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CORINTH 

W.I . PUBLISHES HISTORY OF COMMUNITY 

After some 15 years of loving labor on the part of the Women ' 's 

Institute of Corinth, the Tweedsmuir History of Corinth and North 

Bayham~is off the press and ready for the public . 

Tweedsmuir Histories , of course , are compiled by many Institute 

branches , who carefully preserve historical sketches , clippings , 

photos , etc., of their communities ., but because they are more likely 

to be "Scrapbook" type of histories, their circulation is limited . 

The Corinth W.I . decided to do something more for their area , 

and with Mrs Ken \Vhite as the sparkplug , have edited and have published 

their Tweedsmuir History , so that it could be circulated to anyone 

interested . 

Result is a 204-page book , lavishly illustrated with original 

photos , telling about the lives and families of the people of the 

community . 

Cover of the book is unique- a quilt . Typical of the area and 

times . 

The Corinth WI chose the quilt for the cover design because the 

Institute in days of yore made and sold quilts to pay for the remodell

ing of an ld school house to be used as the Corinth Institute Hall . 

Actual quilt photographed for the cover \vas mad·e by the late 

Mrs Zelpha Press ey , Corinth W.I . Secretary from 1945 to 1948 , and 

mother of Freda Pressey and Mrs Ruby Allen of Tillsonburg . 

Honorable mention must go to Mrs-Lillian White , Mrs . Opal Falkins , 

and the late Mrs . Agnes Silverthorn ; to John Lee of Toronto \vho set 

up the book ' s format and suggested the cover ; and to Miss Barbara 

~Nhite and Mrs Helen Green , who were also~ctively involved in the monum~ 

ental amount of work involved . The book was financed by Institute 

members and such fund-raising activities as the Tweedsmuir Tea and 
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rummage sales and other teas . Honourable mention should 

be made to Mrs Lillian(Kenneth~ \Vhite for her generosity, 

both monetary and time . 
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HONORING FORMER CURATOR -LILLIAN WHITE 

On Friday evening March 16, 1973, friends of Mr & Mrs 

Kenneth White met at the Institute Hall, Corinth. It was 

the regular March meeting of the Corinth Women''s Institute 

honoring Lillian White as Curator for the past years and, 

also, showing appreciation for her work involved in the 

printing of the "TWEEDSMUIR HISTORY of CORINTH and NORTH 

B'AYHAM". 

Following other business Lillian White was called 

forward and a Story of her life was read, related by friends 

and former fellow students. Mrs White had taught school 

at the North Bayham Public School for several years and 

several of her former pupil s were in the audience and 

participated. A scrapbook was made of Lillian' 's activities . 

A large Stein made at Arc Industries, Tillsonburg, was 

presented to her, also, a monogrammed luncheon cloth 

signed by everyone present. Remarks were made by some 20 

former students. It was an evening to be remembered by all. 

Mrs White has since retired from the teaching profession 

and Mr White , also, from farming and are living in the 

village of Springford, spending the winters in Florida and 

travelling. 
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KENNETH WHITE FARM -

Lot 18, Concession 12, Dereham 

According to records from the Registry Office in Woodstock, 

Joshua Pell obtained a patent from the Crown on Feb.,23, 1813, for 

200 acres, consisting of Lot 18 and other lands not specified. In 

~uly, 1820, ~oshua Pell granted a quit claim deed for this 200 acres 

to dOseph Pell, probably his son. This deed was registered in 1825. In 

L835, 70 acres of this land was sold for taxes and bought by 

Samuel Street. In 1837 Joseph Pell sold the rest of Lot 18 to 

Samuel Street, but not the 11'bther lands" included in the 200 acres. 

Samuel Street then owned lot 18, consisting of 168 acres. Evidently 

Samuel Street died in 1839 because, in July of that year, by his will 

) the farm passed to his only son and heir, Thomas Clark Street, in trust. 

In 1855 Thomas Clark Street sold the 168 acres to John Criswell.His 

name is also spelled Crasswell and Cresswell. 
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Probably the variations in spelling came anuut because John Criswell 

was illiterate . His signature on various documents consists of his 

mark('x), duly witnessed . The next year John Criswell sold the farm 

to Daniel Tupper Smith, taking a mortgage on it for 472 . In 1859 

John Criswell took the farm back and sold it again, ten years later, to 

Richard Weaver . In 1875 Chauncey E. Smith , who owned Lot 19, Concession 

12 , took a $2000 .00 mortgage on Lot 18, apparently so that Weaver 

could pay off what remained of a $3546 .00 mortgage which Criswell had 

held on the property since he sold it . In 1877 Weaver sold Chauncey 

Smith 28 acres off the west side of Lot 18 to pay off the mortgage 

which Smith held . 

In 1879 Richard Weaver sold the remaining 140 acres to William 

Agur , who sold it to Robert Agur in February , 1883 . In September of the 

same year, Robert Agur sold the farm to James C. Noisworthy, who sold 

it again in March , 1884 , to Louis F . Balmain . In 1888 Louis Balmain 

sold the farm to Jbhn Carruthers of Tbronto, who , in 1904 , sold it to 

his son , John Carruther, a barrister of Tillsonburg . He owned it until 

1929 when the Canada Trust Co . sold it , to satisfy a mortgage, to 

Wellington K. Mayberry . In 1932 it was sold again to Arzina M. Daniel 

for the amount of the mortgage which ~anada Trust held plus $1 . In 

September , 1938 , Arzina M. Daniel sold it to Charles B·. Laister . 

In 1947 Kenneth L . White purchased the farm from Charles B. Laister 

with a loan obtained under the Veterans' ' Land Act . In 1972 Kenneth 

White sold the farm to Robert Thompson, who is the present owner . (76) 

The location of the first buildings on the farm is not known, but 

a frame house , of which the stone foundation can still be seen not far 

) from the barn, was the farmhouse for many years . The barn probably 

dates from approxinately the same time as that house . An old shallow 

well near the foundation of the house provided water for the house and 
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farm in early days. 

(Mr & Mrs Kenneth White & 
Ken' 's father, Arthur White) 1960 

"' 0 

The present red brick house was built by John Carruther, the 

Tillsonburg lawyer, as a residence for his family, shortly after 1900. 

The builder was a brick-layer named Wesley \ihite of South Norwich 

T'ow.nship. Much of the lumber used in building the house was obtained 

from a woodlot on the north end of the farm . The house had a bathroom 

for which water was supplied by gravity from a water tower that stood 

behind the house. The water came from a deep drilled well a few feet 

to the west of the tower and was pumped up to the water tower by a 

windmill. The house had three fireplaces of molded brick which were 

reported to have cost $1000.00 a piece. However, they were found to 

smoke badly. Wesley White didn't build the fireplaces but he was 

called in to try to correct the smoking. He reported that they were 

built without a necessary "hood" or "smoke shelf" to prevent wind 

blowing down the chimney and this could only be corrected by tearing 

them apart. This was never done so the fireplaces were never used 
~/ 
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for heating, but were only very ornamental. A hot water furnace was 

installed in the basement to heat the house. 

111" .. 

( The water tower) 

"' "' 

( One fireplace ) 
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A pear orchard was planted as well as a number of cherry trees 

and plum trees . John Carruthers owned several fine driving horses and 

) he built a barn of hollow tile brick near the brick house , to stable 

his horses . Tne Carruthers family lived in the house only a few years 

and most of that time only in the summer , living in a house in Tillsonburg, 

in the winter . The older frame house was still in quite good condition 

and was used as a hired man ' ~ house while the Carruthers family 

occupied the brick house . 

After the Carruthers family moved back to Tillsonburg permanently-

the farm and its brick house was occupied by a series of renters . 

Lawyer Carruthers seemed to have used the farm mainly to raise money . 

When he needed more money he put another mortgage on the farm , until 

he finally lost it . 

'#hen Arzina M. Daniel bought the farm he found that the furnace 

pipes had been allowed to freeze and burst , so .he removed the furnace , 

pipes , and radiators , and sold them to Charles Laister as scrap . In 

1936 Mr Daniel decided to remove the frame house, though it was still 

Quite sound , and hired Charles Laister to tear it down . He sold the 

lumber from it to Mr . Laister . In this way Mr . Laister became ac

quainted with the farm and bought it two years later . 

Mr . Laister never lived on the farm himself, but he made a 

number of changes and improvements while he owned it . He had the house 

wired for electricity • . He tore do~n an old chicken coop that stood 

just behind the brick barn and was made of tile brick like the barn . 

He put new cedar siding on part of the main barn and built pig pens in 

the east end of the stable . He put new metal roofs on both barns . 

During part of the time Mr . Laister owned the farm George Jones lived on 

it and later George ~rickett lived there . 

When Kenneth White took over the farm , he began to build up a 

dairy herd . He , e~entually, kept twenty milking Holsteins besides 

young cattle for herd replacements . For a time he kept some pigs , 
ll ) 
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but later the pens intended for pigs were used for calves instead. 

He built a metal implement shed near the dairy barn on the foundation 

of an earlier shed , also a new cement slab silo on the site of an 

older silo which had been torn down . Chickens were kept upstairs in 

the south part of the brick barn . When the deep well began to pump 

out silt, a new well was drilled close beside the house on the 

west side . Like the earlier deep well, it produced sulphur water . 

The kitchen was remodelled and modernized, and a bathroom 

and furnace were installed in the house by the \ihites . T~e old 

woodshed on the north side of the house was torn down and replaced by 

an enclosed porch . 

During these years Mrs Lillian White was teaching Public School, 

at the North Bayham School. 

(George & Olive Jones) 
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When Robert Thompson bought the farm he remodelled the dairy 

barn to make it into a pig barn . The cow stalls were removed and 

the floor raised to make pig pens . A cement floor was poured up

stairs in the barn. The east end that had been granaries was made 

into farro~nng pens, while the west end where the hay mow had been, 

was made into housing for forty dry sows. Most of the fences were 

removed to make large fields for growing corn. The old brick barn 

blew down . The bricks and other materiels were salvaged to build 

a smaller barn behind the house, about 100ft. east of the original 

brick barn . 

The house was insulated and the walls of the central downstairs 

hall were removed to enlarge the small east room. 

('Compiled by Lillian White) 
1976 



LENA GREEN 

Mrs Roy (Lena) Green was Curator of the Corinth W.I. 

Tweedsmuir Book for the years 1973-74 and 1974-~5~ Lena 

resides on property purchased from the Crown by her grand

parents in 1848 - lots 9 and 10, Concession 10, Bayham, Elgin 

County. 
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l>Irs. Mary Nelson 

HONORARY NIGHT HELD FOR MARY NELSON 

The December meeting of the Corinth \'/omen 's Institute was held 

in the Springfield Women's Institute hall on December 4th, 1975, at 

7 p.m., in the form of a Christmas banquet prepared and served by the 

Springfield W.I. ladies. 

President of Corinth w.r., Diana Bee opened the meeting with a 

poem on "Friendship" and the blessing was asked by Catherine McDowell, 

Elgin East W.I . President. 

After a sumptuous turkey dinner a short meeting was held. Roll

call showed 15 members and 21 visitors who had been members during 

past years . The 50th Anniversary was discussed. 
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Doris Richmond, Mary Nel~on, 
Diana Bee and Alice Nelson 

Institute Members and friends of 
Mary Nelson 

llD ) 
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Isabelle Chilcott, secretary , thanked the Springfield group for 

) serving the banquet . 

The President turned the meeting over to Freda Pressey, convener 

for the evening program . The Smith family of Corinth, Crystle, Clayton 

Angela and Anthony, accompanied by their mother on the piano, related 

the Christmas story in word and song . 

Doris Richmond, a former member, was introduced . Doris very 

appropriately gave a "This is your life" for Mary Nelson. This \~as 

a complete surprise for Mary and proved to be a very entertaining 

evening of recollections of the past . Alice Nelson, a daughter-in- law, 

and Dorothy Cbwan , a long- time friend , as did several other W. I . 

members , recalled incidents and stories of the past . These memories 

proved that Mary has been a very busy and well liked citizen of this 

community. Diana Bee presented Mary with a Christmas table centrepiece 

to remind her of the evening, and also congratulate and thank her for 

her many years of service to the w.r . and community . 

Freda Pres s ey thanked Doris Richmond for the special work that 

she had done to prepare the story to make the evening one to remember . 

Catherine McDowell spoke briefly on W. I . work and urged -members 

to keep their feet on the ground and stick together . 

Catherine McDowell drew the ticket on the hooked rug, donated 

by Bessie Bagnall , the winner being Mrs Mary Pearson of Springfield 'v . I .. 

