used for the pos al service. 
Mr. Venning died 25 years 
later and the residence as 
purchased by Mr. and Mrs. 
William Mahar. TheY re
moved the addition in 1940. 
The current owner, rs. 
James Tribe, still resides 
at the 224 Main Stree 
address. 

. :1 ith the appointment of 
lrlaror d Archer as new Post
master in 1939, the o ice 
journeyed further up Main 
Street to h"s residence at 
192 Main. He imitated r. 
Venning and built a nor h 
wing on his home for the 



same purpose. Mr. Archer 
retired in 1963. 

Recent Postmasters have 
included Thomas Frankland, 
Mrs. Clarence Cornish, and 
the present Postmistress 
June Ironside. 

In 1971, the Post Office 
made its last move to its 
present site, the lot where 
the old hotel was torn down 
in 1968. 
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The 
Nugent 
fi . 

Thomas Nugent, son of an 
United Empire Loyalist from 
New York State, came to 
what is now the Vi II age of 
Belmont, inthe early 1850 1s. 
He was a man of substance, 
and the imposing home which 
he bu i It just north of the 
viii age, 11Springfiel d Glen", 
still stands as a monument 
to one of Belmont 1s founders . 

·,v hen the village was laid 
out, in 1852, at the inst i 
gation of Mr. Nugent and 
other local lanc'owners, its 
bounc'aries embraced part 
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of Nugent 1s hoi d ings . He is 
sa i d to have don at ed theland 
for three of the vi I I age 
churches , and to have as
sisted in th e c ons truc t ion of 
the fir s t s tructures. 

Thomas Nugent was born 
in theTow nship of Mar ysbu r g , 
Prince Edw ard Count y , on 
March 18th, 181 2, s on of 
John Nugent, a p i onee r resi
dent of the c oun t y , an d 
Margaret Carson N ugen t, his 
third wife. The ear ly his-
tory of the fam ily i s o bsc ure , 
because of a I ack o f r ecords, 

but it would appear that 
John Nugent was the son of 
Viscount Robert Smith 
Nugent, who was born in 
County West Meath, I rei and, 
about the year 1720 . The 
Nugents of West Meath are 
an old and highly resp cted 
family. Little can be dis
covered about Viscount 
Robert, except that he as 
married to Phoebe Pearsol, 
daughter of Judge Henry 
Pearsol of Brook I yn, Y. 
There were two chi I dren by 
this marriage-- John ugent 
and a daughter. It is family 



legend that John's sister 
and father were lost at sea 
between Canada and I rei and. 

John Nugent was born in 
Brook I yn about 1760 and died 
in Prince Edward County in 
November 1851. During the 
American Revolutionary War, 
Nugent, though quite young, 
he I d an important post be
hind the British I ines at New 
York. He came to L'pper 
Canada with the United Em
pire Loyalists in 1784. 

In 1765 01 iver Nugent, who 

had served as a British agent 
at Philadelphia throughout 
the war, appeared before the 
Upper Canada Land Board, 
and petitionee for land on 
behalf of the Robert Nugent 
fam i I y, subjects of Great 
Britain who intended to be
come inhabitants of the 
Province of Upper Canada. 
Individual grants of 1, 200 
acres were requested for 
Robert Nugent, an officer 
in H. M. 20th regiment, 
Nicholas, John, Barbara, 
Mary and Christian Nugent. 
The petit ion was granted. 

Mr. ugent 1s nine sons, 
Byron, Thomas Morgan, 
John Wesley, Frankl in 
Stayner,. John Strachan, 
James Gillespie, Daniel 
Cline, Charles Wesley and 
William Washburn, achieved 
remarkable records of 
success in the fie Ids which 
they entered. 

Byron, the eldest son, 
and Daniel Cline ugent, 
founded the firm of B. 
Nugent & Bros. at St. 
Louis, Missouri, in 1873. 
This became one of the 
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largest department stores in 
that section of United States 
and is today headed by 
Julian L . Nugent, son of 
Byron Nugent . James 
Gillespie Nugent, another 
brother, was also associated 
with this firm. 

John Strachan Nugent 
went into the paper box bu s i 
ness at Brook I yn, I ater 
consolidating w ith other 
prominent men in the bus i 
ness, forming what is now 
know n as the National Fold
ing Box Company. 

1 1 

F rankl in S tayne r Nugent 
en t e r ed the l egal profession 
be ing a mem b r of t h law 
f irm known as Nugen t and 
J am s on, w i th offices in 
Toronto an d W innipe . Mr. 
Nugen t became one of 
Can ada 1s ou t s t anding crimi
nal lawye r s , po ssibly his 
mos t famou s case being the 
tr i al o f R obert Moran for 
the murder o f Hannah Hatton 
in w h ich he secur d an ac
qu itt a I for h i s client . 

Wi II iam Washburn Nugen , 
the youngest son, f ounded 

the firm of W illiam W . 
Nugent & Co. Inc. , of 
Chicago in 1897 . They 
manufact ured various types 
of mechanical equ ·pment. He 
died in 1938. 

His b~other Thomas 
Morgan ugent, cfied ~n 1870, 
aged 26 years . Of n ·ne 
brothers, Charles Wesle y 
is the on I y one whose career 
it has not be possible to 
follow . 

Thomas Nugent, the father 
moved I ater in I ife, o the 



town of Ontario, California, 
(so named because o f the 
number of residents of this 
part of the Dominion who 
settled there) where he be
came a prominent orange 
grower. He started a new 
business at a time of I ife 
when most men are content 
to retire and enjoy the 
fruits of their early labors. 
Among his many philan
thropies was the gift of 
Nugent Park, a recreational 
Centre, to the town of 
Ontario, California. 
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Springfield 
Glen 

Even at a distance the 
beauty of this house can 
take one's breath away. It 
is by far one of the most 
magnificent structures in 
this area of Ontario. The 
detail and care which went 
into its construction stand 
as a monument to bui I der 
Thomas Nugent. 

The original land was 
Crown granted to Mrs. 
Deborah Washburn in 1812. 
In the 1860 1s, Mr. Nugent 
obtained the parcel and 
commenced construction. 

The one-and-a-half storey 
building is a combination 
of the Renaissance Tudor 

and Gothic Revival styles. 
· -ouches of Neo-classical 
can at so be found through
out. The floor plan is 
based on the Tudor or 
Jacobean 11 H 11 common to 
Eng I ish Manor homes of the 
era. It is essential Jy a 
spacious centre hall with 
two large wings. 

R. R. 2 Belmont 

As one approaches the 
house, the three roof par
titions with seven gables 
tell the viewer that they 
have come upo something 
special. Two large gab es 
face north, south and west. 
The roof was once shin
gled with hand-hewn cedar 
shakes. 

The cornice ends of the 
gables are decorated with 
carved, solid wooden verge 
boards in a flo ing 115 11 

pattern. Whe e this verge
board meets at the roof 
ridge, stands an octagonal 
pinnacle with a decorative 
finial. 
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Adorning each wall of the 
large gables are round 
11Catherine Wheel 11 shaped 
windows with quatrefoils in 
a cloverleaf pattern. The 
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three smaller gab I es fea
ture two I ancet shaped 
windows which merge to 
form a single win dow of 
six panes. An interest-
ing diamond pattern is 
created in the arch. Neo
classical I intels are allow
ed to follow the shape of 
the arches. 

