
Erie fishermen worried 
by chemical^v^^ings f 

PORT STANLEY - I^ke 
Erie commercial fishermen 
expressed concern this week 
over the possible effects of 
PCB contamination on their 
industry. Although Lake Erie 
fish have been given a clean 
bill of health to date, news of 
dangerous concentrations of 
the chemical in Lake Ontario 
coho salmon may affect sales 
of perch and smelt which ac
count for most of the annual $7-
mijjion catch on Lake Erie. 

At a meeting of the Elgin 
F i shermen ' s AssociatioTTlT 
Port Stanley, producers dis
cussed how they might protect 
themselves in case the pollu
tant is found in these waters. 

Polychlorinated Biphenal is a 
chemical product that was 
used widely in plastics, paper 
and other industries until its 
potential danger to humans 
was discovered several years 
ago. 

Since that time its use has 
been restr ic ted to closed 
systems such as electrical 
transformers where leakage 
into the environment can b^ 
prevented. , 

PCB readings have not de
clined appreciably since that 
time and tests revealing niore 
than five parts per million, a 
level thought by the U.S. 
f^overnment to be dangerous, 
in I.ake Ontario coho prompted 
the government to issue 
warnings to anyone eating 
-those fish. 

Fishermen at the meeting 
pointed out that similar tests 
and publicity were not made on 
beef and other meats meant for 
human consumption although 
Michigan authorities had found 
unsalte levels in beef marketed 
in that state. 

No immediate strategy was 
developed to deal with the 
situation but the 15 members 
present represent ing pro
ducers from as far west as 
Erieau and as far east as Port 
Dover expressed concern 
about how mercury pollution 
had affected the livelihoods of 
Lake St. Clair fishermen as 
well as fishermen in Michigan 

and Wisconsin. To date Great 
Lakes fishermen have not re
ceived compensation for the 
loss of income brought about 
by industrial pollution. 

Since Lake Erie perch, smelt 
and bass are smaller and les^ 
fatty than coho, they are less 
suscpetible to the concenra-
tions of PCB found in I^ake 
Ontario fish. For this reason 
the association adopted a wait-
and-see policy but made it 
clear that they would not sit 
idly by while their livelihood 
was destroyed should the 
contaminant become evident in 

^jje fish they harvest. 


