
Elgin County's Contributio 
By PATRICK F. SMITH 

One hundred years ago this 
Centennial Year in Milan, Italy, 
a petite French-Canadian gir l , 
MaWe Louise LaJeunesse, made 
the first significant Canadian 
contribution to the world of mu
sic and in particular, to the 
world of Grand Opera. For it 
was then, that Marie LaJeun
esse, ijorn 1847 at Chambly, Que
bec, began her study under the 
famed Italian Maestro, Lam-
perti, in preparation for her op
eratic debut three years later 
at Messina, Italy, in "La Son-
nambula." 

Her intriguing soprano voice 
was an immediate success and 
Marie, who assumed the stage 
name Emma Albani, went on to 
score triumph after triumph 
singing in the Pergola Opera 
House at Florence, the Italian 
Opera at Paris and from 1880 
to 1896 as a member of the 
famed Covent Garden Opera, 
London. She distinguished her
self singing lead roles in Don 
Giovanni, Lucia, Faust, Hugue
nots, Traviata, Rigoletto and 
many other operas. 

Of her role as "Gilda" in 
^igaletto at the Metropolitan 
>pera, December 233, 1891, crit-
c Henry Krehbiel of the New 
•̂ 'ork Tribune ui part had this 
o say; 

"The Canadian, Mme Al
bani, is an artist who always 
commands respect for the in
telligence of her efforts . . , 
the delight that she gives 
omes from a recognition of 
>er artistic knowledge and de-
otion to music." 
Although Emma Albani did 
•t hail from Elgin County, she 
rved as a musical beacon to 
iture Canadian aspirants to 
me especially in opera. Among 
ose Canadians mc-t notewor-
y to follov in her footsteps 
ire Charles Boehmer, Edward 
jnsome, Mme Pauline Donal-
, Edmund Burke, Rodolphe 
amondon, Kathleen Howard, 
me Beatrice Tssaurel, Mary 
ope Morgan, Mme Marie Ed-
la, Jeanne Gordon, Eva Gau-
ier and more recently the 
imes of Edward Johnson, Ed-
iard Albion - Meek, Wilfred 
elletier, luby Mercer, George 

Jarrie, George London, Raoul 
•'obin, Jacques Gerard, Jon Vic-
cHTS, • Gtedys Kriese,- -Tei-esa 
Jtratus, Jan Rubes and Louis 
Juilicot who aU have made op
eratic headlines around the 
world and interesting accounts 
could be written about each one 
of their careers. 

I t should be noted that Emma 
Albani developed a very close 
friendship with Queen Victoria 
and sa i^ many recitals at Wind
sor Castle with the noted, bari
tone, Cyril Dwight - Edwards, 
who later came to open a music 
studio at London, Ontario, and 
who guided the vocal endeavors 

Edouard Albion-Meei< and director of the 
Wash ington Nat iona l Opera. 

home and develop an art and 
cultural centre. 

Mr. Meek built a new Colonial 
Gothic thirteen room home with 
landscaped gardens picturesque 
d:ive-way and lawns. The new 
"Hillside" blossomed, an en-
cnanting and gracious spot for 
the new hostess to entertain as 
her mother had done before her. 
Into this perfect cultural and 
social enviroment, ' Harold 
(Edouard) was born. When he 
was only four years old his mo
ther and father purchased a 
Nordheimer Cabinet Grand pi 
ano and his sister ,was sent to 
Helmuth College at London, 
Ontario, to study with the great 
concert pianist Thomas Martin, 
gold medalist at Leipsig Conser
vatory who had played before 
Franz Listz. 
EARLY CAREER 

Thus the flame of art began 
to flicker again in the Talbot 
Settlement. When Harold 
(Edouard) was seven he be
gan his studies on the piano, 
while cousin Emily Burwell was 
mastering the art of oil paint
ing, cousin Charles Meek was 
writing poetry, uncle Henry 
Meek was on the concert and 
dramatic stage and his mother 
was giving classical readings 
every Sunday afternoon, l i e fin
ished his Public School educa
tion when he was eleven and 
v'ent on to graduate from the 
St. T h o m a s Collegiate I n 
stitute. He became bugler for 
the Cadets and for the 25th Reg-

I iment. H a r r y Hindmarsh^ 
(publisher of the Toronto Star), 

. I was the Bugle Sergeant-Major 
I land they soon became close 
i friends. 