The other windows are 
rectangular in shape with 
the second storey sets 
being only slightly small
er in size giving the en
tire structure a sense of 
proportion and grace. 
Simple Neo-classical I in
tels complete this effect. 
Solid stone slabs are used 
as window-s iII s on the 

f i r s t f I oo r w it h wood s i II s 
used above • A word of 
note about the windows. 
Casual observation gives 
them the appearance of 



casement windows. Closer 
inspect ion reveals they are 
actual I y two separate sash 
windows with three panes 
of glass each. 

The front entrance fea
tures a pointed arch of 
Gothic persuaion. "Fhe 
doors are centre split. 
Each door contains half 
a I ancet arch in its upper 
panel and two lower square 
panels. Even the archi
trave is decorated with an 
arched I intel. 

The house is said to 
contain 233, 000 bricks of 
the buff variety indigenous 
to this area. The walls 
are three bricks thick. 
Beneath the corn ice the 
bricks are corbel I ed for 
three rows forming in
verted "L" shaped brack
ets. Arched windows con
tain brickwork keystones. 

The original house had 
four chimneys, one on the 
outside corner or each wing 
and six fireplaces. The 
centre of the 11H 11 contained 
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upper and lower verandas 
with intricate scroll w ork , 
since removed. 

The 22 room res idence 
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has had a his t ory of long 
owne r ship by each of its 
r esiden t s . Mr. and Mrs . 
Venney pu r chased the prop
e rt y in 187 8, followed by 

the Merritt Willsie 1s and 
the Jonathan B. Mannings. 
In 1898, Mr. and Mrs. 
Willard Clark Manning 
moved in and remained un
til 1909 when Henry and 
Arne I i a (Stevenson) Barons 
became owners. 

Frank and Lilian McBride 
purchased the property, 
which has also been known 
as the Seven Sisters 
(because of the gab I es), 
or Twin Sisters (because 
of the wings), in 1945. 

Tony and Henrica (V:an
dengaard) Vervoordeldonk 
bought the farm in 1961, 
and are the present o ners. 





The 
Wdlsie 
fi • 

The son, Thomas Vi II s i e , 
grew up and married Hannah 
Manning, daughter of Jacob 
Mann in g. The Manning 
family were also Unite d 
Empire Loyalists. Thomas 
and Hannah had eight chil
dren: Jacob, Susan~a, 

Rebecca, Isaac, Mercy, 
Gabriel, John and William 
Thomas. They I ived in 
0 dell town where the father 
Thomas Villsie died at about 
forty years of age, his son 
V\'ill iam Thomas being born 
on the day of his death, 
March 1 4, 1 8 1 5 . 

Wi IIi am Thomas ' N iII sie 
grew up in Odell town and 
farmed the fifty acre share 
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of th e l an d his fa ther had 
le ft h im. He served as a 

S e r gean t and part icipated 
in t w o b attl es a t Od lltown 
curing the Canadian Rebel-
1 ion of 1837-- one of the 
battl es being f ough t on his 
farm. W iII i am Thomas was 
always loyal to the King. 

On Apr i I 24, 1 84 1 , 
William Thom as W i l tsie 
married Annie , daughter of 
John and S ar ah F orce , also 
a L o yali s t fam i ly . 

In 1 845 he and A nnie and 
their small s on , George , 
moved to Wes tminster Town
ship, Onta r i o, whe r e the 
pre sent town of B lmont is . 

ill iam Thomas purchased 
a bush farm and made it 
into a very fine and pros-
perous farm. This farm 

as procured from the 
Cro n. il J ·am Thomas 
built a co fortable house 
and to the present day it is 
owned and occupied by 
Willsies. Tlie house was 
bui Jt on great big logs, 12 
to 15 inches in diameter, 
which hoi d the house up. 
The present owner of the 
farm is Don Wilfsie, the 
great grandson of William 
Thomas. 

In this house Hannah 
W illsie 
1849. 

as born on a 21 , 
It was in the parlor 



of this house that she and 
James Creamer were mar
riec on a cold and snowy 
January 12, 1870. They 
left on their 11honeymoon 11 , 

just going to their new I y 
purchased home not far away, 
by horse and sleigh, and 
drove on the snow right 
over the fence tops. On his 
marriage, James Creamer 
joined Hannah 1s church 
(Methodist). 

The William Thomas 
',Vi II s ies also had a younger 
daughter, Elvira. 

W iII i am Thomas died on 
January 6, 1899 of a stroke. 

He is buried at Belmont in 
the 5th Concession Cemetery. 

The mother, Annie Force
Willsie was born at Odell
town, Quebec in 1822 and 
died in 1908 at Belmont. 
She is buried beside her 
husband, in Belmont. 

A clan, family or band 
of people fled from Northern 
Gaul as Caesar was march
ing north. They finally 
settled in the South of England 
and established a town 
called Wil tztown, now known 
as the city of Wilton. As 
years passed, some sailed 
to North America and set
tled in New Amsterdam. 

During the American Revo
lution many of them to 
Canada. The became known 
as United Empire Loyalists . 

Wit I aim Thomas Willsie 
was a prosperous farmer 
along the Hudson River in 
Duchess County, ew York. 
During the Revoluntionary 
War he was a United Empire 
Loyalists and moved V'Jith 
his wife and son Thomas 
(born in 1775 inQuebec, 
Canada), to a to n called 
Odell town . Here William, 
in time, again became a 
prosperous farmer. King 
George largely re-imbursed 
the United Empire Loyalists 
for heir losses caused by 
their loyalty to him. 
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The 
Willsie 

The Wiltsie Farm on the 
north edge of Belmont 
sIts direct I y oppos it the 
Springfield Glen farm. 

It has remained in the 
same fam i I y from the time 
William and Annie (Force) 
W illsie purchased the prop
erty from Mr. Ostram 
Odell in 1866. Successive 
generations have included 
George and Serepta (Hare) 
Wiltsie, William and Flora 
Ann (McMillan) Willsie, and 
the present owners: Donald 
and Etta (Lane) Wiltsie. 

The house was built in 
the late 1840's with a 
foundation of fie I dstone as 

the majority of area homes 
were at that time. The 
main support beams are 
unsquared Jogs, many of 
which are still covered 
with bark. Sturdy tongue 
and groove boards are 
used for the floor. 

The I ayout consists of a 
square box form. This 
simple design was adopted 
by earlier pioneers because 
of its adaptibility to back 
or side additions. This 
particular home has ex
pand d towards the back. 

Th sty I e shows traces 
of early vernacular 
Regency popular between 

R. R. 2 Belmont 

Soomer 
Kitdlen 

L. I 

'oiUU Ooltie 
~ Living lroom --
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the 1830 1s and 1850 1s, and 
I ines of the Gothic Revival 
which became vogue around 
the time of construction. 
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The saddled roof contains 
two large gabled ends, 
facing north and south, with 
a smaller westward facing 
gable at the front. Cedar 
shingles once covered the 
roof. 

lnt ricatel y fretted verge
boards decorate the gabled 
ends in geometrical patterns. 
The upper facade contains 
an interesting carved 
pattern: a diamond shape 
with circular form within 
the diamond and a sun
burst patterns radiating 
from without. The lower 
edge of each design is 
finished with a row of "5" 
shaped din tel s. 

Windows are double
sashed and trimmed with 
Regency mout ding. The 
upper corners, each have 
a turned squared corner, 



popular at the time. The 
large front window is sim
ilarly trimmed and has a 
three pane transom above. 