Proceeds from this rug and .the evening collection were given to Mary 

Nelson , convener of the "Fourth Friday Group of Elgin Manor"'' to buy 

Christmas treats for the patients. 

Meeting was adjourned with the singing of 110 Canada . 11' 
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CORINTH PUBLIC SCHOOL ( ) 

Donated by Mrs L. (Moore) Thurston, Vienna, Ont. 
Daughter of Sydney Moore. 
·Mother of Mrs Grass 

-.l ,.. lit$ 
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ALONZO HAGELL FARM HISTORY 

On Oct., 5, 1840, this farm of 69 acres, east half of Lot 4, 

Con; 10 was acquired from the Crown by Michael Hickey. In 1860 

sold toR . Elsworth , 1881 sold to H. Elsworth for $3,740 .00 . On 

Feb., 10, 1883 to Daniel E. McKenny. Resold in 1883 to James Bird 

for $4200 .00 . On March 31, 1909, it was taken over by Byron Bird 

on the death of his father for $3750.00 . On Oct., 2, 1912 it was 

sold to Albert Edward Wilson for $4500 .00 . In 1929 a deep well was 

drilled 165 ft . deep with 147 ft . of water. On Sept ., 16, 

1929 the farm was sold to Mrs AnnaL . Cook for $2200 .00 . On Sept ., 

23, 1935 the farm was taken over by Mrs Mildred Travis on the death 

of her mother. In 1937 the farm was bought from Mrs Mildred Travis 

by Alonzo & Merle Hagell . In 1971 , due to ill-health the farm was 

sold to George & Sophia Nasswetter and remains in their hands at 

the time of writing 1976 . , 

In 1937 there were fifteen acres on the back of the farm not 

cleared . It was later cleared and is very productive . In 1937 

two gas wells were drilled and they flowed for five years and then 

the pipe was withdrawn . About sixty rods from the road there was 

a half acre of orchard and the well where the buildings were first 

built. The buildings were later built nearer the road . In 1937 

hydro was installed in the house . 

barn which had once been a house . 

tom down and a new barn built • 

There was a log building near the 

In 1946 these buildings were 

In 1958 a new addition was built on the west side of the 

house and plumbing was installed. Anew drive shed was also built. 

In 1951 a tractor took the place of a team of horses and in 1953 a 

grain separator and a two-row corn binder were bought and later 



) 

Page 2 

a Gehl cutting box. These machines did the work in the area as far 

1as five miles away. They operated until 1968 when help was hard to 

get. They were the last old machines in the neighborhood doing 

J 

custom work. 

In 1966 a new cement silo was built. Dairy cattle and hogs 

were the income on the farm. In 1971 due to ill-health the farm was 

sold to George & Sophia N""asswett er. The farm house was retained as 

a residence by the Hagells. Mr Nasswetter's income is derived mainly 

from producing corn and raising hogs. Mr & Mrs Geo. Nasswetter & fami]y 

reside on the farm east formerly !mown as Oharli e Turnbull farm. 

(T,axes 1937 - $68 • .00) 
( WI 1971· - $350.00) 

l~ 

R~H,BETTY & JIM 
MERLE & ALONZO 
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PERSONALITIES 

HAGELL- JENEREAUL WEDDING 

& 

40TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

CORINT H - It was on Jl.lne 8th 1933 in St Paul ' 's _· United Church 

parsonage, Tillsonburg, that Merle K. Jenereaul became the bride 

of R. Alonxo Hagell. The late Rev. Alfred w. Hone performed the 

ceremony . 

It was on crune 10_, 1973 along with their attendants of that 

first day , Mrs (J~. ("Aurelia Hayward) .• Turner of Toronto and Clarence: 

{:Pete)' Jenereaul of Aylmer , their family and many friends and 

neighbours , that they celebrated their 40 th Wedding Anniversary . 

) 
T.he original day was just as nice as was June lOth when they held 

open- house in the afternoon with Mrs Nora Brown and Mrs Sydney Bye 

at the Tea table . In the evening Mrs Walter Nelson and Mrs Violet 

Davis poured tea . The dainty lunch both times were served by their 

daughters , assisted in the kitchen by members of the C:orinth u.c·.w. 
Gifts were received by Mrs James Hagell and Mrs Q:eorge B'eard looked 

after the guest book. Mr & Mrs Hagell have spent all of their 

married life near Cbrinth , residing in their present home for the 

past 36 years . Since retiring from farming they have been able to 

travel . The highlight being a trip west to see his brother ~oe and 

family of Cobble Hill, V·ancouver Island . Mr & Mrs Hagell have 

three children, namely , Mrs Eric(Ruth) Steele , Aylmer , Mrs Donald 

(r'Betty) Lindsay , Simcoe and J1ames ,, Culloden . They have nine grand-

children , all of whom were present for the occasion. They were reo-

ipients of many lovely gifts, accompanied by hearty congrat ulations . 

Friends & relatives were present from Toronto , Sarnia , Sweaburg , 
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.. ) Exeter, St Thomas, Tillsonburg, Aylmer, Simcoe, Springfield, 

Delhi, Brownsville, GUlloden, Eden & Corinth. 

J 

( l 

JUn.e 16, , 1973 

Clar ence Jenereaul, Alonzo Hagell 
Merle Hagell, & Mrs Aurelia(Hayward) 
Turner 



LEADER - MRS SOFIA NASS1,v'ETTER 
ASS. LEADER- 1-'IRS MARY PRESSEY 

PROJECT - "CLOTHES FOR LEISURE" 

.•· 

Debbie Nasswetter, Ellen Ridgewell, Kim Pressey, Shirley Ridgewell 
Lenora Pressey, Rosemary Nasswetter. 
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CORINTH WOMEN'S 
INSTITUTE 

1976-1977 CALENDAR 

• 
5o th 1926-1976 

ANNIVERSARY 

Meets 1st Thursday of every month 

at 8:00 p.m. ln Women's Institute .Hall, 
Corinth ' 

WELCOME ALL 

Happy Anniversary Corinth W.l., 
It's really hard to believe that 
SO years have gone by, 
To all the devoted gals who 
Did not let your purpose die, 
Give us strength and courage 
For another SO years try. 

-Diana Bee 

FOR HOME AND COUNTRY 



OFFICERS FOR 1976-1977 

President Mrs . Diana Bee 
1st Vice .Presldent · Mrs. Emily McCurdy 
2nd Vice.Presrdent · Mrs. Onalee Bye 
Secretary-Treasurer Mrs. Isabelle Chilcott 
Assistant Secretary-Treasurer Mrs. M idoria Maleschuk 
District Director Mrs . Margaret Stewart 
Alternate District Dirl!ctor Mrs. Bessie Bagnall 
Branch Directors Mrs. Bessie Bagnall, Mrs. Mary Nelson 

STANDING COMMITTEE CONVENORS 

Agriculture and 
Canadian ·1 ndustries 

Citizenship and World Affairs 
Education and 

Cultural Activities 
Family and Consumer Affa i rs 
Resolutions , 
Public Relations 
Museum Rep~esentative 

-'Tweedsmuir Cura.tor 

, Mrs. Paul ine Russell 
Mrs . Midoria Maleschuk 

Mrs. Florence Harper 
Mrs. Onalee Bye 

Mrs. Mary Nelson 
Mrs. ·Mary Pressey 

Mrs. Florence Harper 
Mrs. Florence Karper 

Committee for Tweedsmui r Curator 
Mrs. Lena Green, Mrs. 'Bessie Bagnall, 

Mrs. Mary Pressey, Mrs. Isabelle Chilcott 
Cards and Flowers West- Mrs. Bessie Bagnall 

·East- Mrs. Vera Stewart 
Telephone Committee Mrs. Mary .Nelson, Mrs. Onalee Bye, 

Mrs. Mary Pressey 
·Nominating Committee Mrs. Margaret Stewart, 

Mrs .' Emily McCurdy, Mrs. Mary Pressey 
Auditors Mrs. M idoria Maleschuk, 

Hall Board 

_ Mrs. Margaret Stewart 
MrS. Diana Bee, /tljrs . Isabelle Chilcott, 

. Mrs. Mary Pressey, Mrs. Margaret Stewart 

PROGRAM 

JULY 8th (PICNIC) 
Convener : Midoria Maleschuk and Onalee Bye 
Roll Call : My favourite chlldho® game . 
Motto : Relax - enjoy yourself - It's later than you th ink 
Place : Mr. and Mrs. John Maleschuk 
Lunch : Midoria Maleschuk, Onalee Bye, M~ry Pressey 

AUGUST 5th 
Convener: Mary Pressey 
Roll Call : Clipping for Tweedsmulr book and 

fruit bowls for Aylmer Fair exh ibit 
Place : Red Oak Travel Park, 7:30p .m . 
Lunch : Everyone bring their own barbecue 

w ishes and dishes. Drinks provided . 
/ 

OCTOBER 7th 
SPECIAL 5oth ANNIVERSARY EVEN:T 

Convener - Hostess : Diana Bee, Emily McCurdy 
Tea Tables : Vera Stewart, Emily McCurdy, M idorla 
·Maleschuk 
Bake Table : Isabelle Chilcott 
Tweedsmuir Display : Florence Harper 
Hobby and 4-H Displays : Bessie Bagnall 
.K itchen : Mary Pressey, Mary Nelson, Onalee Bye 
Inv i tations : Mary Pressey, Margaret Stewart, Diane Bee 
Place : Cor inth W. l. 7-10 p.m . 
9:00 P.M . - Special Auction of Anniversary Qui lt : 

Venr Stewart, Midoria Maleschuk 
Lunch : Members will be contacted 

NOVEMBER 4th 
Convener: Florence Harper 
Roll Call : A talent I wished I had· pursued 
Motto : Talent is a Gift i Shar e itl 
Theme : Talent show 
Place : corint h W.l. t-tall 
Lunch: Mary Nelson, Emily McCurdy 

PROGRAM 

DECEMBER 2nd 
Convener : Isabelle Chilcott 

_Roll Call : A Christmas custom I want to remember 
Motto : The heritage of the past is the seed that 

brings forth the harvest of the future 
Place : Springfield W. l. Hall, Main Street 
Lunch : Spr ingfleld W .I. 

JANUARY 6th 
Convener : Dorothy Cowan 
Roll Call -Card table, cards and enough people 

to fill your.1able 
Place : 5 North Street, Tillsonbu~g . 

Home of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Cowan 
Topic : 75c person 
Lunch : West - Sandwiches -
Lunch : East - Cookies 

FEBRUARY 3rd 
Convener : Freda Pressey 
Roll Call : Favourite Natural Health Food 
M otto : Health with Food 
Place: Tour .of LaPlante Health Food Store, 

Tillsonburg _ 
Lunch : Freda Pressey and Lena Green 

MARCH 3rd 
Convener - Diana Bee 
Roll Call: Pros or Cons fOr cigarettes , 
Pl ace : Tour of Tobacco Factory, Aylmer, 8:00 p .m: 
Lunch : Mary Pressey, 'oiana Bee, Isabelle Chilcott --

APRIL 7th 
Convene·r: Mary Pressey, Emily McCurdy 
Roll Call - Payment of dues 
Motto: Program planning 
Place : Corinth W.l. Hall 
Lunch : Pot-luck supper at 7 :00p.m . 



OPENING ODE 
A gooc;lly thing It Is to meet 

In friendship's circle bright, 
Where nothing stains the pleasure sweet, 

Or dims the radiant light. 
No unkind word our lips shall pass. 

No envy sour the mind, 
But each shall seek the common weal, 

The good of all mankind. 

MARY STEWART COLLECT 
Keep us 0 Lord from pettiness; let us be 

Large in thought, In word and deed. 
Let us be done with fault finding and leave 

off self seeking. 
May we put away all pretence and meet each 

other face to face, w ithout self pity 
and without preJudice. 

May we never be hasty In Judgment and always 
generous. _ 

Let us take time for all things; make us grow· 
calm, serene, gentle; 

Teach us~ -put Into action our better Impulses 
straight forward and unafraid ; 

Grant that we may realize that It Is the little 
things that create differences; that In 
the big things of life we are one. 

And may we strive to touch and_ know the great 
human heart common to us all, 

And, 0 Lord God, let us notforget to be kind. 

GRACE 
We thank Thee, Father; for Thy care, 

Food, friends and kindliness we share 
May we forever mindful be, 

Of "Home and Country" and of Thee. 