I Although our young artist was 
• I thrilled by the piano and bugle 

'a more wonderful event was in 
store which would capture his 
fire and enthusiasm. He was 
now s i n g i n g in the Christ 

I Church Choir of Port Stanley 
I and becoming interested in the 
j great baritone notes he could 
I hurl out from his own "Lo 
jStrumento" without the aid of 
a bugle. The great baritone Cy
r i l Dwight - Edwards was ar
riving from London, England, 
to open a studio at London, On-
trr io , — a friend of the great 
C madian Diva Albani and hav-

? the patronage of King Ed-
i r d mr~~~^ 
{The Christ Church G u i l d 

e.<gaged Dwight - Edwards to 
sing a concert in the old Port-
Stanley T o w n Hall and young 
Harold attended and stood 
transfixed thrilling with emotion 
from head to toe. It was not 
long after that h e T a d earned 
tuition to begin studies with the 
famous baritone and he made 
such .splendid progress and 
showed such determination, that 
when he was ready for ad
vanced study in E u r o p e his 
mother presented him with a 



of many singers from Elgin and 
surrounding areas. Our concern 
at this time is for the organiz
ations and personalities of St. 
Thomas and district, who fol
lowed the beacon of Albani, dis
tinguishing themselves in op
era and vocal music, thereby 
making a unique contribution 
to good music from our area. 

First, let us consider a con
temporary c' the aforemention
ed Edward Johnson, that jovial 
operatic virtuoso and general 
manager of the New York Met
ropolitan Opera for fifteen 
years, who came from Guelph, 
Ontario. 

Much has been written and 
told about Dr. Johnson, but of 
his contemporary, Edouard A l 
bion-Meek, baritone and Impres-
sario from Port Stanley, Ontar
io, little is known, yet his car
eer is just as noteworthy when 
considering Canada's contribu
tion to the world of opera. 
EDOUAID ALBION-MEEK 
BANTTONE. mPOESSARIO 

Edouard Albion-Meek, (Har-
d d Meek), is a sdon of the or
iginal Taliwt Settlement of E l 
gin County. Both Ms great
grandfathers were close associ
ates of Col. Thomas Talbot and 
received large grants of land 

Gertrude Huntley Green, eminent pianist and accom
panist for renowned artists. 

Jeanne Gordon, a mog-
nificent mezzo-soprano. 

from him. They were both pi 
oneers and engineered the clear
ing of thousands of acres of 
virgin forest ready for cultiva
tion and the building of roads. 
Great - grandfather John Bar
ber arrived from Pennsylvania 
with his bride on their wedding 
trip to join Talbot's little band 
of settlers in 1808. Col. Talbot 
assigned him a fine holding of 
Crown lands north-east of Port 
Talbot and in 1809 he built an 
elaborate residence, the f i r s t 
brick dwelling in the commun
ity. Great-grandfather James 
Meek was from Ballymena in 
the north of Ireland and because 
of his friendship with Talbot 
was allowed to purchase 1,500 
acres of land just west of Port 
Stanley, He was an architect 
and builder of houses, barns 
and mills, as well as an engineer 
of dams and water power. He 
cleared a large tract of land, 
erected a large two storey home 
with the assistance of fifty I n 
dians from the Mimcey and 
Oneida Reservations, built a 
dam, mil l and barn, then sent 
to Ireland for his family in 1819. 
There were seven children in 
the family and the house and 
lands became an ancestoral 
home for several generations. 

