
$20,000 a "weak figure" Fisherman assessing damage after losing nets in storm ' ^ 
PORT STANLEY (Staff) -Commercial fishermen here are still assessing the damage to their nets caused by a storm two weeks ago, Jack Vary, president of the Elgin Fishermen's 4§§2CiatioH='saSt'y^erday. One estimate of $20,000 damage to the fleet of about eight boats is "a real weak figure," Mr. Vary said, adding the nets are not msured. 
"We don't know yet because we're still gathering them up, maybe $10 a net. We had 2,000 

nets in the water and we haven't got them all out," he said. The damage occurred April 6 when waves reached a height of 15 to 18 feet, he said, and winds of up to 50 knots an hour were reported on the lake. The same day the Canadian freighter Labradoc listed and almost sank in Lake Erie. 
The nets, which stand on the bottom of the lake, were torn by debris stirred up by the turbulent conditions on the surface, he said. 

In some cases buoys which mark the nets on the surface were sunk and fishermen have had to drag with a grapple to find their nets. 
Each net is 60 feet long and four feet high, he said. Several cork floats and lead weights on each net allow them to stand upright on the bottom. Early in the season, when the water is cold, the fishermen can set up eight to 10 days supply in the lake, in Mr. Vary's case about 2,000 nets, and retrieve 

them at a rate of about 150 nets a day, he said. The nets must be lifted at greater frequencies as the water warms up, or the fish will die. At the height of the season the fishermen may set their nets in the morning and lift them in the afternoon. "We usually get a blow early, sometime in March or early April, but this is the worst blow I've ever seen," he said, and that includes Hurricane Hazel in 1954. "It didn't do as much damage as this one did," said Mr. Vary. The nets were not damaged beyond repair. In most cases the webbing must be repaired, or in some cases replaced. "Pretty v/ell everybody is cleaned up now. The odd one has got some out," he said. In the meantime, most of the fishermen have set new nets. "We're not like farmers," Mr. Vary noted. "We don't run for help right away. If something like this happened to them the first thing they'd do is run to the govemmenf for a subsidy." 