The front entrance is a 
smal I enclosed porch with 
a gabled roof. The face 
of the gable being trim
med with seal I oped fret
work. The interior door 
has four sm alI wood pan
els completing the top half. 

The exterior was once 
covered in lap-board 
siding. 
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James Creamer was born 
in Mt. Pleasant, near 
Peterboro, Ontario, Canada, 
on February 7, 1837. He 
was of Irish descent, his 
parents coming to Can ada 
from Ireland not long before 
he was born. They settled 
on a ranch, which at that 
time was in the w i I derness. 
Timber wolves were plenti
ful around their place, and 
they had to guard their I ive
stock carefully. The woods 
were also full of bears. 

When James Creamer was 
nineteen years of age he I eft 
his home near Peterboro 
and joined his two older 
brothers in their shoe man-
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ufacturing works in Belmont, 
Ontario. After a time he 
became restless and in 1865 
(age 28) decided to travel to 
California via New York 
and the Isthmus of Panama. 

James wished to marry 
and take with him to 
California his 16-year-ol d 
sweetheart, Hannah Willsie. 
She also I ived in Belmont. 
Hannah 1s father refused per
mission for her to go off to 
11 wild 1' California, so James 
went alone. He soon settled 
in St. Helena, and had a 
successfu I shoe business, 
making shoes to measure·, as 
was the custom in those 
early days. As soon as the 

transcontinental ra i I road 
was put through, James left 
St. Helena and returned to 
Belmont, Ontario. He and 
Hannah Wiltsie were marr.ied, 
purchased a home,and he 
returned to work with his 
brothers. 

Hannah Willsie-Creamer 
recal I ed years I ater that 
after she and James were 
married, some power beyond 
their control seemed to dr-aw 
them to leave for California. 
To the dismay of their fam
ilies (and actually to their 
own dismay) they sofd their 
home and moved to St. 
Helena in 1872. Here they 
purchased a home and James 



reopened his shoe business 
down town. Soon after the 
Creamers arrived in St. 
Helena, Jessie Edith, thei~ 

only child, was born on 
August 29, 1872. 

Jessie Creamer attended 
Healdsburg Coli ege, and 
1 ater taught instrumental 
music there. She met John 
Paap at Healdsburg, and 
they were marriec at her 
home in St. Helena on 
August 29, 1 895. Their first 
child, Anita Hilda, was born 
in Healdsburg on October 
22, 1897. In 1899 they were 
asked to connect with Avon
dale Coli ege in Australia, he 
as a science teacher and she 

as a music teacher. Their 
second daughter, Marion 
Creamer, was born to them 
at Avondale on January 30, 
1901. In 1910 the Paap 1s 
were asked to connect with 
the new Pacific Union Col
lege. They taught there 
unt i I 1914 when they moved 
to Lodi where John was 
principal of Lodi Academy 

unt i I January 1919 when he 
died in the great Spanish 
Influenza Epidemic. Jessie 
stayed on there and taught 
for another year, then re
turned to Pacific Union Col
lege where she taught art 
for some fifteen years. She 
then moved to the Sanitarium 
(Deer Park) where she and 

her mother made their home, 
and Jessie taught occupa
tional therapy at the Sanitar
ium for a few years. 

Some time after James 1 

death, Hannah sold their 
home and either rented an 
apartment near the St. 
Helena Sanitarium, or I ived 
with her daughter Jessie, 
near the Sanitarium. She 
passed away at St. Helena 
Sanitarium, April 2, 1945, 
being nearly 96 years of age. 
She, too, is also buried at 
St. Helena Cemetery. Here, 
also, are buried Jessie 
Creamer-Paap and John 
Henry Paap. Jessie. died 
August 29, 1961 on her 89th 
birthday. John died January 
18, 1919. 
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The 
Longfield 
House 

Situated at the north 
end of tow n b etween the 
Ron s on an d 'Vil lsie resi
dences is the L ongfield 
House . I t was buil t in the 
1880 1s b y se tt le r Jaco b 1. 
Manning. 

Kitchen 
·~ • 

Diming room living room 

I • 

::=: 
::::: Hall 
~ 
~ 

I I "1 -,_. 

SeveraJ other families 
have resided in this digni
fied buff brick dwelling. 
These include Mr. and Mrs . 
Murray Barr (whose son 
current I y resides in London 
and is a geneticist of some 
rekno\.-;n) , M r . and Mrs . 
Ralph Pitz, and the present 
owners, (since 1948), Mr. 
and M rs . Gordon Longf ield • 

Tuscan vernacular design 
wi th a definite Italian ate 
influence forms the basic 
style of this rectangular 
side-hall structure . 

The hip and valley roof, 
wi th a deck on the hip, 
was once cedar shingled. 

R. R . 2 B elmont 

The tw o dormers are 
gambrel Jed. B oth gabl es 
once had scalloped fret
work on their facades. 
Side bracketin g an d en t il 
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trim still high-light rect
angular venetian windows. 
The dormers have corn ices 
rlecorated with V'looden 
brackets; the I arger end 
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brackets carved in geomet
ric pattern with round 
capitals. 

Approaching the house, 
one not ices the front veran
da (now enclosed) and side 
porch. Square posts 
support gab I ed roofs ac
centuated with seal loped 
fretwork. 

Entering the arched 
doorway, the eye is drawn 
to a front door consisting 
of three vvood lovver pane s 
below a large glass centre 
pane. Two smat fer panels 
rest above the win dow. 

Enclosed within the front 
porch is a horseshoe shap
ed window with an arched 
brick I inte 1. 



The main windows are an 
example of the segmental I y 
arched double -sash d typ • 
Several on th lower stor y 
have engrav d upper pan s. 

Brick I ir:ttels and slab 
stone sills complete the 
effect of nobility. 
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The 
Ronson 
House 

Located on the northern 
edge of Belmont adjacent 
to the Longfield home stands 
the magnificent • on s on 
House. 

Built b y the first of 
four Cline family members 
to occupy the residence 
in 1893, the house is a 
eo-classical sty! e of 

Tuscan derivation. The 
interior is designed in 
the centre-hall fashion. 

The architectural detaiJ 
of the home is nothing 
short of impressive. 

The Romanesque windows 
of varying sizes are adorn-

ed with beautifuJ Lin tel s on 
their gtazing bars. The 
front windows feature off
set panes {The upper panes 
being smaller than the 
lower-) Lintels are made 
of the same buff brick the 
house is constructed with. 

268 Main Street. 

An elaborate carving 
over the transom greets 
one at the front ent ranee. 
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The roof is steep I y 
pitched in the hip s t y I e 
with a deck en the hip 
and a crow-stepped frortt 
dormer. Original rectan-
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gular scalloped slate still 
cover the roof. 

The front dormer contain ;;, 
a square split pal I a dian 

,_., inclow with a d cor at ivt:' 
~innacle at its ridge. 

The cornices are w ide, 
but unadorned. 



The house changed own
ership several times in 
the twenty years after- Dr. 

Charles Cline sold it. 
Residents during this peri
od included the Grimsteads, 

Stewart L. Shackleton, 
Palph Pitz, Frank J. 
Moore, Charles and Kath
leen McCormick and Morley 
ard Yvonne Neff. 