Edouard Albion-Meek's mater
nal grandmother was Izant Par
sons from Shepton - Mallet, 
England, highly educated having 
finished her schooling at Par
is, France. She had unusual 
social connections being a cou
sin of the great English land 
baron General Sampson and 
having among her intimate 
friends Sir Charles Clarke of 
the foreign service in India. 
Her social circle included Col. 
Talbot's nephew and niece. Col
onel Richard and Mrs. Airey, 
later to become Lord and Lady 
Airey. 

Col. Talbot was most anxious 
to bring into his colony as 
many p e o p l e as possible 
of social and cultural back
ground to lead in the life 
of the new settlement. She mar
ried Donaldson Barber, John 
Barber's youngest son and they 
bad one daughter, Faimy Jane 

who grew to become a very viv
acious and brilliant lady with 
a great love for music and 
things beautiful. Fanny J a n e 
took her A.B. (artium baccal-
aureus) and soon began a teach
ing career at the Brayne School 
on the edge of the Meek Es
tate. Here she met Thomas 
Meek, grandson of James Meek, 
who had graduated from the 
London, Ontario Commercial 
College and had started a busi
ness career in Chicago. They 
were married and with both the 
Barber and the Meek Estates 
hanging in the balance they de
cided to unite the two Estates, 
rejuvenate the Meek ancestoral 

George Carrie, a noted tenor and choral director. 



in to the World 

The cast of " M i g n o n " in the French Opera Season, Wash ington Not iona l Opera, 
f rom le f t to r ight , Roi l in Pease, boss; Maur i ce Capitaine, Tenor and Lyric envoy 
of France; Dorothy Speare, soprano; Edouard A lb ion Meek , d i rector ; Louella 

Mel ius , coloratura soprano, and A lber to B imbonu, conductor. 

ard Albion-Meek returned to the 
United States and became the 
assistant artist with renowned 
Mme. Luisa Tetrazzini and ac
companied her on her famous 
transcontinental t o u r w*ich 
played in over fifty centres 
across the country. When the 
tour was completed, he joined 
the Canadian National Opera 
Company at Montreal as lead
ing baritone and made an aus
picious debut as "The Herald" 
in Lohengrin with the wOrld 
famous tenor Leo Slezak. 

The Montreal Star said; 
"He has a glorious voice, 
the intelligence to use i f 
wisely, enthusiasm, sound 
artistic taste and the imag
inative vision of the poet." 

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS 
T i Canada - wide concert tour 

began in 1916 at Windsor Hall , 
MoMreal, during which time re
ceptions were given in his hon
or by Sir Wilfred Laurier and 
other notables. I t was at this 
time that discussions were un
der way in the capital about 
the building of a National Opera 
House in Ottawa, but Edouard 
Albion - Meek had to return to 
the United States to achieve 
his greatest personal triumph, 
the founding of a National Op
era Company at Washington, 
D. C, This company with A l 
bion - Meek as general direc
tor and his wife Peggy as as
sistant director, presented an 

In the course of his career 
Albion - Meek is credited with 
giving several great talents their 
start in opera including P a u l 
Allthouse and John Charles 
Thomas. He was always willing 
to assist a fellow Canadian and 
Edward Johnson, Jeanne G o r 
don, Marjorie Candee a n d 
Bertha Crawford all sang with 
his opera company. The present 
National Symphony Orchestra of 
Washington is an outgrowth of 
his National Opera Orchestra. 
During the 1930's the depression, 
and the prospects of World 
War I I halted his plans to build 
a National Opera Houjse at 
Washington, so he and his wife 
Peggy toured the United States 
and Canada g i v i n g concerts 
teaching and opening music stu
dios at Philadelphia, Atlanta and 
C h i c a g o . P e g g y K e c k aita -a 
gifted personality and became 
a close friend of the Italian 
educator Mme. Montessori. She 
often demonstrated the Montes
sori Technique at Teachers' Col
leges and conducted daily radio 
programs for kindergarten chil
dren. She inaugurated the first 
"Children's Hour" on radio sta
tion WRC Washington with M i l 
ton Cross, now the celebrated 
opera commentator and writer 
as her announcer. 

