
Stocking with salmon dan^rous 
may deplete fish, say fishernle^ 

PORT STANLEY - Increas
ing the percentage of undersiz
ed fish allowed in a catch and 
discussion of possible problems 
arising from stocking Lake 
Erie with salmon dominated a 
recent mpptinfj of the Elg in 
fishprmpn'g AggQpj^fJnn 

Jack Vary, president of the 
local group, who attended re
cent meetings in Toronto with 
Natural Resources Minister 
Frank Miller and representa
tives of the ministry of natural 
resources, outlined the discus

sions that had been carried out. 
• He told the association that 
concern had been expressed 
over American pleasure char
ter boats bringing over fishing 
parties who catch more than 
their quota of pickerel and 
other local fish at the lake's 
west end. 
SEE NEW RULING 

The fishermen were also 
hopeful of getting a revised 
ruling on the netting of fish 
under the present eight-inch 
size limit. At the present time 

the tugs are allowed to bring in 
catchps-wdiich include not more 
than 10 per cent in undersized 
fish. The hoped-for revision 
would allow 20 per cent of the 
catch to be under the limit dur
ing the months of June and 
July. 

Essex County fishermen who 
fish for white bass in their area 
are petitioning for permission 
to do "can-fishing" until July 
15. The present cut-off date for 
can fishing is now July 1. 

Although the subject was not 

on the formal agenda, at the 
close of the Toronto discussions, 
Mr. Vary said fishermen ex
pressed dissatisfaction that 
planting of cohoe salmon, and 
other salmonoids such as 
trout, that is taking place on 
the American side of the lake. 

They pointed out to the On
tario ministry that if a cohoe 
sahiion is netted in Canadian 
waters it is of no value com
mercially since there is a ban 
on its sale locally. 

The ban has not been lifted 
yet because the big fish are 
subject to PCB and mercury 
contamination and it is felt fur
ther testing is needed to prove 
them suitable for consumption. 
FEED ON OTHERS 

At the same time, fishermen 
think that the big fish feed on 
and destroy the perch, pickerel 
and smelt population of the 
lake. 

Associations of fishermen 
along the north shore think that 
eventually the federal govern
ment will be asked to take the 
matter up with American offi
cials because the lake is divid
ed by the international boun
dary. 

Mr. Vary spoke of the good 
co-operation of Mr. Miller, and 
other representatives of his 
ministry. It is planned to have 
several of such informal meet
ings a year to iron out prob
lems of mutual concern to both 
the government representa
tives and the large number of 
fishermen engaged in this im
portant industry on the lakes. 