. . 
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Mrs. Robert Firby 
1926 - 193~9 

I1RS • ROBERT FIRBY 

First PRESIDENT of CORINTH \V01>1EN 1 S 
INSTITUTE - 1926- 39 

I 



MRS . DIANA BEE 

PRESIDENT - 1975-1977 
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CORINTH Wm1:EN'S INSTITUTE CELEBRATES 

50TH ANNIVERSARY 

It was on the second day of JUly, 192~ , that the Corinth Branch 

of the Women' 's Institute was organized in the old Ellsworth store 

which was situated where Mrs Zelpha Pressey lived, presently Mr and 

Mrs Jerry Klein and family . Mrs W.J . Dunn of Luton was in the chair . 

The first President was Mrs Robert Firby and secretary Miss Ruby 

Jenkins (Mrs Harley McCurdy) '· 

Of the inaugural officers , Mrs Cecil Best , second vice- president 

still lives in Chatham . There are four other members also living-

Mrs Arthur Li vingston(nee Florence Ronson) of Kissinnee , Florida , USA. ,, 

Mrs Mabel Oolven(nee Mabel Pressey) of Bethune , Sask. , Mrs Emily McCurdy 

(nee Beemer) of i1#4 , Aylmer and Mrs Ethel Duff(nee Kilmer) of 49 

Chestnut St _. W., Aylmer . 

Through the work of the 89 members that they had obtained by the end 

of 1927, it was decided to purchase land and a hall to hold meetings 

and community activities in . Money needed for the hall was raised by 

dinners , bazaars and quiltings which were held in the old store across 

from the hall . This was known as the Bearss store and afterwards 

purchased by w. Fewster , in later years owned by Mr and Mrs George 

Beard . At one bazaar , the ladies had 45 quilts ready to be sold . 

With determination , hard work and community canvassing , a piece of land 

and hall was purchased and the first meeting was held December 10 , 1931 . 

The hall was wired for electricity in January , 1932 at the cost of 

$87 . 59 . 

True to tradition , the members decided to quilt a quilt during 

this past winter to commemorate the 50th Anniversary . This proved to 

be rewarding both socially and financially . 
(1 ~,, 

On Thursday, October 7th , Corinth Women ' 's Institute celebrated 

their 50th Anniversary . Celebrations started at 2 P .M. with what 30 / 
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proved to be a very successful day . Amidst the buzzing of a bake table , 

Tweedsmuir History books and display tables , one could hear the chatter 

and reminiscing of old f r iends and tales of the past as they had a cup 

of tea together . Displays of 4- H work, crafts and hobbies were set 

up in the basement . The afternoon activities ended at 4 P .M. with 

several members staying for pot - luck supper, ready to resume activities 

at 7 P .M. 

Past members and guests were asked to pour tea during their 

visitation . Among those present were Miss Catherine Me Dowell , Pres ., 

of Elgin East Women ' s Institute and Mrs Keith(Janet) Hiepleh , Prov . 

Board Director , F .W. I .O. 

Miss Catherine McDowell 
PresideiLt. of Elgin East Women ' 's Institute 

(' r 1") 
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The evening proved to be one to remember. The Tillsonburg 

Senior Citizen's Band "Melody Makers" rendered old time favourites 

during the evening while tea was being served . 

A table of antiques and the Tweedsmuir Books were displayed 

by Mrs. Lena Green (Assistant Curator of Corinth Institute) . 



The highlight of the evening was observed at 9 P .M. when Bill 

Underhill of Straffordville auctioned the quilt . This quilt was 

sewn and pieced by a life- long Corinth area resident and member of the 

Corinth Women ' s Institute. The members felt honoured to have done( 

this quilt in memory of Mrs ~ Agnes Silverthorn . One hundred and sixteen 

dollars was realized from the quilt . Everyone was happy to see a 

former member , Mrs. Hazel Langfield , buy the quilt . 

Mrs . Onalee Bye, Mrs .Mary Pressey, 
Mrs. Vera Stewart and Mrs .Opal Falkins 



\ 
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A craft table displayed by Mrs . Betty Smith 

Mrs. Lena Green, Mrs . Vera Stewart, Mrs . Onalee Bye, 
and Mrs. Mary Pressey 
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:t-irs. Emily McGurdy, Mrs .Diana Bee, Mrs • Opal Falkins 
and Mrs. Lena Green. 

The evening ended with the cutting of the Anniversary cake made 
by Mrs Iaabelle Chilcott, a member. The President, Mrs Diana Bee cut 
the cake assisted by Mrs. Janet Hiepleh and Mrs. Emily McCurdy, first 
vice-President, who was present for the inaugural meeting 50 years 
previously. 
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THE FEDERAL L.I.P. PROGRAM- 1972 and 1973 

A great deal of improvements were accomplished through the 

L.I.2. program and also the winter works program. Mr Bill UnderhilQ 

was in charge of the program in Biayham township. $39,000 L .I .P. grant. 

from the Federal Government and $12,000 from the winter works program 

was spent in Bayham township between Dec., 11, 1972 and June 29, 1973 .. 

According to Bill Underhill a wide range of work was done and 

over 80 people were employed for some of the time. All the people 

were hired through the Canada Nanpower office in Tillsonburg. They 

came from within Bayham mostly. One project was the restoration of 

eight abandoned cemeteries in the township. Stones were set up 

or gathered into one area and bedded in crushed stone and treated 

for weed growth. Sand was brought to fill sunken areas and trees 

and brush removed. The township is continuing to keep the cemeteries 

cleaned and mowed. 

The two cemeteries in the north Bayham area were among 

those mentioned namely; The Firby Cemetery and the Best Cemetery. 
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The sidewalks in Corinth wer e cleared and repaired . The exterior 

of the Women ' 's Institute Hall at Corinth ,,as also painted . The Institute 

provided the paint and wages were paid by the program . The program_ 

paid wages varied from $2 . 25 to over $3 . oo depending on the amount 

of skill required by the job. 

The men cleaned and cut brush and dead trees along several miles 

of roadside . 
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CORINTH P U B L I C S C H 0 0 L 

(Grade 8, 1919,, E.V. Amoss, teacher) 

Donat ed by Mrs Alex Duff 

Left back -Mildred Hall , Reta Foster, Stella Cook 
with slate, . Violet Turnbull, Ethel Kilmer 
(-Ethel Duff)', Muriel Floto( Club SWinger) 

Front - Dean Anderson, Leon Gable, Howard Anderson. 



CORINTH SCHOOL CLOSING 

vfuen the pupils at Corinth public school left the building for 

summer holidays in 1973, the doors closed for the last time for 

students . The Elgin County Board of Education had approved a re

shuffling of pupils in East Elgin, with the moves centred on the 

addition and re ovations at Straff ordville Public School . 

Board Superintendent T .J. Cunniffe stated that these moves 

would come into effect as of September 1 of that year . There would 

also be an administrative shuffle, as the Eden Public school would 

join Straffordville and Calton under one principal , crharles Davis , 

of the Straffordville school , with an enrolment of approx . 675 pupils •. 

CORINTH PUBLIC SCHOOL CLOSI NG RE- UNION 

SERVICE OF WORSHIP 

Sunday, June 23 , 1974 - ll ; oo A.M. 

PRELUDE - The Smith Family 

Word of Welcome 
Oall to Worship- Rev . C'ecil M. Jardine 
Sanctus - Holy, Holy , Holy 
Prayer of Invocation - Rev . C.M. ~ardine 
Hymn - 0 God , Our Help in Ages Past 
Scripture Reading 
Speaker - G1en Duff 
Solo - Josie Patton 
Prayer 
Speaker - Bev . Rabbets 
Duet - Colleen Hewitt and Elizabeth Pressey 
Speaker - Robin Duff 
Word of Thanks 
Hymn - Blest Be the Tie that Binds 

~).Canada ; 
Benediction 

have 
QUOT E FOR THE DAY; 11Tt is wonderful to t a character in human history 

whom you can utterly trust and to whom you can utterly give your 
heart . 11 '' 
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THE CONVERS ION OF THE CORINTH PUBLIC SCHOOL TO THE REORGANIZED CHURCH 
OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER DAY SAINTS 

In January of 1975 , on learning that the Elgin County Board of Education 

was going to call for tenders to buy the Corinth School building , the 

congregation submitted a tender . This tender was accepted on the week 

of February 16 , 1975 . The raising of funds and completion of the trans-

fer arrangements took several weeks, but by the middle of April the 

congregation was able to inspect the building and began making plans 

for converting the building . 

The partition between the two upstairs rooms was taken out, making --

it one room for use as a chapel . A number of projects that had to be 

carried out included the panelling of the chapel , nailing do~~ the floor, . 

installing carpet , stripping and refinishing the woodwork and doors , 

overhauling the wiring and heating s ystem, as well as redecorating the 

other walls . A kitchen and dining area was establ~6hed in the basement 

of the original school . By the end of November they were able to hold '1 

) their first service in the chapel , although all the projects were not 

then completed . 

Most all of the work was done by the members of the congregation . 

On October 16th and 17th , 1976 they celebrated their Centennial and 

dedicated the building . 



The Corinth Branch of the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints marked its lOOth anniversary on Saturday and Sunday, October 

, 1976 with a supper Saturday night and special services Sun. 
morning and afternoon.In photo from left are Pastor John Greenwood, RR 1 
Aylmer; President Duane Couey, of Indianapolis, l'Ussissippi, Church 
Headquarter; Regional Administrator Alex Kahtave, Ontario Regional 
AdministratOr, Guelph; Melvin Francis, former president-of London 
District, London, and Elder Archie Barham, Corinth, former pastor. 
Pastor Greenwood reported there were 167 present at the morning service. 

THE 
FORMER 
CORINTH 
PUBLIC 

SCHOOL 

NOW (1976) 
CORINTH 
REORGAN:t. 

IZED 
CHURCH of 
JESUS 

CHRIST 
of LATTER 
DAY SAINTS 
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~- ) CORINTH RLDS MARK CENTENNIAL 

Centennial of the founding of the Corinth Branch of the 

Reorganized church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints was 

celebrated by the congregation Sunday , Oct., 7 with special 

services. A cente~~ial supper was served Saturday evening. 

Morning service at 10;45 a.m. was held at the old church in 

Corinth, with Regi onal Administrator A.A. Kahtava, of Guelph, 

presiding, and the message given by President Duane Couey. 

A basket lunch at noon was followed by a dedication service 

~ 
! in the former Corinth School, now the church building. Elder John 

Greenwood, pastor, presided , with High Priest Melvin Francis of 

Cedar Rapids delivering the message. 

Corinth Branch was organized on Oct., 29, 1876, under the name 

of Bayham Branch, _Organization took place in the home of Christopher 

Pearson, who was its first pastor . There were 12 charter members. 

Services were held in the Pearson home for about seven years 

before a church edifice was built. On August 7, 1882 , the branch moveo 

to erect a church. The present church site was purchased in the 

spring of 1975. The remodelling of the building into a church has 

~ ) 
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been done largely by local members, under the skilful direction 

of Elder John Greenwood, the present pastor. 

Over 160 persons attended the celebrations . 

DEATH OF .ARCHIE BARHM1 

Archie Francis Barham of RR 4, Aylmer , passed away at his 

residence on Sunday, October 14, 1979, in his 66th year . 

He had worked at Imperial Tobacco for 30 years and was 

the former Pastor of the Re-Organized Church of Latter Day 

Saints at Corinth . 

Surviving are his wife, the former Edythe Sommers; one 

son, Bruce Barham of RR # 1, Grafton; two daughters, Mrs . 

Albert (Glenna) Dewaele of Langton and ~ITs. James (Bonnie) 

Gibbons of Straffordville; one brother Ercell Barham of Port 

Huron; three sisters, Mrs . May Weeks , I-1rs . Violet Fusee and 

Mrs . Myrtle B ertline, all of Delhi; and nine grandchildren. 

He was predeceased by one son, Richard Barham . 

He rested at H.A. Kebbel Funeral Home, Aylmer, where 

service was held Wednesday , October 17, at 2 p .m. 

Interment was in Richmond Cemetery. 

.q3 I 



CORINTH ' S G~TERAL STORE 
owned and operated by Leon and Betty Regan 
formerly owned by Frank Plust Sr ., and Jr . , 
prior to that McCurdy ' s . 



Homes built 

on the farm 

Mr & Mrs Eugene 

Brov-'11. On the 

to~line be-

tween Bay ham 

and Malahide. 
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HISTORIC BAYHAM HOME BUILT FROH ADOBE BRICK 

WHAT'S AN ADOBE? 

An adobe is an unburnt brick made from clay and straw and dried in the 

sun. They are usually used in hot places such as Mexico for construct

ing houses because of a lack of other building materials like wood. 

The adobe method of construc~ ion is unusual in a temperate climate like 

that of Southwestern Ontario, especially since there are so many trees, 

but it is not unknown. 