In 1939 the Meeks returned to 
St. Thomas and Edouard s o o n 
found himself busy giving con
certs and teaching v o i c e . At 
Alma College he directed t h e 
•\T«+^^ 1 n « 4. Cft« ; .^™ 

I n recent years, Edouard 
Albion - Meek, who still re
sides at Port Stanley, en

gages himself in teaching 
and writing, carrying on in the 
tripdition of his forefathers. He 
is always interested in encour
aging Canadian talent especially 
from the St. Thomas area and 
hopes to see the day when Can
ada has its own National Opera 
House worthy of the great Can
adian talents who in the past 
have had to gain fame abroad. 

AN OUTSTANDING SOPRANO 
Although Wallaceburg, On

tario, was the birthplace of Can
adian mezzo - soprano Jeanne 
Gordon she did live in Blen
heim, Ontario, and spent some 
time in the vicinity of Rodney, 
in West Elgin County. The Gor-
d o i i s a i u u i f g liife very tirst 
settlers to the south - western 
Ontario area and her father was 
a member of the Canadian Par
liament for eighteen years. Born 
in 1893 she was always deeply 
interested, in music and at an 
early age sang in the local 
church choir. Sometimes her 
father would take her to Blen
heim, Chatham, or St. Thomas 
to sing in a Christmas Concert 
or church recital and it was not 
long before her teachers at 
schpol noticed her vocal talents. 

After Public School i t was de
cided that she would receive 
vocal training in a larger com-
miunity and so she moved to 

Opera 
he often invited her t» sing to 
him in his music room at tea 
time. She referred to herself 
as a "war prima donna" be
cause the height of her career 
came just at the close of the 
first great war and during the 
depression times of the 'twen
ties,' but prima donna she was, 
and she established herself as 
one of Canada's, and for that 
matter the world's outstanding 
mezzo-sopranos. Jeanne Gor
don made few recordings of 
her voice, but if you are fortun
ate enough to be able to obtain 
one of these early discs, the 
fine quality of her voice may 
again be ejqperienced, 
CHOIR DIRECTOR AND 
TENOR 

The distinguished Canadian 
George Carrie was born at St. 
Thomas, Ontario in 1871. Like 
Jeanne Gordon and Edouard A l 
bion-Meek he too received his 
imtial voice training singing in 
local church choirs and per-
fomaing in musical recitals. Af
ter graduation from high school 
he decided to pursue his singing 
career in New York where op
portunities were more prevalent 
and the chances to study under 
famous artists were better. He 
first sang i i . the more promin
ent New York and Brooklyn 
church cihoffs developing poise 
and voice control and soon was 
invited to give concerts and 
oratorios in the United States 
and Canada which eventually 
lead to operatic performances 
at some of the most famous 
centres of Elurope including the 
Paris Opera and Covent Garden 
of London, England. 

Afta: several years of success
ful engagements in Europe, 
George Carrie returned to his 
home town, St. Thomas, and 
was invited to head the vocal 
department at Alma Colege. I t 
was while at this position that 
he organized and conducted the 
famed Mendelssohn Choir which 
presented major choral and or-
atorial works for many seasons 
throughout the area. He entered 
and conducted his choir in a 
Festival Competition in Massey 
Hall, Toronto, during tiie 1922-
1923 season and won first prize. 
Plunket Green and Sir Gran
ville Bantock were the adju-

it was the first time he had 
heard such a chorus sing a per
fect pianissimo — beautiful and 
soft —• emerging even from the 
keyhole of the concert hall. 
. His choir mcluded many of 

the fine soloists of Elgin County, 
among them the noted and pop
ular tenor James Medlyn. Mr. 
Medlyn had studied with George 
Carrie and his brother William 
took over and conducted the 
Mendelssohn Choir when Mr. 
Carrie died. I t is interesting to 
note that Mr, Medlyn's daugh
ter was the accompanist for 
Edouard Albion-Meek upon his 
return to the musical scenes 
of Port Stanley and St. Thom-