In 1954, the state! y home 
was purcrased by the pres
ent residents: Jorn and 
Marjorie (Bertelsen) Penson. 
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The 

Lewis Simpson wa s o f 
English and German descent , 
a member of a fam i I y tha t 
became represented in the 
United States in Dutchess 
County, New York and who se 
grandfather, John Simp son, 
was a Loyalist during the 
American Revolution. Aft e r 
the Colonies became the 
United States, he w ould not 
remain in that country, but 
moved northward and settl ed 
in what he thought was 
Lower Canada. Then, when 
the I ine became estab lished 
betwixt the States and 
Canada, he found he w as in 
Vermont State. H e then 
moved to Odell Town, L. C., 
where he resided for a 
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numbe r of years . He then 
moved to Hollowell, now 
called Picton, and settled 
on a fa r m, and died in 1827. 
He was married to a lady 
by the name of Miss Lewis 
before he left Dutchess 
County, N.Y. , by whom he 
became the father of the 
following ~h il dren:--Joseph, 
Morrice, John, Joel and 
Josiah, and three daughters. 
Morrice Simpson, one of 
the sons, was born Feb. 
26 , 1788, and I ived with 
his uncle, William Lewis, 
afte r his fa ther moved to 
P icton . After re9chfng 
manhood ne was married to 
Miss Polly Vanvliet , who 
was born July 25, 1790 . By 

her he became the father of 
the folfowing children:-
MeiJsa, Almira, Amanda, 
Lewis, Emiline, Catherine, 
John, Joseph and Carol·ne. 
In t 835 he moved to West-
minster Townsh·p, here 
he cleared up a heavy tim
bered farm. He was a 
member of the militia, and 
filled all tne positions from 
Sergeant to Captain, 
and took an ac ive part in 
the war ot 1812. He took 
a part in the Battles of 
L:..acole Mill and Odell To n, 
and as taken priso er by 
the Americans at Shatigee, 
but made is escape by 
being assisted by L ieuten
ant Rooch, an American 



officer, who was an old ac
quaintance. He was a man 
much esteemed by those who 
knew him, and died February, 
1860, at the age of seventy
three years. His son 
Lewis was born in Odell 
Town, May 5, 1818, being 
raised on a farm. At the age 
of th i rt y-th ree years he was 
married to Miss Abby 
Young, daughter of John 
and Harriet Young. She 
bore him four children, 
only two of whom I ived-
John and Hattie. Since 
1 8 62 he and his fam i I y have 
been residents of Belmont, 
where they have a good farm 
pleasant I y situated, Mr. 
Simpson served his Town-

ship as Councillor and 
Deputy-Reeve and Reeve for 
several years, and he I d 
important positions in soci
ety. He was appointed 
Justice of Peace by the 
Ontario Government, but 
never qualified. He 
received a I imited education, 
but was one of the intell i
gent and well-informed men 
of the County. 
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The 
Rebel<ah 
Lodge 

This property has a his
to r y almost as fascinating as 
the architecture of the house 
itself. 

The original parcel of land 
w a s 50 acres and was owned 
by Morris Simpson. In 1854, 
Le\"Jis Simpson acquired it 
and then sold it to John 
McNichol. 

In 1885, St . T homas lawyer 
~ 1orman MacDona! d and 
banker Adam Allison closed 
a transact ion giving them 
O'lnership . M r. Allison, 
also an agent for the Credit 
Valley rail road, set .about 
developing the strategically 
l oca t ed lot which coinciden-

tar I y bordered the rai I road 
tracks of the same company. 
He built a mill and in 1889, 
oversaw the construction of 
the beautifu I Victorian 
Ita I ianate home. 

Since that time, the house 
has been owned by Chari es 
Luton who sold it to './. A. 
Barons in 1911, and the 
International Order of Odd 
Fellows who secured owner
ship in 1931. 

The floor plan is an asym
metrical I ayout with a centre 
ha.ll design. This plan was 
common in the Victorian 
flevival. 

117-121 M ain Street 

Two ornate gables with 
scalloped slate tiles and 
e I abo rate I y carvec frieze 
give the hip and gable roof 
an impressive look. 
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The corn ices are support
ed at intervals by pairs of 
wooden brackets carved in 
intricate floret patterns. 
· he corn ice vergeboard has 
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b en designed with good 
taste in mind in a striking 
re I i f pattern. 

A north dormer br.ings to 

mind the Elizabeth n C assi
c I evival period. A square 
centre pinnacl is nicely 
compliment d by arched 
brackets ith a round win-



do"' in the upper facade. 

Windows of the house and 
two bays are Romanesque, 
in symmetrical ro Js with 
arched brick I inte Is of the 
same buff brick as the rest 
of the abode. The fJ';!ont bay 
is capped with flat quinary 

roof. 

The entrance is definitely 
Neo-classical accented on 
either side by sm a If w in dow s. 
A widow's walk door is sup
ported above the porch. 

The front veranda is a 
study of decorative spindle 
and reel trimmed cornices 

with square, rich I y adorned 
bracketed posts. 

This home was built with 
the intention of giving pleas
ure to the eye. It succeeds 
quite \Jell . 
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The 
Satter ley 
Store 

The I arge two-storey 
building of buff brick stand
ing almost in the centre of 
Belmont has been owned by 
many of the more prominent 
businessmen in the history 
of the vi II age. 

The I ist includes James 
·.vaterbury (1865), (one-time 
owner of the DeAngelis 
house), and early Postmaster, 
George Watcher ( 1869), 
Lewis Olmstead (1869), Arch 
McKellar (1874) VVilliam 
Mohr (1875, 1877) and 
Judson Finch (1876). All 
operated a general store of 
simi I ar description from the 
premises. 

Later entrepreneurs M. T. 
Payne (1921), Ed Gillard, 
and the Satterley 1s carried 
on the tradition into this 
century. 

The building is square 
shaped and designed with a 
side-hall pi an. The archi
tectural style fat Is into the 
Tuscan mode. 

OOice 

Store 
Space 

205 Main Street 

A low hipped roof is en
hanced by seven corbelled 
rows of bracketed brickwork 
tiered beneath the cornices 
on all four sides. 
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The Rom anesque w indo 'VS 

are symmetrical I y placed 
and double-sashed. Close 
inspection reveals glazing 
bars which divide the panes 
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into eight smaller sections . 

The front door is free of 
ornamentation and is actu
ally an altered version of 

a eo-classical entrance . 

It is easy to und rstand 
how this star could be the 

for a 







The 
Funeral 
Parlor 

one of the more fascinating 
buildings in Belmont is the 
former funeral parlor on 
Main Street. 

Over the years it has had a 
long and varied history. Be
ginning as John G. Odell 1s 
general store in 1874, it 
later became a hardware 
store owned by the Campbell s. 

At this point, the commer
cial applications of the pro
perty became a I itt! e unusual. 

First, Gordon Mcintyre 
opened a funeral parlor. Then 
both the Church, and Hunt 
families continued this com
mercial enterprise adding a 

furn iture• store in conjunct ion 
with the entombment business. 

Henry and Gladys Anderson 
took over and made the rec
tangular bui I ding headquar-ters 
for their canvas repair 
business. 

Finally in 1953, George 
and Ruby (Surv•Jell) Anger 
acquired the property and 
converted the structure to 
apartments. 

The appearance of the 
bu i I ding has changed as many 
times as it has owners. 

A second storey porch and 
verandah has since been re-

236 Main Street 

moved 
landing 

leaving a door with a 
leading nowhere. 