In 1818, Robert Cook, an eccentric pioneer, hiked from Lundy''s Lane 

in Niagara Falls t o what is now Bayham Township. He built a two-storey 

house from ground to gables of adobe brick and encased it in a protective 

wooden siding. 

Over 140 years and six generations of the Cook family later the 

house still stands and is structurally sound. In the winter of 1976-

77Alan Veitch, Eden renovated the historic home. 
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Mr . Veitch removed the plaster , exposing the adobe brick walls . 

The bricks show little deterioration . They are roughly the same size as 

contemporary cement blocks - six inches , by 17 inches by 10 inches . 

They are laid in mortar of the same material upon a stone foundation . 

The stone is necessary to create a water- proof base , preventing de

terioration of the lower levels of brick from a capiliary action of mois

ture . Every four to five rows up the wall is a three- inch plank which 

separates the bricks . Closer to the ceiling, the number of rows between 

each plank diminishes to one brick , strengthening the total wall . 

The house incorporates the best of two methods of construction -

a basic timber frame and interior walls made from lath and lime plaster 

plus the heat - and- cold insulating adobe brick . 

According to family records , Robert Cook gathered the clay from a 

field a quarter mile from the site . After 15 years on the farm , where he 

was living in a log cabin , and coming to the Bayham district from 

( \'lelland district where the heaviest clay in South-\vestern Ontario is 

found , he was familiar with the consistency of his building material . 

After the clay was hauled from the field , Mr Veitch told that a -~ - - ---.:.."":.. 

quantity of straw was trampled into it by oxen . The straw altered the 

consistency and helped to prevent shrinkage and cracking . Up to two 

weeks were required to thoroughly dry the bricks that were shaped in 

uniform moulds . 
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Rev . C. C. Strachan, 90, of Bayham, cuts cake at family birthday 
party . With him are his son, Neil, of Scarborough, and his daughter~ 
Mrs. Berton C. (Edith) Green, of RRl, Eden . 

RETIRED BAYHAM CLERG~~ , (90), HONORED AT FAMILY BIRTHDAY 
PARTY \1965) 

Everyone enjoys a birthday party at any age . This was cert
ainly the case at the Richmond United Church on Sat., April 17 , 1965 , 
whenGenial, white-haired Rev . c. C. Strachan , of Bayham, was honored 
by 45 family members at a dinner party on his 90th birthday . 

The retired minister, a Glencoe native, enjoyed the birthday
do as enthusiastically as a 10-year-old . 

An ardent Toronto Maple Leafs hockey f~Mr Strachan temporarily 
forgot his slight disappointment about the Leafs being knocked out 
of the Stanley Cup playoffs as the birthday guests started arriving . 
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Among the family members at the party were his daughter, Mrs. 

Berton (Edith) Green, RRl, Eden , and sons, Neil, an engineer in 

Scarborough, and Donald, a High School teacher in Norwich . 

Mr . Strachan was born in a log cabin on the family homestead in 

Glencoe, on April 16 , 1875 , the son of the late Mr . and Mrs . T . Strachan . 

The log cabin was still in tact as of 1965 and used as an implement shed . 

Mr . Strachan was ordained in 1905 and served congregations in many 

parts of Canada . In 1908 he married Edith Chapple in Winnipeg . 

During his stay in Western Canada Mr . Strachan was at a meeting 

when Prime Minister Sir Wilfred Laurier welcomed the Prairie Provinces 

into Confederation . 

Rev . Strachan and his wife came east to Burgoyne, in Bruce 

County . Later, he took over the Lakeside and Harrington churches . 

In 1928 the couple moved again , this time to Mount Elgin . They came to 

Bayham- Corinth circuits in 1936 . 

R~ . Strachan officially retired in 1955 but even after retirement 

he kept up his ministerial duties when called upon . 

eo 
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NORTH BAYHAM VlOMAN COMPOSES POP BALLADS, 
has first record released in the U.S .A. 

Mrs. Edith M. Green of R.R.#l Eden , ( daughter of late Rev . c .c. 
Strachan) has recently received her first royalty cheque for her record, 

arranged and recorded by M. S . R. Records of Holl~~ood , Calif . 

Edith writes both the words and the music . The two Pop ballads on 

this rec.ord , "Just one more Time , " and "I couldn ' t Believe ." 

This record has been played on C .K .o .T., Tillsonburg , and C .K .N .X. :::_ 

Wingham . 

Edith does all her composing on the piano, and has studied fiction 

writing for two years . In 1975 she composed a hymn tune for lyrics 

written by a United Church Clergyman , commemorating the United Church 

of Canada's 50th Anniversary . 

Edith is more interested in doing music specifically about Ontario , 

and during the summer of 1977 she had two demonstration records made , 

namely ; "Home to Ontario " and "vfuispering Muskoka Pines ". 

Again , she composed both the words and the music , and the demonstratid 

records were made in Holl~~ood . A demonstration record is just one 

single record and Edith had these taped at Springfield Sound Systems , 

Springfield , Ont ., which makes them suitable for radio use . 

11 Home to Ontario " was played on C.K. O.T ., Tillsonburg - F .M., 

and 11 ' Whispering Muskoka Pines 11 was used by Huntsville Radio Director 

at a convention held at Honey Harbour . 

The popular ballad record -" Just one more Time 11 and 11 I couldn't 

Believe "I was first done in demonstration form and then went on to 

M.S .R. to be released as a pressed record . The M. S .R. Record Co . 

releases it to radio stations in the U. S .A.,- from whence the royalties , 

if any? All distribution in Canada is done by Edith herself . On this 

record , Edith has her co9yright from i'lashington , D.C. 

Edith gratefully acknowledges local encouragement for her work , 
51 
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and especially wishes to thank the radio staff _of C .K.O .T., Tillsonburg· 

who have been so helpful. 

Edith, a housewife, her husband, Berton Green, and two sons 

enjoy a leisure life on their farm in Bayham Township, Elgin County. 

Mrs Bert (Edith) Green recently received her second royalty 
cheque from a Hollywood music company for the sales of 11Just One More 
Time" and 11 ! Couldn't Believe". 

When she \~ites a song, the music comes first. Mrs Green is 
now branching out into Gospel and Country and \'/estern music. She 
met Joanne Yates, sister of country and western star Johnny Cash, 
in Aylmer when Hrs. Yates' Gospel group performed there. }1rs. Yates 
took one of Mrs. G~een's Gospel tunes back to Nashville with her. 



The Queen's, 
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Presentation of LIFE !>1EMBERSHIPS 
to - BESSIE BAGNELL, IvlARGAREr STEWART 

and ~UffiY NELSON by PRESIDENT 
EMILY McCURDY on Dec., 1977. 
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FAREVIELL DINNER HELD - - 1977 

Mr . and Mrs . Walter Nelson, Mrs . Inez Smith , Kenneth and 

Emerson Beener, Mr . Reg . Sayers and Mr . and Mrs . Alonzo Hagell 

attended a farewell dinner at the home of Mr . and Mrs . Gordon 

Chilcott and family Saturday evening for Frank Stimers, a life- long 

resident of Corinth . He \vill be residing in a nursing home at 

Port Bruce . After dinner guests were Mr . and Mrs . Leon Regan, 

Mrs . Mildred Wallington and f.Ir . and lvlrs . George Beard and Anne . 

On behalf of the community Alonzo Hagell presented Frank with a tel~ 

evision stand , a radio and a billfold of money . 
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CORINTH COUPLE vlED 25 YEARS (1977) 

Mr . and f1rs . Colin Ridgwell of R R #4 , Aylmer , (Corinth) 

celebrated their 25th wedding anniversary on Dec . 30 at the 

Brownsville community hall in the form of a buffet dinner for 

forty-one relatives and friends , and dancing later in the evening 

for seventy guests, with music supplied by Fred Buro of Springfield . 

A midnight buffet was also served . 

Mr. and Mrs . Ridgwell were married on November 29, 1952 , at 

the home of the bride ' s aunt and uncle , Mr . and Mrs . Frank Porter 

of R R #1 , Brownsville by Rev . W.E. Aldworth of St . Pauls United 

Church , Tillsonburg . Mrs Ridgwell was the former Ruth Fitch . 

Present at the celebration were their attendants on their 

wedding day, Mrs . Mavis Honsberger of Brownsville, sister of the 

groom , and Tony Ridgwell , presently of Fayette, Missouri . 

Mr . and 1-lrs . Ridgwell were blessed with five children , 

Wanda (Mrs . Charles Whitesell) of Paris, Ellen of Paris, Harold 

Slo 
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(''deceased) , Shirley and Gaye , at home ; and one gra.""l.dchild , Andrea 

Lynn Whitesell , age three months . 

Guest s at the affair were from Toronto area , London , Brant

f ord area , Paris , Springfield , Aylmer , Tillsonburg , Corinth area , 

Bro\vnsville and Fayette , Missouri . 
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On February 11, 1978, Mr. and Mrs. Roy Green celebrated their 

50th vledding Anniversary with an Open House at the Senior Citizens 

Room in the Community Centre, Tillsonburg. Lunch was prepared by 

the Corinth Women's Institute and served bythe n J'e ces of Iv!r. and 

Mrs. Green 

They were married at the Corinth Parsonage with Leta and 

Irwin Esseltine as attendants. They have lived their entire married 

life at RR3, Tillsonburg. This farm had belonged to Hrs. Green's 

parents and had been in the Best name from the crov~, September 20, 

1848. The farm consisted of one hundred acres and was purchased 

for the sum of fifty pounds. 

f.1r. and f.lrs. Green have one son, Ronald, who is Reeve of 

Bayham Tovmship (1977-78). He has served several years on the 
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Bayham Council . Mr . and Mrs . Ronald G·reen have tv10 sons 

Allan and Terry . 
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FAMILY OF CECIL B. BEEMER 

Cecil B. Beemer was born Dec ., 19 , 1873 , died April 19 , 196o. 

He married Lillie M. Milmine, born 24th Dec ., 1882 , died Mar., 

8 , 1940 . They had eleven children, one still-born. 

FAMILY - c. Lylus - born June 2, 1904, died Mar., 1961 

Married Violet Scanlan . They had seven children . 

Inez - married Jack Smith 

Emily E . -born Mar ., 16 , 1908, married Leo c . r.IcCurdy. 

They had four children , 2 boys and 2 girls . 

Emily ' 's family - Leo D. married Carmel Daminio - two 

children, Donald and Sherry . 
Penny Kendall -two girls , Becky and 

Beth . 

Jack C. married Claire Cr~m, three 

boys, Christopher, Ernest and 
Mark 

Debra Anne married Larry Larsen, one 

daughter, Angela 

Lillie May - born July 19, 1911, married Frank Graham . 

They had six children, four girls and two boys . 

Kenneth H. - born !1ar ., 29 , 1913, died May 4 , 1979 . 
He never married . 

Helen K. - born May 7 , 1915, married James He Donald . 
They had three boys , Max , Jim, .and Bob . 

Ruth v. - born April 20 , 1917 , married Howard Jenny . 
They had two girls and one boy , Wendy , 

Dianne and Milton . 

Emerson I .- born July l , 1919 . Never married . 

I1argaret Fern - born Nov ., 6 , 1921 , married Walter Griffen. 
2nd Husband - Gerald Sharon - Miles Rock 

Merle Marie - born June 13, 1923 , married Harold Sitts . 
He died 19 • Remarried to aohn Greenwood . 



( Written by Emily E . (Beemer) McCurdy , June , 1979 . ) 

I was born on a farm ovmed by a man by the name of Do by, off 

»o . 3 highway five miles west of Tillsonburg . My parents were 

goodly Christian people, so we children were brought up by 

reading scriptures , family worship in our home and learned to depend 

on God . I was born of a family of eleven children, four boys , seven 

girls . ( one boy still-born and two brothers have passed awa~. Where 

there was sickness or death in a home neither of my parents were too 

busy to give help or service when needed, even as small as a loaf 

of home-made bread . 

;,fuen I was around 5 yrs . of age my father decided to move to the 

city and try steady wages . It might be better. to raise his family . Afte 

four years they decided the farmlife was best, to go back to mother

earth to raise a family . So they moved back to Corinth . Then my 

father took an active part in the Corinth School S .S . No .l6 . He 

was trustee for approximally eighteen years . 

(over) 
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I feel at this time I would like to mention our teacher, Miss 

Erie Amoss . She taught most of our family . I have many pleasant 

memories of her . 

It made me sad when we as a church of R .L.D .S . , had to give 

up our little white church, that we had for so many years . We had 

many wonderfull spiritual experiences there . I was very happy for 

us to be able to purchase the Corinth school after it was closed 

to have for our church. So many good memories there and wonderfull 

grounds . I feel it has brought more brotherly love to the community •. 