s i s i a i i i . u u C L i u i , p i c o c u i c u o x i 
annual season of opera from 
1918 ^ 1928 with individual per
formances up until 1936. I t con
sisted of a 100 voice chorus, an 
orchestra of 65 musicians and 
24 ballet dancers and featured 
distinguished opera artists from 
around the world. Among the 
patrons of his company were 
the Secretary of the U.S. Trea
sury Andrew Mellon, President 
and Mrs. CooUdge, Mrs. Her
bert Hoover, Miss Margaret 
Woodrow Wilson, General of the 
Army John J . Pershing, Mrs. 
Marshall Field i n d many other 
famous personages. 

The company prospered and 
proved to be extremely popular 
in the Nation's Capital. T h e 
highlight of the history of the 
company was the grand open
ing of Washington's Auditorium. 
This huge amphitheatre seated 
over 6,000 persons and Edouard 
Albion - Meek decided to open 
it with a Gala Performance of 
the Opera Faust, at which pre
sident Calvin Coolidge w a s 
honored guest. He realized 
the musical "eyes of the na
tion" would be focused on this 
opening performance and he 
did not disappoint the public. 
He contracted the world fam
ous Russian singer Chaliapine 
as guest artiS't and over 3,000 
opera goers had to be turned 
away from this event. The I n 
ternational Grand Opera Fes
tival with the co-operation of 
five leading musical nations 
climaxed the history of the 
Washington National Opera. I t 
is to Edouard Albion - Meek's 
credit that these countries sent 
their most accomplished sing
ers their "Lyric Envoys" to 
participate in the Festival, and 
he was instrumental in organ
izing the Foreign Ambassadors 
of the nations taking part, by 
forming a special committee 
to promote the F e s t i v a l . 
From I t a l y c a m e Pasquale 
Amato s i n g i n g in "Tosca"; 
England sent Tudor Davies to 
perform in "Hugh the Drover"; 
Germany, Heinrich Knote in 
"Tristan and Isolde"; France, 
Maurice Capitaine in "Lakme" ; 
and from the United States, 
Frances Peralta in "Light of 
St. Agnes". The Festival was 
a smashing success. 

National Opera Concert Series 
presenting outstanding concert 
and opera personalities Eliza
beth Marshall Mauney and the 
Swedish star Elsa Ahonen. As 
late as 1951 he appeared in eon-
cert at the Williams Memorial 
Auditorium, London, Ontario, 
with the talented Mary Louise 
Stockard. Truly a magnificent 
voice, under perfect control. The 
applause was great. 

In a previous concert present
ed for Edouard Albion - M«ek 
at the Grand Opera House at 
London, Ontario, by Mrs. Jack 
Car'ing, 'Fan Fan" (Grace 
Blackburn) of the London Free 
Press wrote: " I have not heard 
an artist for many a year who 
has such a possession of the 
tone. A baritone of such quality, 
sweetness ' and range is only 
found once in a decade." 

For upwards of 40 years the 
musical genius of Southern On
tario in the person of two workl 
famous impresarios, Edouard 
Albion - Meek of the Talbot 
Settlement and Edward J o h n-
son of Guelph, Ontario, touched 
by the .flame of art of Florence, 
Italy, through the grand tutelage 
of Maestro Vincenzo Lombard!, 
teacher of Enrico Caruso, flood
ed forth to enrich the opera 
world with the masterpieces of 
Verdi, Wagner, Bizet, Gounod, 
Puccini and many other great 
composers. The repertoires in
cluded over 40 operas f r o m 

P i r a t e s of Penzance"', I 
Faust". " C a r m e n " . "Aida", 
'Rigoletto" to 'Die Walkure": 

and 'Tristan and Isolde'. Ed-| 
ouard Albion - Meek for nine
teen years in the Capital of the 
United States founding and di
recting The Washington Nation
al Opera and Edward Johnson 
in New York the following 15 
years giving inspired leader
ship to The Metropolitan Opera. 
This does not include t h i r many 
years as concert and operatic 
artists appearing at La Scala, 
Milan, La Costanza in Rome, 
His Majesty's Theatre in Mont
real, the Royal Alexandra in 
Toronto and at the Chicago and 
Metropolitan Operas, or their 
Transcontinental T o u r s with 
Mme Tetrazzini, Festival ap
pearances with Mme. Nordica 
and countless recitals. 