Photographs show windows 
being moved many times. 
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This is a building which 
gives one a feeling of past 
events when in its presence . 
The turned support poles of 
the porch roof give the bu i I d-
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ing tha t a i r o f 19 t h centul"'!y 
Ont a r io. One needs on I y 
to close her eyes and 
im agine th r ee o r four old
tim e r s c ong r ega t ing on the 

Utirtty 

Veranda 

LMng room 

Commercial 
Space 

porch for th day discussing 
the curr nt issu s of that 
tim , possibly wh· tfing a 
stick or two. 
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The 
Old 
Schoolhouse 

Th is attractive little 11LII 
shape d bu i I ding was once 
used a s a centre for edu
cation and was in fact school 
sect ion #20. 

-·_ 

! ,_ 

r; 1-. 
r: Kitchen 

livtng room 
.. r:. 

-
Bedrooms 

Buil t in 1853, it was pu~
chased in 1888 by Hugh Mc
Callum. He operated his 
blacksmith shop from the 
building . tn 1913, Mr. and 
Mr. William Falls moved 
in. 

Sometimes called the Milt 
Hambly house after the wid
ower who was the third oc
cupant of the residence in 
1923, it passed on to Murray 
and Frances (Secord) Ham
bly in 1971. 

The structure is an exam
ple of the Picturesque Re
gency style with Gothic 
overtones. 

205 Col lege Street 

The roof features gables 
facing every direction but 
north. The orig,inaJ cedar 
shingles have long since 
been replaced. 

50 



The main g ab les are s t ill 
trimmed with g ingerbread 
of a fern-leaf patte r n . A 
veranda on the sou the r n 
exposure (since r em oved) 
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con t ained similar verge
boards . 

The original tongue and 
groove siding is still intact. 

Double hung windows 
t rimmed with wide moulding 
provide excellent I ight 
throughout the one-and-a
half storey building. A rei ie 
pattern of floret design 
accents the second storey 
mouldings. 

A lancet window (doubl -
hung) highlights the small 
w estern gable . 

The uti I itarian simp I ic
i t y of this structure coupl 

w ith it s quain tness brings to 
m ind childr n yearning for 
the b ginning o f each school 
day so hat they m 1ght be 
able to pass thei r days in 



the pursuit of scholarship 
in the cozy academy. The 
children probably did not 
share this image. 
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The 
elis 

House 
Presbyterian Church rec

ords show this house was 
purchased in 1872 from Mr, 
James Waterbury for $900. 
It was used as a manse until 
1896 when the congregation 
voted to build the present 
Coli ege St. structure. r .r .. 
and tv~rs. Chivers became 
the owners. Since that 
time Mr. and Mrs. Belton, 
George and Laureen (Mossop) 
Stead, (1951), Mr. and Mrs. 
Sam Richardson, and the 
current owners Joseph and 
Jean DeAngelis (1959) have 
occupied the residence. 

The property was orig
inally part of the 0 1Dell 

farm. The house was 
constructed by Mr. and Mrs. 
Venning in about 1850. 

The house is styled in 
the Picturesque Gothic 
Revival mode with Tudor 
influence. This is the 
sty I e which has become 
synonymous with rural 
Ontario dwellings. An 
asymmetrical "L 11 fl oorplan 
is common to this fashion 
and the DeAnget is house 
does not depart from this 
norm. 

The exterior is present
ly covered with lapboard 
siding, but one waf I re
veals the original tongue 
and groove board. What 

196 Main Street 

was once a porch on the 
extended wing has been 
framed in to form a com
fortable I ivingroom. 
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Built on a small brick
walled cellar (south wing 
only), a full basement has 
evolved through the years. 
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The roof has thre 
gables; two I arge ones 
facing east and west, and 
a smaller one facing north. 
Cedar shingles, now Jess 
popular because of fire 
safety cons ide rat ions, once 
cove red the roof. 

Scrollwork now missing 
on the front gable verge
board (but st iII retained on 
the smaller gable), gives 
the impress ion of gent I y 
rolling waves--their crests 
capped with turned finials. 

Offset double-sash vene-
tian windows 
panes each. 

contain six 
Arch it raves 

are finished with moulding 
of th Tudor era. 

Another touch of Tudor 
can be founc on he north 



gabl e . A tiny round-headed storey house a touch of 
arch window sits crowned elegance. 
with a peaked I intel giving 
thi s simple one-and-a-half 
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T he early Scott ish pio
neers o f Dorchester and 
. Vestm in s t e r Tov.tnsh ips had 
to endure manydeprivations, 
one o f t hem bein9 the lack 
of a sui table pi ace of w or
ship . Rei isious services 
were occ a sional! y given by 
Duncan McCol l in Gaelic . 

T o meet this need, the 
peop le built a los church on 
the :ou th ·1est corner of 
Donal d •<ennedy 1s farm on 
the sixth concession of 
Dorchest er . he log s t ruc-
ure · a s approximately thir

ty b y ~ ort y feet anc' spartan 
in its dec o r, but it served 
the purpose . 'this was in 
the year 1846, or 47 . 

A meeting of the Church 
E lders in 1855 resulted in 
pi ans being made for a ne' 1 

church . ··;-he site '.'Jas cho
sen from the I and onated 
by (hom as ugent. Dugald 
tltcVel I ar, an experiencec 
carpenter anc' contractor 
are ·,~ the pI ans for the brick 
building. The first ser ice 
was held on September 14, 
1856, but the church still 
took a number of years to 
be corr.pleted. In 1858 the 
interior a i ls 
ere d . 

• ·omen o e cc g e_ a i 
result d in a blac· a l nut 
pulpit replacing th simple 
rough pine platform 1hich 

231 College Street 

v1as a hoi do e r" from the I og 
church • 

In 1860, the youn g rT.en 
of the group successful! 
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un de rt ook the task of bu i I d
ing black '-' alnut seat~ . 

O y 1889, t he c ongre
gation felt the need for a 
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13 
rows 

I I 

13 
rows 
d 

pews 

12 
rows 

I 

larger building. Th meet
ing on February 11th r -
suited in a plan for a five 
hundr d seat church to b 
built for under $6,500. 

A simple Gothic I ~evival 
sty I e .tas chosen. he 
building is rectangular in 
shape and contains sid 
aisles . 

·;v indows are symm tr i
cally aligned and placed be
tween the buttresses o ex
terior \tails. Each indo· 
is lancet shaped and made 
of I eaced, stained glass. 
Below each lancet -..·dndow is 
a split Palladian styled v•in
dow. 8rick I in tel s accent 
all · indows . 

rvan adorns 
he front gabl • 

al • ath
apex o 



The front gable contains 
a beautiful trefoil lead d 
glass w indo ' set just above 
the m em or i a I stone. 

The slate roof is steeply 
pitched •.tith stepped gable 
ends. A small apse has a 
roof of quinary slated 
design. 

The entrance has a 
stepped pediment supported 
betv1een t v1 o buttresses. The 
front corner buttresses are 
capped w ith spirelets. All 
walls are corbel I ed beneath 
the roof cornices and one 
third of the w ay up the 
I ov1e r facade. 

. Tne church stands as a 
monument to the hard ork
ing congregation. 
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The 

ChurCh 
Manse 

Built by church members 
in 1896 for a cost of under 
$2,000, this building re
placed the former. manse, 
also known as the DeAngelis 
House. 

Kitchen 

The house was designed 
in the Victorian vernacular 
wHh a Romanesque influence. 
A rectangular centre haJJ 
floor plan is a holdover 
from Georgian days. 