So Praise our Lord . I might mention here of Miss Amoss walking home 

from school with us children and telling us different stories from 

Grimes Fairy tales . 

My father was also a Priesthood member of the Reorganized 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saint~t the little white 

( church at Corinth of which all the family belonged and took an 

active part whenever we could. Then during these years I met Leo 

c. McCurdy from Richmond, Ont . , and we married. ~~en I was single 

and after I married I helped and worked with the Corinth Women ' 's 

Institute while I lived at Corinth. I always enjoyed it and found 

they did good work for to\~ and country . Eventually we moved away . 

Leo and I raised four children two boys and two girls . 

Leo D. became a salesman through hard vrork, being dependabLe. 

he became President of Surgenor Motors of Ottawa)Ont . Also, he holds 

priesthood in the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 

Saints . 

Penny Y. , our second child became a Registered Nurse, trained 

in St . Thomas Elgin Hospi ts4- then went to Detroit in "Iff omen ' 's 

Hospital and specialized in O.B. and \vent froi!l there to our church 

hospital in Independence, Mo . 



Penny is nov1 Supervisor over four floors , head nurse for 0 . B- . She is 

married and lives there . 

My son Jack C. joined the Air Force and lived overseas for 

some years ~~d ended up in Nova Scotia and has retired from the 

Forces this year (1979)'. 

My youngest child, daughter Debra Anne went to London, Ont . 

and took up computor programming and went to Mo ., and worked in the 

pharmacy in oux church hospital . She married a young man there and 

is still living there and each one of my children is working in 

our church . 

When Leo retired he v1anted to go back to Corinth so we moved 

back and I joined the VI .r. . again and served as President 1977- 78 •. 

After my husband ' 's death I wanted to do something that had been 

on my mind for some time .- To help with our church health mission . 

( So in November of 1974 I went to Haiti \vith the team and did what I 

coul d to help with immunization to the poor children there . In 

the year of 1977 in February I went to Honduras . I enjoyed both 

trips very much, only what we accomplished in such a short time was 

only a drop in the bucket to what should be done . I wanted to go 

again but due to ill health I have moved back to Ottawa to be near 

my son . I miss working with the \V . I . women . 

Since Emily has \vritten this account of her life the family 

have lost another member of their family .On May 4, 1979 , Kenneth H. 

Beemer of 4 Falcon Road , Tillsonburg, has passed away in his 67th 

year . Dear brother of !:-irs Inez Smith and E}llerson Beemer , of 

same address Tillsonburg, Emily McCurdy of Ottawa , Mrs Frank(Lillie) 

Gr~h.am, Mrs Howard(Ruth) Jenney , both of Ingersoll , Mrs James(Helen)' 

1'1ac Donald, of Woodstock , l1rs Hiles (Margaret) Rock of St Thomas , 



(-

4 . 

Mrs John(l·1erle) Greenwood, of R .R . l , Aylmer . Predeceased by a 

brother Lylus Beemer .He was buried from Ostranders Funeral Home, 

Tillsonburg, interment Richmond Cemetery . Memorial donations to 

Camp Ziontario were gratefully received~ 
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LOCAL BAYHAM GIRL \VINS M.A.i"il"Y TROPIES 

LYNN BARI 
(~~s Michael Szorenyi - married dune 28, 1978) 

Lynn, eldest daughter of Geneva and Louis Bari of lotll, 
Con., lo, Bayham Township, RR#4, Aylmer has been a very talented 
young lady. 

At the age of four she started tap dancing. While Lynn was 
performing at many recitals she spotted a baton twirler. This 
art or talent was next on the list to be learned. Her first lesson 
was on I1arch 1970 and in April the same year entered the first contest 
and placed 2nd. The next year and a half she entered many contests 
and always placed in the top seven. 

In November of 1972 Lynn entered the first championship in 
Port Huron, Michigan and placed 1st. /JJIIIW'I'I If 

In April of 1973 Lynn travelled to ~ with her teacher, 
Deardra King of Kitchener for International title placing 3rd. 

In May of 1973 she placed 2nd in Ontario Strutting Championships, 
placing 3rd in Canadian Championship the same summer •. In August of 
1973 she placed 1st in World Intermediate Strut Championship at N·otre 
Dame University, Indiana. In October, 1973 she won the North American 
Modelling Championship. 

During 1974 Lynn travelled to all Eastern and Middle States of 
U.S.A., and performed at the Lobster Festival in New B-runswick. 
Also in 1974 she placed 2nd r~er-up in the Ontario and Canadian 
Miss Majorette overall C.hampionship and \von the Ontario and Canadian 
modelling championship. 
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In 1975 she won the Miss Majorette of Canada and Canadian 
Strut Championships. 

During the years Lynn has won six hundred and seventy-five 
trophies and has taught dancing and twirling in the Pt Burwell and 
London area. Many of her students are well on their way to success. 
The Pt Burwell-Vienna Lionettes group placed 4th in the 1977 Ontario 
Dance Twirl Competition. 

At High School at East Elgin High School, Aylmer, Lynn was 
Snow Queen in 1972 and Queen of the Prom in 1974. 

During t~e years 1975-78 Lynn has also been teaching in the 
Pt Burwell and Vienna Public Schools. 

Lynn has resided at home with her parents, a brother Louis, Jr., 
and a sister Lorraine. 

The community can well be proud of such talent in their midst •. 
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THE PIONEER COOK F~~ILY 
of 

NORTH BAYHAM 

Robert Cbok settled on Lot 11, Concession 9, of Bayham in 

~818-19, having come from Niagara Falls. His Grandfather, also 

Robert Cook was a United Empire Loyalist from New Jersey and 

came to Niagara Falls in 1776. 

(Copied from Niagara Historical Society Booklet # 22 -
SOME GRAVES ON LUNDY'S LANE) 

11 ' Here lies Robert Cook and Martha Skinner, his wife, who 
came from N·ew Jersey as Loyalists in 1776, settled in Stamford 
in 1781 and fo~~ded one of the very oldest of the frontier families •. 
They received a grant of 300 acres of land immediately north of 
this Hill. They had eight sons and four daughters, also four 
nephews of their name, and their descendants now number many 
hundreds. The graves of the old Loyalist and his wife are not 
marked, but there are s t ones at the grave of one son and his wife, 
Haggai Cook, born Oct., 27, 1773-died November l, 1848, aged 75 yrs. 
Sarah, the wife of Haggai Cook, born April 14, 1777 -died Jan.,7, 
1813 in her 36 tq year •. u· 

Haggai Ooo~' 'was in Captain Grant ' 's c·ompany of the 2nd Lincoln 

Militia in the war of 1812-14. The names of ten other Cooks are to 

be found in the old Militia Rolls. Haggai was an early Freemason 

and his grave stone bears many emblems of that craft. 

There wer e two Robert Cooks, both grandsons of Robert and 

Martha Cook. The Robert Cook of Bayham was born April 20, l 798, the 

eldest child of Haggai and Sarah Durham Cook. Their family - namely, 

Harvey, Haggai, Alonzo, Calista and Edna Jane and Flavious. 

Robert Cook willed his property to his daughter, Edna Ann Cook,, 

who in turn deeded it to her neice, "Young Edna", daughter of her 

brother, Alonzo Cook. Edna later became Mrs Oscar All 'ln Veitch •. 

The property has remained in the Veitch family ever since. Al~ 

Veitch, son of Robert Veitch is the present owner (1977). 

Meanwhile, the sons of Robert Cook - Harvey, Haggai, Flave and 

Alonzo, each acquired or were given farms of their own near the old 

homestead. Twenty-five acre~ across the road, was owned by Sibel 

Dewey, whose daughter Maria married Robert Cook, the pioneer, in 
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1822 . From the mother it passed into the hands of her son , Alonzo, 

and along with other land later became the farm of his son Spencer 

Cook - then to Spencer ' 's daughter , Mildred Cook Travis . From then 

to Mildred's daughter and son-in-law, Mr & Mrs Wilfred and Helen 

Ketchabaw- Duncan Stewart and as of 1977 Paul Stewart . Mildred 

Travis and family lived on this property for several years . Her 

father , ~pencer was married to Anna Summers, daughter of Mr and Mrs 

Frank Summers of the 8th Con . of Bayham . 

Mildred Cook Travis ' 's family are as follows - Robert Wilfred Travis, 

born Mar ., 25, 1923 -Mildred Irene Travis , born May 19, 1925, Died 

July 19 , 1933- Helen Francis Travis born Mar ., 2 , 1927 . 

Grandchildren of Mildred Cook Travis - Irene , Lee, Russell and Wilfred 

Ketchabaw , and Gladys Mildred Travis . 

Great grand children - Stacey Irene Carr, Kristine Cindy Carr 

Jason Raymond Ketchabaw , Tyler Lee and Todd James Ketchabaw -bee's 

Jody Dawn and Jennie Lee Ketchabaw - Wilfred's 

Al~nzo Cook had three sons, Arden , Spencer, and Fred. llonzo 

was a typical sportsman of his day . He had a half-mile race course 

on his own farm . His neighbours , Walker Firby, Jim Adams, James 

Middleton, Har~ey Cook, and many others would come driving in 

with their high- wheeled sulkies , each to train some high- stepping 

equine beauty . Alonzo Cook was an ent~rprising man . Old residents 

recall seeing his horses and buggy dashing about the county as he 

pursued his many projects . He established cheese factories at 

Seville and the Elliott factory at North Bayham. He had dairy 

farms in both districts . Later .in life , he was created a Magistrate ., 

Pranks by children are not only common today - a story is told of 

Fred Cook and his cousin, Dewey Cook . They obtained possession of a 

revolver and had great target practice on school dinner pails of 

their classmates and also of going to school early and shooting at 



the woodshed door . Fred carried the revolver under his shirt , 

hung by a string around his neck until teacher James Amoss was in

formed and that was the end of that . He was severely flogged after 

school . Fred Cook, later in life,was known to relate, \"/hen speaking of 

his former teacher, Mr Amoss, "He gave us good teaching, personal 

interest, a taste of the strap and the best of advice for life ahead .. "' 

In 1854 Robert Cook purchased the north half of Lot 11, Con . lO 

In 1862 he deeded this land to his son, Alonzo . In 1870 Alon 

Cook sold about four acres to the Great Western Railway Co., whinh 

was building a railway through the county at that time . In 1865 

Alonzo Cook bought the northwest quarter of Lot 12 . He then ow.med 

150 acres . In 1902 Alonzo Cook died and his son Fred Cook in

herited the farm . Fred Cook had two children, Dr . A. L . Cook of 

Windsor , a Dentist and a daughter Mary Delight Cooper(deceased) . Mary 

Delight Cooper was daughter of Fred and Daisy Cook . She was born 

in 1918 on her father ' s farm in Bayham Township but moved with her 

parents to Tillsonburg in time to enter Kindergarden in the then 

new Rolph Street School . After Elementary and Secondary school 

in Tillsonburg she took her B·. A. from the University of Toronto , 

through Victoria College , attended the Ont . College of Education 

and had charge of the Science Department in the Gananoque 

Secondary School for seven years . In 1938 she married John Irwin 

Cooper of London, Ont.and went to live in Montreal, where Dr. 

Cooper was a Professor at McGill University until retirement in 1970 . 

She is survived by her husband Dr . John Irwin Cooper , living(l977) 

on Bidwell St ., Tillsonburg.(The residence of Mr & Mrs Fred Cook) 

She is also survived by two daughters, Carolyn, Toronto and D. Ann 

of Beloeil , Que ., and her brother Dr . A. L . Cook, Windsor . 

tO 



Charles Harvey Cook , a son of Robert Cook , Married Eliza 

Hubbard lived on part of North half of lot lo, Con . 9, Bayham . 

Family - Harry Cook M~ Isabelle Henderson died age 94 yrs at St 

Marys , Nov ., 24 , 1974 . 

Oscar A. - died 1905 

George - " 1891 

Mary Jane - M.-Archibald Dingman , Iona Station died Jan ., 16 , 1976 

Sylvia Bell - M- (1) Kilmer ("2) Marr 

Haggai - M. - Viola Richardson 

{p) 

Haggai Coo~ took up land on the south half of Lot 10, Con ., 9 

on July 13 , 1842 . He served as Justice of the Peace . He had a 

family of six . This was the Harper farm from 1944 - 69 . The youngest 

son of Haggai Henry Grant Cook , known as Tim lived with his father 
I 

Haggai Cook on the homestead near Corinth and inherited the farm in 

1894 . He frequently went out West to his brother Bruce Cook , Alix 

Alberta . He also lived at Niagara Falls and once worked at the 

Shredded Wheat Plant in Niagara Falls , N.Y-.. He would get \vest ern 

fever and go out on the "narvesters Excursions ". He sold or traded 

his Father ' s farm in Bayham Township for a quarter section of land near 

Glen Ewen, Sask . .He was kicked in the head by a cow and was in Hospital 

for some time . After years of drouth , he gave up and walked off the farm 

out West and returned to Niagara Falls . His former injury recurred 

and he died in a nursing home in St Catherines , Ont . 

b .- Oct . 7 , 1866 Bayham Twh . 

d . April 11 - 1941 - St Catherines buried in St David ' 's Cem . 
Niagara Falls . 