Toronto and attended the Royal 
Conservatory of Music receiving 
her A, T. C. M . at the age of 
16. As Jeanne (Gordon much lat
er recalled, she often wanted to 
quit the rigors of becoming an 
opera singer, but her father who 
was a fine tenor in his own 
right, insisted that Jean perse
vere and he trained her in the 
Masses of Mozart, Schubert and 
Hayden. 

In 1917 Miss Gordon journey
ed to New York like many of 
the young Canadian singers both 
before and after her and began 
concert singing at the Railto and 
other downtown theatres. At this 
time her repertoire consisted 
chiefly of semi - classical and 
popular musical selections, but 
she was still studying the opera 
— her first love. The following 
year she made her operatic de
but with the Oeatore Opera 
Company at the Brooklyn Aca-
de2B,J^-«f-M41^a<^ and o i i o j v . « . i lat 
er was given a three - year con
tract with the New York Metro
politan Opera Company. Jeanne 
Gordon went on to sing 16 
roles with this distinguished 
company untH 1928. Among the 
favorite's of the capacity audi
ences that would crowd the 
Met to hear her were 'Azucene" 
in I I Trovatore; "Amneris" in 
Aida; 'Suzuki" in Mm. Butter
f ly; ' Lefa" in Cavalleria Rusti-
caqa^nd "Brangaene" ui Tris-
t»r$ and Isolde. Ranking high 
among her many operatic 
achievements were three guest 
appearances with the Washing
ton National Opera Company un
der the Direction of Edouard Al
bion - Meek; March 3, 1924 as 
'Amneris", December 6,1927 as 

"Carmen" and December 10, 
1927 as ' Amneris". 

While still performing at the 
Metropolitan in 1923 she wrote 
an interesting article for her 
hometown newspaper the Wal
laceburg News entitled " M y 
Operatic Adventures." In i t she 
relates some of her experiences 
in the world of grand opra. One 
excerpt relates to the singing 
period in Ottawa during her 
early girlhood. Sir Wilfred Laur
ier had taken a special fancy 
to young Jeanne, describing her 
voice as one of the most beau
tiful he had ever heard, and 

as. 
George Came's concert rep

ertoire was extensive and al
ways inspiring and i t was un
common if he were not called 
upon to sing several encores. I t 
was in the middle of one of 
his concerts given for the Can
adian Legion on Remembrance 
Day, March 8, 1936. at the Cap
ital Theatre. vSt. Thomas, that 
he collapsed and died of a 
heart seizure. Ironically, he had 
just sung "There Is No Death." 
ACCOMPLISHED VIRTUOSO 

St. Thomas' Gertrude Huntley 
Green, (now Gertrude Durand), 
also followed the beacon of Em
ma Albani and gained world 
wide fame not as a singer, but 
as a piano and violin virtuoso 
and accompanist to many op
era singers. She tO" obtained her 
early training at the London, 
Ontario Conservatory and went 
on to becomp t>w JP^roi^'ixr "f music lor Aima (Jollege. Many,^ 
a time. Miss Green performed 
with opera singers George Car
rie and Edouard Albion-Meek 
giving concerts at Port Stanley's 
Town Hall, at the Alma Col
lege Amphitheatre or in near
by London and other locaU-
ties in and around Elgm Coun
ty. 