The two storey home is 
covered by a hip and valley 
roof with a I arge front 
dormer and two smaller 
dormers, one facing north, 
the other south. A distinc
tive feature of the dormer is 
the seal! oped fretwork trim. 
This can also be found over 
the vernada and balconet. 
Square mullioned windows 
containing three panes in 
the large gable and two 
panes in the smaller ones 

232 Coli ege Street 

add symmetry and balance 
to the design. 

Stone stab windowsills 
form the base for the Rom-
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anesque windows used 
throughout the elegant home. 
A pair of round arched win
dows adorn the front facade. 
All other windows have 
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beautiful cambered arches. 
The lower front window is 
divided into two panes: a 
large lower pane, and a 
smaller stained glass upper 
pane. 

A veranda with square 
posts and carved spool and 
spindle trellage completes 
the first floor. An upper 
batconet with latticework 
trell age adds nice deta i I to 
the second floor. 

Transomed double doors 
more reminiscent of French 
windows are used for the 
entrance. Glass was used 
in only two sections, the 
rest having been mad of 

wood, as a ay of conserv
ing h at loss. 

Careful observation will 
show that no brackets adorn 



the wide cornices as one 
might expect, and that a full 
length window door on the 
north side has now been 
closed in. 

The residence is now an 
apartment buil d1ng owned by 
Rick and Elaine (Clark) 
Bertelsen. 
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The 
United 
Church 

The predecessor of the 
United Church was the 
Belmont Circuit. It began 
with e meeting of the first 
Quarter! y Conference on 
August 20, 1853. Richard 
Dibb was first Recording 
Steward (1853- 57). The 
Circuit was comprised of 
seven churches; Bratts, 
Travers, Plymouth, Purdys, 
Mannings, Wesley, and 
PI axton's. 

Reverend E. L. Koyle 
became the first minister and 
circuit superintendent. The 
circuit increased to fourteen 
churches when Rev. William 
Savage became minister. 
Yarmouth, Fawcetts, Avon, 

Ebenezer, Frampton. Tibbitts 
and L ongfields were among 
the additions. lh 1859, 
Ni I estown joined the route, 
as did Harr ietsvi II e in 1868. 
This is generally considered 
the peak of the Circuit. 

As time wore on, the 
weaker churches closed and 
the stronger ones thrived. 

In the Village of Belmont 
rei igious fervor ran high. 
Thomas Nugent, being a 
generous and pub! ic spirited 
man donated land for three 
churches and a cemetery. 

A white frame church 
was erected on this land 

247 College Street 

and served the congregation 
for a score of years. By 
the late 1880 1s, the growing 
flock felt this building inad
equate, and plans ere made 
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for a new ed i ice . 

A Rural Goth ic design, 
prevalent during the 19th 
century .was decided on. 

I J Chotr ""! -~. 
< \) -
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This style features a roof 
with four gables covered in 
scalloped tiles in the pat
tern of a daisy flow r. 
Each gable has rows of 
corbel I d brickwork under 
the eave and continuing 
along the sid • The north 
and south gab I es support 
double chimneys which rise 
above the roof! ine. The 
front upper gable (facing 
west) has a most distinct 
quality--a denti lied, cor
belled table of brickwork 
supporting a pedestal, cap
ped with a pinnacle. 

The entrance door is of 
the Gothic Revival period 
with a Tudor architrav • 

The arch d transom i s 
pi easing to the e y e b caus 
of the Gothic trac r y. 

T he ext r i or w a l ls are of 



buff brick and contain rows 
of buttresses for support. 
This brick is corbelled ane
th i rd of the way up the wall. 

Symmetrically aligned 
leaded glass lancet windows 
are pi aced between each 
buttress support. Brick 
1 intels are used above, and 
slab stone sills below each 
window. 

The final touch is a 
"Catherine Wheel 11 window 
in quatrefoil design on the 
front gable. 

The beautiful church was 
the handiwork of Ingersoll 
architect James Night and 
opened on November 24, 
1889, one year later than 
the new Knox Presbyterian 
Church next door. 
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The 
United 
Church 
Manse 

Built in 1899 at a cost 
of $2, 648 as a manse for 
the United Church located 
next door, this two storey 
buff brick home is remark
able for the blend of ltalia
nate vernacular and Nee
classical design. 

FamilY 
room 

Foyer 

LMngroom 

The floorplan is classi
cal in design: a rectan-

gular side-hall layout. 

After 61 years in the 
service of the church, the 
manse passed into private 

hands. Mr. and Mrs. Eric 
and Mary {Lai} Bertel-
sen purchased the property 
in 1960 On! y one more 
owner has res i ded there 
since that time. Donald 
and Carol (McCartney) 
Ashford purchased the 
property in 1967. 

Each resident has re
tained the original charm 
of the home while makjng 
interior changes. The 
exterior has changed I it
tie from the original ith 

241 Coli ege Street 

the exception of a few 
bricked-in windows, and a 
front and s i de porch which 
were removed. 
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The Neo-classical front 
door greets a visitor with 
elaborate trim consisting 
of a broken pediment and 
decorative capital. 
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Romanesque windows ac
cented by brick I intels pro
vide excellent I ight through
out. Interesting sp i It-fan 
transom windows in th 
north and south gables pro-
vide the view from hat 
was once the servant 1s 
quarters. 

A centre bay \. , indo at 
the front contains a beau
tiful semi-elliptical upper 
stained glass pane. It is 
one of the many striking 
features of the house. 

7he slate covered h ip 
roof is accented by three 
dormers. Unadorn d cor
nices detract little from 

the gambre ll ed dormers •th 
their scalloped fret ork. 







An outstanding exam pie of 
the late Victorian vernacular 
with touches of several re
vival styles make this one
and-a-half storey home a 
sight worth seeing. 

Built in 1903 onafounda
t ion of rough hewn stone 
blocks by Thomas Walker, 
the house features a gabled 
roof (once covered with 
cedar shingles) with two 
P allacian style dormer win-
dows. The gables have 
vergeboard of geometrical 
design. Under the gabtes 
are squared-headed, double 
paned windows trimmed with 
stepped brackets. The detail 
of construction cohtinually 
points out the virtuosity of 
the craftsmen! that bu i It the 
house. 

A point of interest is the 
pi tch of the roof I ine. Com 
bined with the gables and 

134 Main Street 

dormers, it gives the roof an 
unusual, but eye appealing 
ook. 
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The VJindow s of th e lowe r 
floor are segmental I y arche d 
with brick lintels. The t vo 
front round-headed window s 
are an exceptior to this, 
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having fan transoms of stain
e d gl a ss . 

An "L 11 shaped veranda has 
squ a r d r ailings and round 

posts . The original trellage 
has been removed as have 
the majority of brae ets 
which once decorated ttfe 



While the home has only 
had two owners, its history 
bears note. Mr. Walker 
predeceased his wife. When 
she passed away the house 
was willed to Mrs. Ruby 
(Faulds) Cousins. The house 
was in turn sold to Mr. and 
Mrs. tVardle. Mr. VVardle 
died before ever having 
I ived in the house he had 
.ranted and loved for so 

many years. 





Tile 
I<evin 
Landon 
House 

At first glance, this 
small one-storey home would 
appear to be a transplanted 
cottage. It is not. 

The style is a derivation 
of the Picturesque Regency 
era with some Gothic influ
ence. A front bay window 
occupying near I y one-half 
the frontage is definite Re
gency Revival. This feature 
is partly responsible for the 
irregular shape of the house. 
The windows of the bay, and 
the rest of the house, are 
long, slender and double
sashed. They are of Tudor 
I ineage, as are the arched 
trim above all embrasures. 