Flavius Cook , son of the pioneer , Robert Cook , was born in 1842 
• and died in 1874 . He was married to Mary Precoor, born 1845 and 

died in 1875 . Little is known where he lived in Bayham but he was 

buried in Firby Cemetary . 



Ira Cook, a brother of Robert Cook , was born Dec., 14, 1804 ~ 

( · · He was the sixth child of Haggai and Sarah Durham Cook. He was born 

in the township of Stamfor9 Upper Canada, in Clifton now known as 

Niagara Falls, Ont. He married Annie Green in 1826, also of Niagara 

Falls and came to Bayham Township, Elgin County . They had eight 

children, namely Sylvia, Adelin<J' Mira(' Grandmother of Mrs . ~owman, 

Niagara Falls(l977), Sarah, Edna, Haggai, Martha, Douglas. rra Cook 

once owmed 43 acres- ~ts of N. halves of lots 11& 12 on the 8th Con . 

of Bayham Township (part of the farm that was later Robert Stewarts 

and presently (77) ~a~ Stewart . He bought the land from his father 

for 100 pounds . It is not known the year of his death but he was 

buried in Fairview Cemetary at the north end of Niagara Falls . 

His daughter Mira Cook married James Robertson, 2nd marriage - Wm. 

Caswell . Their daughter, Sylvia Caswell once attended the old Corinth 

( School for a short tima. Sylvia Caswell married Charles Wm .Wilson 

from U.S .A. Their daughter, presently (77) is living at 6100 Drummond 

Rd., Niagara Falls, Mrs Ella Bovvman . 

( Picture taken in May , 1976 . Great Granddaughter of Ira Oook , 
Mrs Ella Bowman, standing behind the follo\ring tombstones . 
Haggai Cook , wife Sarah , Silvia- daughter died age 17, Ira Cook. 
Cemetery is on east side of Lundy ' 's Lane United Church . ) D 6v.:d.(nl 



DR •. ALONZO COOK 

Dr . Alonzo Cook of Windsor , formerly of North Bayham 

and Tillsonburg , passed away at Grac e Hospital , i'lindsor , on Friday, 

October 5, 1979 in his 75th year . 

He was the son of the late Fred ~~d Daisy Cook . 

He was a retired Dentist , graduating from the University 

of Toronto Dental School . Dr . Cook served as a Captain 

in the Dental Corps in World War 11 , and was an honorary 

life member of the Windsor Club . 

Surviving are a brother- in- law, Dr . Jop~ Cooper of 

Tillsonburg and two nieces , Daisy Ann Cooper of Beloeil , 

Quebec , and Mary Carolyn Cooper of New York City . 

Rested at the H. S . Anderson and Son Funeral Home , Windsor , 

where service was held Monday , October 9 , at 2 P .m., followed 

by a graveside service in Tillsonburg on Tuesday , October 10 , 

at 3 p .m. conducted by Rev . Merrill James of St . Pau~ s 

United Church . 

Ostrander ' s Funeral Home , Tillsonburg , were in charge 

of local arrangements . 
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CONCESSION 8 LOT 1 

1825 - Cr own- to Solomon Moore - 200 acres -N. & S . lots 
1829 - (Widow) Elenor Moore to John Hamjlton 
1854 - John Hamilton to Robert Firby 
1855 - Thomas Firby 
1859 - Thomas Firby to Robert Firby 
1867 - J-ohn Hamil ton to Alexander Moore 
1871 - Alexander Moore Sr . , to Alexander Hoore Jr . 
1878 - A. Moore to Edward Moore 
1879 E . !·1oore to George Chambers 
188 3 - A. !1oore 
1884 - G. Chambers 
1885 - R. Firby 
1891 - Ellen Forbes 
1895 - J ames L . Moore 
1902 - Edward Moore 

May l 946 - Kenneth Wolfe 

N.t Con .,8 Lot 1 

19o2 - Edward Moore - R. Firby 
1903 - R. Firby - J ohn Pound 
1903 - John Pound - Daniel Floto(Cheese Factory 
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BUlL 1870 STI~L oo r s~ 
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ALEXANDER JlOORE (1809-1883) 
ELIZABETH STORY MOORE (1813-1891) 

JAMES LESLI ~ MOORE (1869) 
SON OF ALBERT (1846) 

G HAl\TDS ON 0 F ALEXANDER 



The John Story Moore " Old Homestead " Lot 2 Concession 9 Bayham 

Township, Elgin County. Ontario. The farm now (1950) owned and 

operated by his Grandson Frank Slaght, this is the last of the 

Alexander Moore (1809-1883) property remaining in possession of 

his descendeants. 



PRESSEY~ENS -WHALEY-CAUSYNS FAJU~S LTD. 

NORTH B~YHAM farms 

Con . 8 St of lot 2 

Sinc~this parcel of land laid mainly in gullies and 

was heavily timbered it was not taken up by the settlers as 

early as some adjacent l and . The follo~dng are names of the 

owners - Deed from Crown 1880- T . Moore 
1883 - W.M. Ford 
1884 - Edwar d Moon 
1888 - T • Moore 
~911 - Phineas Pressey 
1932 - Andy Pressey 
1935 - Mrs z. Pressey 
1943 - Owen Carson 
1951, - Alexander Ens 
1952- 72 - Mr & Mrs Russell Whaley 
1972 - cr~usyn Farms Ltd . 

Some fields adjacent to other farms were taken from this 100 

acres through the years . Namely Ken Wolfe, Harry Firby, James Bognar 

etc . 

Lots 2 & 3 have been operated as one unit since 1943 . 



CONCESSION 8 LOT 3 S; t 

Searched at the Registrar Office 
1824- - Cro·wn 

Deed ~ay 21 1825- 27 - Henry Parkinson - James Moore 
1851 John Scanlon 
1853 Ambrose William 
1854 Andrew Moore 
1855 James Butler 
1857 Andrew High 
1857- 61 Hugh Cascadden 
1B63 Isaac Will 
1868 Christopher King 
1891 William Will 
19-- Sold for $5250 . 00 
1903 William Nesbit - Phineas Pressey 

P . Pressey - w. Nesbitt 
1908 - w. Nesbit 
1911 P . Pressey - $1500 . 00 
1921 P . Pressey - Geor0 e Pressey & Florence Pressey 
1941 Owen Carson 
1951 Alex Ens 
1952- 73 Russell Whaley 
1973- 76 Causyn Farms Ltd . 

Owen Carson converted this farm into a tobacco farm , which is 

to-day(76) producing only corn . Practically all the tobacco buildings 

are gone . The house and lot have beensold to Mr & Mrs Norman Holden as 

of Nov / 1974. 
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CON . 8 , LOT4 , St W. 50 Acres 

1901 - Thomas Pearson to Henry Pearson 
L918 - c,erinda & .J Joseph - 50 acres to the east 
1936 - Henry Pearson to the west(50 acres) 
1960 - 11 11 ' to George NaS\'Ietter 
1972 - J:Ylichael Hank 

Henry Pearson passed away at the Tillsonburg District Memorial 

on Friday , January 10 , 1975 , in his 96th year . He had been re-

siding with his daughter , !'<Irs \'falter Boam, since leaving his 

farm in Bayham , at RR#3 , Tillsonburg . 

Henry was born in Bayham Township . He was the son of Thomas 

Pearson and the former Cerinda Dennis . He was a former foreman 

with the l)epartment of Highways for fourteen years . He was a member 

& Elder of the Re- organized Church of ~esus Christ of Latter Day 

Saints in Corinth . 

His wife , the former Ada v. Pearson , predeceased him April 

14 , 1966 . Surviving are one daughter, Mrs(Walter(Boam) Sanders, 

and three grandchildren and seven great grandchildren . 
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CON • 8 , LOT 4 , Si 

eROWN - 1841 - J ·oseph Pearson - 100 acres 
1857 - Alex Moore 
1868 - Joseph Pearson 1 
1901 - Thomas Pearson to Henry Pearson 
1907 - Joseph 11 
1918 - Cerinda & Joseph Pearson 
1936 - Henry Pearson - West 50 acres 
1942 - Clarence Harvey - East 50 11 

1947 -Henry Pearson & Ada 
1960 - tt n 11 50 acres to George Naswetter 
1972 - All the land except House & Lot of Clarence Harvey 

Michael Hank & two lots across highway 

This property has remained in the Pearson family since the land 

was granted by the crown in 1841 . In 1901 Thomas Pearson owned the 

farm . Thomas ' s family were as follows ; Dan , wife Lidia(Thompson} 

John , wife Lean(Thompson) , Jake , Dick , Henry , Tom, Joseph, Christopher , 

c·erinda (Mitts) , Hannah ('Parker) , Bell (Learn) , Nancy (Temple) 

The farm comprised of 100 acres less the highway originally but later 

was divided into two fifty acre farms . The original house was 

behind the barns . When the farm was divided one part of the house 

was moved on the west fifty acres for Henry Pearson's family and 

another part moved in front of barns . This is the residence of 

Shirley(Pearson) and Clarence Harvey(1977) . In 1907 Joseph 11 and 

family moved from Vienna to the homestead . Family - Viola(Boyd) , 

Elva(Landon) , Earl , Chester and Shirley(Harvey) . Mrs Joseph Pearson 11 

lived to 8li years of age and J oseph 11 lived to be 75 years and lived 

on this property until their death . Joseph worked for the Aylmer 

telephone company as well as farmed . The lots across the highway 

were owned and occupied for some time by Shirley and Clarence ' 's son 

Mr . and Mrs .Lonzo Harvey but in 1976 are ovmed by Donald and Janet Nobbs . 

~J 
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CONCESSION 8 , LOT 4 , NORT H t 

1911 - Christopher Pearson 
1916 Cerinda Pearson & Joseph Pearson 
1918 - John Pearson 
1931 - John Hubbard Pearson 
1937 - Daniel Pearson 
1939 - Bognar 
1954 - J~ Pearson 
1957 - Chester Pearson 
19 - Martin I11aurer 
19 A. Dielman 

• 



ED\iARD LEE EIDDL~ON 
b . June 28 , 1897 - 19 



N vi i of Lot ~ ~, Con ., 8 ,. Bay ham 

MIDDLETON PROPERTY 

Sometime prior to 1877 Edward Lee Middleton purchased this 

property from Louis Benner . Edward was married to El eanor Vincent 

and they had ten children . Edward died at the age of 72 . 

~ames A. Middleton , son of Edward Lee continued t o live on 

this property with his wife Cl) Priscilla C . Stilwell (2) Mary Denton .. 

James died in 1932 . 

James had four children , namely Guy Middleton , born 1893 , died 

June 28 , 1977 at the age of 84 . Ella May(~owley) , born 1895 , died 

1970 . Ed\vard Lee Middleton , born J""une 28 , 1897 , and as of May , 1978 , 

is a patient at St Thomas Elgin Hospital . A younger brother , Frank , , 

was born in 1900 and died 1954 . 

Edward and Frank lived on the homestead until Frank ' 's death in 

1954 . Frank was married but Edward never married . They had been drover~ 

( as wel l as general farmers . 

The North Hall Church , built in 1876, was bullt on their propert y 

and in 1934 was removed and the property sold to Earl Greer , since 

the land was on the north side of the Highway #3 and most of their 

farm laid on the south side . 

In 1955 Allen Tait bought the farm . Since it has changed hands 
) 

several times , Bert Haneveer - Victor De Planke - and as of 1978 

is owned by James Chilcott, son of \val t er Chilcott , Corinth . 

There still remains a small piece of land on the north side of 

the Highway, which Edward has a Life Lease on . Tobacco and corn have 

been the chief crops in recent years . 
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COLONEL 
THOMAS TALBOT 

SOLDIER, COLONIZER 
a :founder o:f UPPER CANADA 

Colonel Thomas Talbot - Age 73 
From portrait at 

University of Western Ontario. 



Thomas Talbot was born in 1771 in County 
Dublin, Ireland. Talbot's birthplace, Malahide 

Castle, is 800 years old and still standing. 

Talbot entered the British army in 1782-a few 
weeks before his twelfth birthday, and within six 

months had risen to the rank of Lieutenant. For 

some months he served as an aide to the Marquis 
of Buckingham, the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland. 