Realizing that greater exper
iences were awaiting her in 
Europe she set sail for Paris 
and studied violin with the fa
mous Paul Viardot, the son of 
Mme. Pauline Viardot who sang 
at Chopin's funeral. She also 
studied with Victor Stoub and 
the great Moszkowski. (Jertrude 
Green recalls that those days 
were filled wit i i memorable 
musical experiences such as the 
time when the renowned Rus
sian Opera Company came to 
Paris with the indubitable Feo-
dor Chaliapin singing and Nik-
isch conducting and she was 
asked to accompany .several of 
the great performers in reci
tals around the city. She also 
played the accompaniment for 
Marguerita Sylva in many of 
her recitals throughout Europe 
the avows that Miss Sylva was 
the neatest "Carmen" she has 
ever heard. Miss Sylva was 
guest artist with Edouard A l -

Tum to CONTRIBUTION. 
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Elgin's Cont^ribution to Opera 
(Continued from Page 1, Section 2) 

These pnotographs appeared in a Washington newspaper in January, 1928, captioned as fol lows; Ar rang ing 
for the Washington Opera Company's internat ional fest ival of grand opera, Feb. 13 to 25, in which the opera
tic stars of Europe wi l l sing as guest art ists, le f t to r igh t , Eduoard A lb ion , manager of the Wash ington Opera, 
end four ombossodors on the sponsor's committee. Sir Esme Howard, of Great Br i ta in ; Baron de Mar t i no , of 

I taly; Prince de Ligne, of Belgium and M. Paul Cloudel , of France. 

bion-Meek's Opera Company on 
several occasions. 

Closer to home, Gertrude 
Green happily remembers the 
recital she gave at the Granada 
Theatre St. Thomas, March 18, 
1B46, to an enthusiastic audi
ence, in aid of the erection of 
the new chapel at Alma Col
lege. She was asked to play 
several encores and wil l always 
cherish the warm reception of 
her home town audience. Her 
tours took her across Canada 
and the United States several 
times and to many cities of 
Europe. Perhaps her m o s t 
memorable experience came 
when she was asked to play for 
Paderewski. She recalls being 
extremely nervous and t h a t 
just before it was time for her 
to play her hands went quite 
numb. Paderewski, sensing her 
plight, c a l m e d her by saying 
that he had had some cham
pagne for lunch and i t had af
fected his ears; "By the time 
your hands are better", he 
said, "my ears wil l be too". 
This eased the strain and Ger
trude Green went on to give one 
of her most stirring perfor
mances. 

This talented artist now re
sides at Victoria, British Col
umbia, sti l l plays well and likes 
to reminisce about her many 
adventures in the performing 
arts especially around her old 
home town. 
A MUSICAL FAMILY 

We have already mentioned 
two other fine singers from St. 
Thomas ~ the Medlyn broth
ers, and a few further com
ments should be made concern-

Quartet.with himself, his broth
er William, Edward Caughell 
and W i l l i a m Williams. And 
more recently, still helping to 
develop Canadian vocal talent, 
he taught and was therefore 
instrumental in baritone Harley 
Koyle's success in winning the 
Rose Bowl in the St. Thomas 
Rotary Festival 1967, and he 
also trained Mr. Wildgust, bari
tone, who is currently having 
fine success at Philadelphia. 

The Medlyn home is an in
spired music centre with James 
his wife and daughter Grace, 
a tine contralto and excellent 
accompanist. With Mrs. Med
lyn and Mr. and Mrs. Laws and 
then- daughter Penelope, he 
presented a most charming con
cert in honor of Canada's Cen
tennial at the Thomas Manor
ial , Alma College, April 10, 
1967. James Medlyn brings the 
dream of the celestial power of 
music to the hearts and minds 
of many, after the manner of 
the Music Masters of Europe. 

UNIQUE CONTRIBUTIONS 
Certainly something must be 

said regarding two fine local 
organizations which have con
tributed to opera and music in 
general over the years. The 
first, by bringing famous perr 
sonalities and performances to 
the area, thereby giving young 
and old the opportunity of see
ing and hearing fine talent; the 
second, by conducting annual 
Music Festivals, open to all, 
giving budding talent the im
petus to fulfil l their lausical as
pirations. 