The roof is low in pitch 
and hip in design. Decora
tive sets of brackets in pairs 
adorn the wide cornices. 

Convent ion a I tongue and 
groove boards cover the 
exterior. 

An appealing veranda 
adds balance to the des i gn 
by starting at the bay w in
dow, turning the corner, and 
ending at the larger rear 
sect ion of the home. Square 
posts with Doric capita l s 
support ttie roof over th i s 
area. 

Prior to Kevin and Caro l 
Landon, Mr. and Mr. Clare 

1 44 Main Street 

Pogue res i ded here . They 
were the thi r d occupant 
after Mr. and Mrs. Sansum 

and M iss McKenz i e . 
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The 

Built in the early 1870 1s 
by merchant Wil I iam Mohr 
in the Renaissance Regency 
style, this two-storey house 
has undergone many changes. 

It has also had a succes
sion of owners. James and 
Catherine McPhail purchased 
the residence in 1875. Mr. 
and Mrs. Ferguson became 
owners in 1 894 foil owed by 
Alma and Bertha Jones in 
1906. In 1911, Peter and 
Margaret (Dewar) McMif I an 
took over possession and 
made many alterations. 

It was during this period 
that the present 11 L 11 shape 
with Georgian overtones 

was established. Mr. 
McMillan considered himself 
a man of simp I icity andre
moved the ornamantation 

Kitchen 

Otrwng 

Uving room 

200 Union Street 

which dated the structure 
to an earlier time. 

The roof is of the hip and 
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valley variety. The two 
original chimneys and cedar 
shingles have been removed. 

As the eye travels down 
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from the roof, onenotices 
the wide, unadorned cor
nices clearly reminicent of 
the Regency era. 

The double sash windows 
of the upper and I ower 
storeys are plainly trim
med with wide mouldings. 

The front entrance once 
contained a door, with six 
panel s and a high I y orna
mented veranda all styled 
in the Regency mode. 

Lapboard siding covered 
the entire building. This 
was a derivation from strict 
Regency sty I ing which 
normal I y us d brick. The 
use of lapboard was mor 
common to the Georgian era. 

Aft r Peter eM ill an, 
Francis and Margare Faulds 
became owners in 1949. The 
present owners s·nce 1966 
are Walter Phillip and 
Heather (Drake) Hudson. 





Village 
Government 

B elmon t, a po lice village, 
w as once gove rned b y t h r ee 
trustees elected b y the r esi 
dents of the vi II age . T he 
residents a l so v oted on the 
mun icipal affa i rs in t hei r 
own townships. Belmont is 
located in four townsh ip s 
and two count i es, West
minster and North Dor
chester Townships in 
Middlesex County , an d 
Yarmouth and South Dor
chester Townships in Elgin 
County. 

Needless to say th is 
system posed problems, and 
a vote was taken wh ich fa
vored annexat ion into the 
Township of South Dor-
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ches ter, in Elgin County. 
A nnexation was approved on 
A pri I 6th , 1948. In 1959, 
the village trustees applied 
to the On t ario Municipal 
Board to be severed into 
a separate corporation. In
corporation became effective 
January 1st, 1961. 

The elect ion of vi Jl age 
officials which used to occur 
every year, now takes pi ace 
every two years. Elected 
officials consist of a Reeve, 
four Councillors and two 
P ublic U t ility Commission 
officials. The office of 
Vi I I age C I erk and Deputy 
Clerk are by appointment 
from the village council. 

The following is a list of 
Councils and Clerks who 
have served the vii I age: 

Reeves:-

Mr. C. Nelson Clarke 
1961 to 1969 

Mr. J. lan Fleck 
1979 to present 

Mr. Ronald L. Lake 
1970 to 1978 

Counc iII ors :-

Mr. Wil I iam Barons 
1 980 to present 

Mr. John Betterley 
1968 to 1974 

Mr. Ralph Brooks 
1961 to 1963 

Mr. Robt. D. Buchanan 
1961 to 1978 



Mr. J. Floyd Copeman 
1961 to 1967 

Mr. Chas. L. Dale 
1964 to 1969 
1979 to present 

Mr. lan Fleck 
1977 t 0 1978 

Mr. J. Michael Freeman 
1977 to 1980 

Mr. Dave Geier 
1979 to 1980 

Mr. W. Phillip Hudson 
1970 to 1976 

Mr. Ronald L. Lake 
1966 to 1967 

Mr. Art McCann 
1980 to present 

Mr. E. McMaster 
1975 to 1976 

Mr. Sam Richardson 
1961 to 1963 

Mr. Russell D. Thomas 
1968 to present 

Mr. Jack VVintermute 
1964 to 1965 

Village Clerks:

Mr. W. 0. Barons 
1961 to 1974 

Mrs. W. 0. (Kae) Barons 
1975 to present 

Deputy Clerk:-

Mrs. Barbara Wintermute 
1979 to present 

Councilman and former 
Reeve Ronald Lake was 
also elected Warden of 
Elgin County in 1974. 
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Vill~e 
~es 

AUTO DEALERS 

Cousins, Murray 
West Street 
1938 - 1942 

Procunier, E. A. & M. 
204 Main Street 
1926 - 1942 

BAKERS 

Chivers, M. & Son 
225 Main Street 
1926 - 1942 

Cline, W. A . 
225 Main Street 
1907 - 1908 

Farquhar, F. M. 
225 Main Street 
1898 - 1899 

McPhail, Wm. 
225 Main Street 
1895 

BANKS & 
M 01'.£ Y LENDERS 

All I son & McDonald 
111 Main Str et 
1888 - 1889 

Bank of Nova Scot I a 
201 Main Stre t 
1926 - 1938 

Dyer, Omel 
1882 

Sovereign Bank of Canada 
Watts, F. M. P. 
Manag r 
201 Main Street 
1907 - 1908 

BARBERS 

Cunningham, P. 
207 Main Str et 
1888 - 1908 

Sambrook, w. A. 

1898 - 1899 

BLACKSMITHS 

Abbott, Albert 
1888 - 1889 

Bancroft, Claude 
1926 - 1942 

Buchanan, James 
1882 

Cloe , Webb 
1907 - 1908 

Fonger, • • G. 

151 Main Str 
1882 - 1899 

McCall , 
209 Coll e et 
1888 - 1906 

Arrant, F. 
933 - 1942 

Ch iver , J . 
196 Ma in Street 
1933 - 19 2 

Tumer, Jo 
182 ashburn 
1926 - 9 2 

Yo , F. 
198 I Stre t 

1926 - 19 2 



BUTCrERS 

Brown, W. A. 
240 Main Str et 
1905 - 1908 

Carruthers, C. W. 
240 Main Street 
1926 - 1929 

Dibb, D. R. 
1888 - 1908 

Falls, G. W. 
240 tv'ain Street 
1895 - 1899 

Faulds, Geo. E. 
206 Main Street 
1926 - 1942 

Keith, R. 
1929 

CABINETMAKERS 

Bond, homas 
236 M 1n Str et 
1882 - 1889 

M olir (; Odell 
236 M in Stre 
1895 

CARPENTERS 

Carruther , Mark 
1882 - 1908 

Manning, Gabriel 
1898 - 1899 

Sinclair, Duncan 
1882 - 1889 

Sinclair, Peter 
1888 - 1889 

Turner, D. f:l Sons 
1907 - 1908 

CARR lA GE MAKERS 

Abbott, Wm. 
1882 

Glance, H nry 
1882 

Procunler, E. A. f:l M. 
151 Main Street 
1905 - 1908 

Belmont Telephone 
Co-operative Assoc i ation 
Ltd. 
1908 - 1942 

Bell Telephone Co. 
1905 - 1908 

Canadian Pacific Telegraph 
1905 - 1908 

Great orthern estern 
Telegraph 
1905 - 1908 

DRUGGIST 

Sexsm i th, o. F. 
191 Main Street 
1926 - 19 2 

FACTORIES 

Canadian Mil Products 
Co. Ltd. (Creamery} 
1926 - 1942 

Da idson, Sam 
(Cheese} 
1882 

Reed, 
(Br ie 
1929 

Jas. E. 
f:l T il e} 
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GENE RAL & OT I-E R 
STORE S 

Barons, W. C. 
1 16 Ma in Stree t 
1926 - 1942 

Barons, Wm . C. 