Then, in 1790, after Buckingham's resignation 
from this post, Talbot sailed to join his regiment, 

then doing garrison duty in Quebec. He became 

aide to Simcoe, first Lieutenant-Governor of 

Upper Canada. His first glimpse of the new land 

that he eventually settled was in the years 1791-93, 

when he accompanied Governor Simcoe on his 

travels through the newly created province, with 

stops at Kingston , Toronto Bay, Niagara, Long 
Point, Sandwich (now Windsor) and Detroit. 

In 1794, Talbot returned to England to take part 
in active service in the war against the French . 

After the Peace of Amiens, 1802, he sold his com

mission and returned to Canada. 

It remains something of a mystery why Talbot, 
dashing young officer and son of an aristocratic 

family, should choose the rough life of a Cana

dian pioneer. Yet his determination to live such a 

life persisted through lengthy negotiations with 
the government, which at last resulted in his secur

ing a gram of many thousands of acres in Upper 

Canada. The "Talbot Settlement" eventually com

prised parts of 29 townships . 

Talbot as Secretary to Governor Simcoe 
at Toronto Bay, 1792. 

Young Talbot guided by Indians 
down Thames River to Fort Detroit. 

Surveying the Talbot Road 
(now No. 3 Highway) 

Map showing the Talbot Settlement (shaded areas) and Talbot Roads (heavy broken line) . 



Colonel Talbot's house on the shore of Lake Erie, 
Port Talbot, Ontario. 

Sometimes called " the Baron of lake Erie," Talbot 

controlled an area that stretched from Long Point 

to the Detroit River-a distance of 130 miles. He 

ruled for almost fifty years with a power almost as 

absolute as that of his feudal ancestors . 

In order to open up this huge wilderness and 

provide a link between his settlement and other 

areas, Talbot devised a scheme of road-building 

whereby settlers were given grants of land in ex

change for work on the road. The result was the 

Talbot Road, begun in 1809, which eventually 

extended from Fort Erie to Sandwich (Windsor ). 

Provincial Highway 3 today follows much the 

same route. The road was considered the best in 

the province, and by the 1830's regular stage

coach service was available. 

During the War of 1812, he was gazetted a Colonel 

and was present at the Battle of Lundy's Lane. 

When he died in 1853 at the age of 83, he left a 

legacy of well-established farms and homes in 

place of the wilderness to which he had come. He 

is buried on a cliff overlooking Lake Erie. 



BUR\'.fELL PIONEER FAiviiLY 

COLONEL MAh"'LON BUR'.vELL - SURVEYQR and SErTLER of PORT BUR\•/ELL 
Mahlon Burwell was born in 1783 and died in 1846 . His father, 

Adam, and mother, Sarah, moved from New Jersey to Niagara Falls in 
1788 with family namely; Mahlon, Elizabeth, Margaret , Hannah, Agnes, 
Adam Jr., Asher, Lewis & John . 

\'Then John Graves Simcoe toured Upper Canada as its first Lieut
enant-Governoe, his young Aide-de-Camp, Lieutenant Thomas Talbot , 
first met and fell in love with the Ontario 'l.':ilds . On the 21st day 
of May l8o3Talbot landed at the mouth of a small stream "Talbot Creek" 
and settled ·.and called the spot Port Talbot and from it extends Talbot 
Road . One of his first settlers was !1ahlon Bur\.;ell, a United Empire 
Loyalist from New Jersey and settled at Po .. rt Talbot in 1809 . His first 
residence was burned at the burning of the mills in 1813 . He , then, 
built another log house , then in 1824 built a brick home, where he lived 
until his death in 1846 . Mahlon Burwell was a surveyor and was hired by 
Colonel Talbot to survey his new settlements . He was married to Sarah 
Haun(died- 1870, at the age of 81 } He surveyed the Townships of Malahide , 
Bayham , the city of London , the villages of Port Burwell, Vienna and 
others. As the settlement extended eastward from Port Talbot a community 
formed kno\'ln as Kettle Cr eek Village, which in 1824 became known as 
StThomas . In 1837 StThomas had a population of only 700 . 

Mahlon Burwell and a Dr . Elijah E . Duncombe organized the Masonic 
Order in the Talbot Settlement(the date is not known) . Bur\vell became 
the Master of the Order and remained such for several years . He had 
the power to conduct funerals for any member of the Order if no minister 
was available . He was also Justice of the Peace for the settlement. 

Another settlement was surveyed to east known as "Troy" but later 
in 1840 changed to Aylmer with a population of 300 . 

Bayham soon became one of the busiest Tovmships in the Talbot sett 
lement . There were twenty- five saw mills and three grist mills constantly 
working in the area in 1840. The villages of Vie~na and Port Burwell 
developed mainly because of the growing area lumber trade . Port Burwell 
had an English Church thanks to Mahlon Burwell ' 's efforts . The Church of 
Port Bur\vell was built by him and endowed with 600 acres • 

vfuat is now Middlesex County had been surveyed by the end of the 
War of 1812 and early settlers had found their way to the area . Nissouri 
was surveyed in 1818 and families soon located there . London District 
consisted of the Counties of Norfolk,Oxford and Middlesex . Mahlon Burwell 
was appointed to survey the new to\vn of London . The first site contained 
about 240 acres . 

Just south and west of the intersection between the Fingal and Iona 
roads one can still find an old Anglican Church called St . Stephans . In 
the little cemetary beside the church are two horizontal slab-type cement 
gravestones which mark the graves of Colonel Mahlon Burwell and his wif.e . 
Not too far east of the St . Stephen•·s graveyard at the cross - roads called 
"Burwell Corners" Mahlon and Sarah Burwell had built a large brick 
house , part of which was used for many years as the County Registry 
Office . 

Colonel Burwell played an extremely signif'icant role in history . 
Not only surveyin t he Sl"Ge or· Lonaon out.. a l ar._,e t...cac~.. oJ. l:iu.con . 
He o.<.; ~.. ~u as ~lember of Parliament for Oxford-Middl esex for years. He 
was the ~1iddlesex Registrar of Deeds from 1812 until his death in 1846 . 
He was Justice of Peace in the London District acting as its Chairman 
in 1834 , 1837, and 1839 . He was an important school trustee for many 
years at Watson' 's Corners . He , personally, founded Port Burwell and 
dQn1?tt~d 1ands there for a church and ceoetary, was a Colonel in the 
m1 1 1a 1n the War of 1812 . 

87 



( 

2 • . 

He was one of the early exponents of the Welland Canal and later acted 
as a local spokesman in favour of an Upper Canadian railway; personally , 
saw to the preservation of the Southwold earthworks as an historic site _" 
for Canadians. He, personally , accumulated a fortune in acreage 
throughout what is now Southwestern Ontario . Mahlon Burwell was a. 
person of deep conviction and integrity . 

He left six sons . His fourth son, Leonidas , was born in South
wold in 1817but later went to reside at Port Burwell . In 1843 he 
married Miss Wrong, eldest daughter of the late Gilbert Wrong of 
Gravesend . He, also, represented the East Riding of Elgin in Parl ' 't . 
Another son of Mahlon, Edward, lived west of Fingal . 

Edward shared some of the thousands of acres of land acquired by 
his father, Mahlon , for sur~eying for the Gov' t . Instead of paying 
money for surveying a portion of the land was s iven . This inherited 
by the family as well as a block of land purchased in London . 

The family of Colonel Mahlnn Burwell were;· Hercules, Isaac Brock, 
Leonidas, John Walpole , Hannibal and Edward 

Mahlon Burwell died in 1846 at the age of 63 . Few men have done 
more to encourage settlement and growth of their r egion than this 
pioneer surveyor . At a time when men of his technical and administ 
rative ability were scarce, he devoted his life to public service . 
He died highly esteemed by all classes as one of the founders of the 
Lake Erie settlements . 

Upon the death of Colonel Nahlon Burwell his family benefited 
greatly . His third son , Leonidas , received Lot NO . 10 in the first 
Concession of the TowDship of Bayham, . 200 acres and the residue of 
Lots 1 and 12 after deducting the lots laid out in Port Burwell and 
the block of land lying north of the said lots between Strachan and 
Erins Streets , 540 acres, more or less . Land had already been granted 
to the Church of England and a church built at his own expense in 1836 . 

With Leonidas receiving land at Port Burwell the name Burwell 
has come dovm through the generations and at the present (l979) there 
are still many descendents residing in Bayham Tovmship . 

In 1956 William Burwell bought a garage in Corinth from G'erald 
Sherman . This garage was built by Tom and Henry .Anderson around 
1944 . There is a residence within the garage where Willie~ and his 
wife Alice(Genders) reside as of 1979 . 

I 
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William Burwell \'las born west of Otter River on the farm 
O"Wned(L-979) by Wilford Burwell . William was the eldest son of 
the Late Peter Burwell, and Alberta (Davis) Burwell . The brothers 
and sisters of Vlilliam are namely;Bruce , Fred, Charlie, ~!abel , Archie(d) 
Merritt, Walter, Blake, Hazel , Hercules . 

Peter Burwell resided in Bayham Township . His broth ers and 
sisters were namely; Silas, Lavina, Charlie, Merritt(Father of the 
late Donald Burwell married to Margaret Turnbull, Corinth), Fred, 
('Father of Wilford Burwell, RR#l , Eden and Frlildred , Mrs Murray 
Ket chabaw, #3 Highway) , Wilson . Peter was the youJlgest of the family •. 

vlilliam 11S Grandfather ·was Hercules Burwell (b . 1848 , d . 1890 wife 
Ada Norton(d . l912) . His Great Grandfather was Louis I1ahlon Burwell 
wife Leona Williams . (D-t~$~) 
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0\'<'NERS 
RED OAK TRAVEL PARK 

Howard and Violet Jackson - 1970-1979 
Morley and June Shepherd 1979 
Family - Richard , 2~ yrs . , Susan, 21 yrs 

and Joseph, 14 yrs • 

On No . 3 Highway , nine miles west of Tillsonburg Howard and 

Violet Jackson own and operate Red Oak Travel Park and Mobile Home 

Park . Both parks are very modern, situated in a treed area . The 

Travel Park c omprises of a hundred more or less campsites , swimming 

pool , picnic area , club- house , office and store , with Howard and 

Violet ' s private d•·-relling . All this planned and built by Howard . 

This property is situated on t h e north- west corner of Highway 

No . 3 part of the South half of lot 5 , concession 8 of Bayham, Elgin 

County and comprises of approximately 28 acres . This property was 

purchased from Mrs Violet Holbrook . 

In March, 1971, the ground was levelled for house and buildings, 

foundations were poured for store , washrooms and house . A well was 

drilled , 78 ' yielding 1 2 gal . per minute . The house was built in fall 

and moved into Nov . 1971 . The store and washrooms and landscaping 

were completed in 1972 . An illuminated sig.a and some camping sites 

were developed with water and electrical outlets were also made 

available in 1972 . In 1973 a swimming pool was built with all 

facilities . In 1974 seasonal camping was started with full hook- up . qo 
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The recreation hall was built in the fall o£ 75 . The Mobile 

Home area was also developed in 1975 and the first home was occupied 

in Nov . ,l975, and 29 homes are occupied as mf the end of 1978 . 

Howard Jackson was born in Bayham Tovmship in 1915 and married 

Violet Baxter . They have six children , namely Kenneth(l938), Harley 

(1939) , Shirley(l940) , Wayne(l94l), Sharen(l942) and Linda(l946) . 

Hov~ard ' s father was Vfilliam Jackson , who was in the lumber business 

and also grew tobacco . 

Howard is a man of many talents . During the war years 1940 and 

1941 they lived in the village of Corinth and operated a general 

repair shop . He , later , went into lumbering for a few years and also 

grew tobacco for his father on Hickory Hill , Tillsonburg . 

In 1945 he built the Jackson Manufacturing Ltd . , Tillsonburg , 

and operated it until coming to the Travel Park in 1971 . Since then 

the business has continued in his son ' s name , Earley . 

Howard is building a new home (1979) in Tillsonburg where they 

hope to retire in Hickory Hill Subdivision . The Subdivision is the 

former Jackson Tobacco farm where they had once resided . 

The late Charlie Jackson, Corinth , \vas a brother to Howard ' s 

father , the late V/illiam Jackson . 
----~----------------~~ 



AMER- CANA ART GALLERY 

(The former Bayham Public School) 

The gallery , open since August 1977 , houses more than 

paintings . Hr . and !1rs . VanRooy collected paintings, porcelains, 

bronzes , oriental porcelains, ivories, jade, books and prints 

for at least loyears before they opened their gallery. 

Mr . Vanlt6oy calJle t g Canada from Holland in 1950, and 

starting as a farm worker , moved into sales . Mrs . VanRooy , 

ori ginally a hairdress er , has always had an interest in art and 

when she and Mr . VanRooy met , they went to auctions and art shows 

together . What had been a hobby for the couple has become their 

full - time occupation . 

They specialize in art for the investor and collector and 

( have many rare and valuable objects of art in the old North 

Bayham school that houses their gallery . 

Among the rare and valuable pieces in the gallery is a 

pair of Tiffany wall sconces and t~~r wgr~tngdrawings design ~d 

for a prominent American family in the late 19th century, Ming 

statuary , first edition prints by Hogarth , Bartlett , and other 

famous 18th and 19th century artists , all in mint condition , 

drawings by Raphael , delicately tinted Oriental statuary and 

p!Drc elain • 

A treasured item is a page from one of the first printed 

books in the vvorld , the Nuremburg Chronicles, dating back to 

the 15th century . 

Their collection contains between 300 and 400 prints by 

( . 19th century British printer Baxter , the largest collection of 

Baxters in Ontario . They have an extremely rare set of Baxter 

prints entitled "Ascent in :r.Iont Blanc , " valued at about $4 , 000 . 
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Prints by Henry Alkin, 19th century artist famous for his 

sporting scenes, are also in the VanRooy's collection . 

Another rare item is a 9ainting by Cornelius Schut, a 

contemporary of Peter Paul Rubens. There are only four paint

ings by Schut left in the western world and the rest are in 

Leningrad. 

Besides items acquired during their many years o f collect

ing, much of the Dutch art was passed do m through !1r. VanRooy' 's 

family . Since the gallery has opened, word of the gallery has 

reached the art community in Montreal, Quebec City, Los Angeles, 

New York, and Philadelphia, and purchases and sales have been 

made through these connections . 

The VanRooys cater to a discriminating clientele,and they 

exercise some discrimination of their own . 

Amer- Cana Galleries is open vlednesdays from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Friday and Saturday from 11 a .m. to 10 p .m., and Sundays from 

noon to 6 p.m . 



JENKINS - TURNBULL - - KOVARI PROPERTY 

A small farm, first farm south of the village of 

Oorinth on east side, was owned by William Jenkins(~and-

father of Ruby McCurdy) prior to 1918. It passed to the daughter, 

Melissa( Mrs Charles Turnbull). In April 1943 Mr Turnbull 

sold to Mrs Terez Kovari, who lived there alone until her death 

March 24, 1976. 

Mrs Kovari was survived by three nieces and two nephews 

all still in Szuhogy, Hungary . 

Mrs Kovari was born in Hungary March 17, 1894 . 
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!viR . AND HRS . DOUGLAS RABB::--TS C"3LEBRATE GOLDEN Alft·riVERSA.RY 

Mr . and Mrs . Douglas Rabbets of Aylmer, formerly from Corinth , 

celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary on November 11, 1979 . 

The couple were united in marriage in Aylmer by Rev . Waldemar 

\'/ill iams at St • Paul ' 's United Church . 

The couple farmed in l\1alahide Township , near Corinth, for 

forty years before retiring to live in Aylmer . Both were very active 

in the Corinth United Church and Sunday School . Mrs . Rabbets was in 

charge of the Cradle Roll and she was a former President of the 

United Church Women . Mr . Rabbets was Superintendant of the Sunday 

School for 21 years . 

They have retired in Aylmer and are members of St . Paul ' 's 

United Church and are active in the Odd Fellow and Rebekah Lodges in 

Springfield . 

They have three sons; Bev . of St . Mary ' 's , Ted and Paul, both 

of Aylmer . They have nine grandchildren and one great-grandchild . 

In honour of the couple ' s Golden Wedding ... iUlni versary, the 

family held a tea from 2 to 5 p .m. on Sunday, November 11, 1979 

at the Odd Fellow' 's Temple, John St . , North, Aylmer . 



.\ 

DEATH 

of 

ROY DANIEL SPRING 

Roy Daniel Spring, 73, of 89 Moore Ave ., Aylmer, died 

at St . Thomas- Elgin General Hospital on Saturday, Feb ., 16, 1980 . 

Mr . Spring was born in Corinth on Sept ., 13, 1906 . He was the 

son of the late Daniel and 1'1abel(Robertson)' Spring . 

He moved to Aylmer in 1945 . Surviving are his wife , the former 

Roberta Clarke; daughter , Gail, of Aylmer ; brother , Hugh Spring of 

Severn Bridge , Ont ., and s isrer, Ruth Spring, of Bowmanville , . also 

surviving are a number of nieces and nephews . 

The funeral took place Monday Feb ., 18, 1980 from the H .A •. 

Kebbel Funeral Home . Rev . Norman Jones of St . Paul ' s United Church 

officiated . 

Burial was made in Springfield Cemeetery . 

The pallbearers were, Ernest Reid, Clayton Fulkerson, Dick 

Saarloos , Ross Massecar , David Spring and Douglas Clarke . 



CORINTH UNIT ED CHUR::::E IS 0 rE HUNDRED YEARS OLD 

The 150th anniversary of Corinth United Church will be celebrated 

this year with six special events . (1980) 

Bride and Groom Sunday will be held April 20th with guest speaker 

Rev . Cecil Jardine ; a re- dedication service will be held on Mother ' 's 

Day , Ivlay 11 by Rev . Wi lly Ziegler; on Father 1 1S Day , Sunday , cTune 15 

a breakfast ~dll be held with guest speaker ~l en Duff; Homecoming SQ~day 

is J une 22 \vith Rev . John Gould ; an official Anniversary day , Sunday , 

Oct . 12 , with Rev . Passmore is planned and on Wednesday , Dec . 31 , a 

New Year ' 's Eve service \•:ill be held . 

The Corinth United Church was built on property bought from 

J ames Y . Rickwood in 1879 . It wa s built in 1880 by the congregation 

( of The Wesleyn Methodist Church who had worshipped in the Moss Church 

or Benson Chapel f r om 1849 . In 1884 there was Union of Wesleyn Ivlethodist. 



( · .. ,_ . 
·-. _: 

and Episcopal Methodist . At this time the Methodist Episcopal Church 

north of the Hamlet was closed . The Church v.Jas first heated '.d th 

stoves and coal oil lamps were used for lighting . 

The parsonage was built in 1898 . Carbide lighting was installed 

in the parsonage and piped to the Church . About the same time a 

cellar was dug a..'1.d a wood furnace installed. Hydro was installed in 

the l920 ' 's . In 1963 a fellows hip room was built on the back of the 

Church and dedicated "The Gould Hall~~' . In 1978 ne1v windows were 

installed and dedicated . 

The CDrinth Church has been part of several Circuits with other 

Churches in Bro1vnsville , Culloden, Dereham Centre, McDowells(Delmer) 

Worth Bayham , North Hall, Richmond , Summers, Fairview and at present 

with Springfield •. (Copied from Aylmer Expreas) 

• 



Elgin East District Women's Institute held its 83rd annual 
meeting, hosted by Corinth WI, on Tuesday, May 9. Offi
cials who gathered for the event include, front, seated: 
Grace Blewett, district secretary; back, from left: Ann 
Mclean, Elgin West District vice-president; Mary Pressey, 
Corinth WI president; Gladys Egelton, London Area vice-

president; Ilene Chesterman, Oxford South District presi
dent; Hy Van Patter, Elgin East District president; and 
Margaret Armstrong, board director for the local subdivi
sion, Federated Women's Institutes of Ontario. About 45 
women attended the meeting. ~ A 2: ·,A~ 
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Elgin East W .1. 83rd District 
by Marjorie Andrews 

The 83rd Elgin East 
Women's Institute District 
annual, with the theme 
"Communicate" was hosted 
by the Corinth Women's 
Institute at Reorganized 
Church of Latter Day Saints, 
Corinth, on May 9. 

The 45 W.I. members as
sembled were welcomed by 
the District President, Betty 
Van Patter, and by the presi
dent of the Corinth W.I., 
Mary Pressey. 

The Institute Ode was 
- sung with Jean Phoenix at 

the piano, and the Mary 
Stewart Collect was repeated 
in unison . 

A memorial service for 
W.l. members lost in the last 
~~~~g--~wn·~~ h 

Sylvia Cerna of Calton W.l. 
Mrs. Cerna paid tribute to 

those departed members who 
gave so generously of th_>ir 
time, and read the poem 
' 'Please don't sing s,id songs 
for us." _ ,.,. 

The service was closed 
with the hymn "Abide With 
Me". 

The president, Betty Van 
Patter, in her address on the 
theme "Communicat6", 
urged all W.l. members to 
resolve to improve commu
nication at all levels of the 
W.l. and in the community. 

A smile has no language 
barrier and is a great way to 
communicate. 

Another Elgin Farm Tour 
is being arranged for October 
1. Mrs. Van Patter and Ruth 
Bosma are the two W.l. 
members on this committee. 

Mrs. Van Patter urged 
each one to communicate 
with someone other than a 
W.l. member about some
thing learned at this district 
annual meeting, and con
cluded with words of appre
ciation to her executive. 

Margaret Armstrong, 
F.W.I.O. Board Director for 
Subdivision 22, reported the 
recent meeting at Crieff 
Hills. 

Peggy Knaap has been re
elected Canadian vice-presi
dent. 

A "Let ' s Sing" break with 
Jean Phoenix at piano was 
enjoyed. 

Madeline Jenkins spoke 
on resolutions , mentioning in 
particular her opposition to 
new court-ruling allowing 
intoxication as an excuse for 
serious crime, and new laws 
for seniors' health care. 

Brief reports were given 
by Alma Penhale, District 
Program co-ordinator, on the 
year's programs for each 

Shirley Bechard spoke of 
her second love - farm 
safety. 

There will be another farm 
safety camp on July 5 at 
Lyons Fire Hall for children. 

The cost, $5.00, includes 
lunch, instruction and T
shirt. 

In 1994 in Ontario, there 
were 24 farm-accident fatali
ties, six under 16-years-old -
too many! 

P.R.O. Marjorie Andrews 
paid tribute to each branch 
and regretted the disbanding 
of Eden Branch, members of 
which have given so gener
ously their volunteer hours. 

By 1994 Eden had made a 
total of 800 children's quilts 
and over 500 finger puppets. 

Each W.I. member is 
asked to record volunteer 
hours for 4-H, agricultural 
projects, nursing homes and 
health, history and museums, 
leadership courses, local 
fairs , education and schools. 

Are W.I. members too 
modest? Let us not forget 
that every W.I. member is a 
P.R.O. 

A welcome tea break Armstrong. 
hosted by the Corinth W.l. Past President - Madeleine 
was thoroughly enjoyed. Jenkins; President - Betty 

Valerie Clark, OMAFRA, Van Patter; Vice-President 
urged strengthening and Pauline Lindsay; Secretary -
reaching out in our rural Grace Blewett; Treasurer -
communities. "The well-be- Bernice Taylor; Public Rela
ing of rural Ontario benefits · tions Officer - Marjorie An
all of Ontario and the future drews; Program Co-ordinator 
hinges on rural people," said - Alma Penhale; Resolutions 
Ms. Clark. "Commitment to - Madeline Jenkins; 
our communities, the rural Tweedsmuir History Curator 
way of life, and the land is _ Evelyn Hoshal; Represen
important. " tative to Pioneer Museum -

Examples of W.l. ' s strong Marion McKenzie; Elgin 
history of working with oth- Farm Safety Representative -
ers " for home & country" are Shirley Bechard; Auditors -
pasteurization of milk, 4-H, Joanne Ericson and Donna 
wrapped bread, white lines Penhale; Nominating 
on highways, flashing lights Committee - Isabel Martin 
on school buses, listing in-
gredients. and Sylvia Cerna; Scholar-

Tweedsmuir histories cur- ship Committee - Betty Van 
rent iss ues facing our com- • M:mreleine Jenkins 
munities are vandalism, vio- and Grace Blewett. 
lence, street kids, battered Courtesies for the after
women, farm safety, dis- noon were given by Faith 
carded tires, gun control and McLorn of Sparta Sorosis. 
the protection of the envi- Mrs. McLorn also invited 
ronment. the district to hold its annual 

The convenor of the at Sparta in 1996. 
nominating committee, Isabel The meeting closed with 
Martin, read the list of offi- the singing of the "Hymn of 
cers for district for the com- All Nations" and "0 Can-
ing year. 

The election and installa
tion of the following officers 
was directed by Margaret 

ada". 
Fall Board Meeting will 

be held on September 25 at 
1:30 p.m. Terrace Lodge. 
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