1942 

Barr, Allan 
1905 - 1908 

Brown, W. A. 
237 Main Street 
1905 - 1908 

Church, W. G. 
Furniture 
236 Main Stree t 
1929 - 1938 

Oyer, Mr . & Mrs. Wm. 
196 Main Street 
1882 - 1899 

Fawcett, J. G . 
18 95 - 1899 

Ferguson, Wm. 
Market Garden 
18 95 

Hunt, W. A. 
Furniture 
236 Main Street 
19 26 

Ma thers, Andrew 
Grocer 
1898 - 1899 

McKellar & Son 
(Daniel & Geo . ) 
199 Main Street 
1882 - 1889 

Nug nt, Wm. 
201 Main Str et 
1882 - 1899 

Odell, w. H. & W tch r 
236 Main Str 
1882 

Payn , M. T. 
205 Main Str et 
1907 - 1942 

Shack! ton, S. 
Grocer 
205 Main Str 
1942 

Soole, W. H. 
189 Main Str 
1895 - 1908 

Taylor, R. A. 
189 Main Str 
1926 - 1942 

Tomll on 
F ncy Goo 
1888 - 1889 

S t wart, J. Ro 
237 Main Str 
1926 - 1942 

w rk, Wm. & Son 
237 Main Str e 
1907 - 1908 

Watc r, r. & 
200 M in Street 
1880 - 1906 

W lton, • E. 
Grocer 
1942 

oolley, W. H. 
1888 - 1889 

rs. Geo. 



HARDWARE & LUMBER 
& COAL 

Allison & McDonald 
111 Main Street 
1888 - 1889 

Barons, W. H. 
1933 

Boyd, John Jr. 
1907 - 1908 

Jenkins, E. F. 
239 Main Street 
1929 - 1938 

Longfield & Sinclair 
1882 

Orant, E. J . 
239 Main Street 
1926 - 1929 

Potts, Joseph 
239 Main Street 
1882 - 1899 

HARNESS MAKERS 

C mpbell, J. 
220 Main Street 
1882 - 1899 

Guthrie, H. A. 
1926 

Learn, Randell 

1882 

Stroger, R. H. 
187 Main Street 

1888 - 1908 

HOTELS 

Belmont House 
210 Main Str et 

Charles, John 
1905 - 1908 

Cloes, W. 
1933 - 1942 

Clunas, Archie 
1926 

Jones, Archie 
1926 - 1929 

Olm stead, Geo. 
1882 

Creamer House 
192 Main Street 

Cre er, Robert 
1882 

Durand, J. c. 
1905 - 1908 

Mapson, Jane & Thomas 
1888 - 1895 

PresQueille Hotel 
192 Main Street 
1933 - 1942 

Barons, W. A. 
116 Main Street 
1926 - 1929 

Taylor, H. G. 
143 Main Stree 
1926 - 1938 

I SURANCE AGENTS 

Burnet, F. 
1895 

LAWYERS 

Winnett, J. W. G. 
1898 - 1899 
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LIVESTOCK DEALERS 
& LIVERY STABLES 

Campbell, J . J. 
200 Main Street 
1926 - 1938 

Odell, Peter 
1888 - 1895 

Odell, Wm . H . 
1888 - 1895 

Grant, J. 
1933 - 1938 

MILLS 

Allison & McDonald 
(Grain) 
111 Main Street 
1888 - 1889 

Boyd, John & Son 
(Sawmill) 
1882 - 1906 

Elgin-Middlesex F an11e r s 
Ltd. (Flour & Feed) 
1926 - 1942 

Hamlyn, W. F . 
(F I our & S awm i l l ) 
1905 - 1929 

Jelly, D. F . 
(Flax) 
1882 

Smith Bros. 
(Ff a ) 
1888 - 1895 

f\.EWSPAPERS 

The Enterprise 
Strachan Bros. 
215 Main Street 
1895 - 1942 

The Times 
Eddy, E. 
215 Main Street 
1888 - 1889 

ohr, P II ip 
182 Unioo Str 

1898 - 1899 

Walk r, D. H. 

1933 - 19 2 

PHYSICI S 

Beat ·e, AI • 
255 Ma ·n St et 
1926 - 19 2 

rkell, • E. 
200 Ma·n Stre t 

1898 - 1902 

Campbell, J. B. 
255 ain Str 
1888 - 1889 



Cline, C. A. 
268 Main Street 
1895 

MacMil l an, D. D. (D.D. S .) 
200 Un ion Street 
1926 

Mcintyre, A. A. 
1905 - 1908 

Marl a tt, Geo. 
1882 

Spencer, C . B. 
1882 - 1889 

War ing, A . W. (D.D. S .) 
117- 121 M ain S tree t 
1926 - 1929 

M eldr um , J . A. 
255 M ain S treet 
1898 - 1908 

S HOE MAKERS 

C r u t h rs , John 

1882 - 1889 

Doan , 0 . 
1888 - 1908 

McCallum, A . D. 
1905 - 1906 

T AILORS & 
DRESSMA KERS 

Ballah , Mary (M iss) 
1898 - 1899 

C mpbell, F . (Miss) 

1907 - 1908 

Coolie, Wm. 

1882 

Dow r, (Mis 

1888 - 1889 

Marshall, (Mr . ) 

1888 - 1889 

McGr th, J. 

1888 - 1899 

McPhail, Sarah (Miss) 
1888 - 1889 

TEACI-ER_~ 

Campbell, 1. {M i ss) 
Music 

1907 - 1908 

Tl SMITHS 

Bradle y , W. A. 
1926 

Pot t s, Joseph 
239 Main Street 
1882 - 1899 

Skelding, Chas. 
1882 

Rake, W. H. 
240 Main Street 
1929 

TRA SPORT AT ION 

Canadian Paci fic Ra il road 
1895 - 1908 

Domin ion E press 
1905 - 1908 
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11 4 a 1 l 

F orsythe , G. 
South side of tracks 
1895 

Canadi an 
Co. Ltd. 

Milk Products 
(Creamery) 

Armst rong, A lf r ed 
1926 - 1942 

Chivers, H. 
1926 - 1942 

C apeman, C . 
1926 - 1942 

Rimbault, Vic 
1926 - 1942 

UNDERTAKERS 

Hunt, W. A . 
236 Main Street 
1926 

Church, W. G. 
236 Main Street 
1929 .. 1938 

VETERANAR tANS 

Cunningham, R. 
1898 - 1899 

M cLachl in, A. D. 
1905 - 1908 

Wilson, T. W. 
1929 - 1942 
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