The St. Thomas Evening Mu-
-laoi 

great operatic artists were to 
follow as guests of the Club in
cluding in igs.S Jan Peerce and 
Martha Lipton, Ebe Stignani of 
La S c a 1 a 1949, Thomas L. 
Thomas in 1949 and 1952 and 
since t h e n Canadians J o n 
Vickers, Teresa Stratas and 
Jan R u b e s . Annual perfor
mances by Canadian Opera 
Companies have also been fea
tured since 1960 and i t should 
be noted that in 1948 the Royal 
Conservatory of Music Opera 
School made its first appear
ance outside Toronto with the 
presentation of "Hansel and 
Gretel". The St. Thomas Even
ing Music Club has made a tre
mendous impact in fostering 
good music in Elgin County. 

The St. Thomas Rotary Club's 
Music Festival had its incep
tion in 1952 when over 300 en
tries were registered in tiie 
various musical events and 
classifications. The number of 
entries has grown to over 700 
this year. The purpose of the 
annual festival is to promote 
music in the schools especially 
of Elgm County and to provide 
scholarships to winners as an 
incentive to continue their mu

sical studies. Prizes are donat
ed by local businessmen, school 
boards and service organiza
tions. Vocal and instrumental] 
talent from all parts of thei 
county and outside the county i 
also take part in the Festivals 
and several promising careersi 
have been launched in the past 
few years. But much more im-l 
portant, the Festival gives to? 
anĵ one who wishes, the oppor-J 
tunity to perform in public and! 
the chance of winning a schol-1 
arship to help further theiri 
musical education. \ 

Both the Evening Music Club 
and the Rotary Music Festival 
deserve accolades for the work 
they have done over the years 
and continue to do in promot
ing the opportunities for young 
people to see and hear fme! 
musical presentations and takes 
part in music competitions,! 
They have made a unique conh. 
tribution to the people of Elgin| 
County in the appreciation ofj 
the participation in good music,| 
Indeed, they wil l surely r a n ^ 
among the chief forces in pro«;' 
viding Elgin County's contribu?j 
tions to opera and good musi<^ 
in the future. i 

Children Wear Potato Sacks^ 
Carry Bananas and Flowers! 

NEW YORK (AP) - Children 
in potato sacks, carrying ba
nanas and flowers and waving 
a "Draft George Hamilton" sign 
and pronouncing "Love" held a 

-pe£'.:*-^t»jr- do mo ne i,t^aUe«~ifeJ»a' 

per and plastic before, but neveri 
gunny sacks. J 

The c h i l d r e n participate*^ 
Thursday as the New York Cou-j 
ture Group was holding its presi 
previews and were poking furf 
at>«dolescaals. . i 



and oratorio tenor. His vocal 
talents were discovered at an 
early age by Mr. E. H. Smith, 
the organist at the Church of 
Christ's Disciples, St. Thomas. 
He studied for eight years un
der the late George Carrie and 
then entered and won first 
prize at the Toronto Exposi
tion and foEowed this achieve
ment by taking first prize at 
the Eisteddfod in Hamilton, On
tario, and then winning the cov
eted Rose Bowl at the Strat
ford Music Contest. He has giv
en many concerts and oratorios 
over the y e a r s and has per
formed as featured soloist at 
both the Trinity and K n o x 
Churches in St. Thomas. In
cluded among his most memor
able concerts were the works 
"Messiah", "Seven L a s t 
Words", "E l i j ah" , and the "St. 
Matthew's Passion" all sung at 
St. Thomas. He also sang 
"Judas Maccabaeus" at Scran-
ton, Pennsylvania, and has had 
tjhe distinction of singing with 
the accompaniment of the great 
Canadian conductor. Sir Ern
est MacMiUan. 

James Medlyn has always 
been community music con
scious and has organized suc
cessful choirs at Wallacetown 
and Dutton and in 1925 the St. 
Thomas Men's Choir and twen
ty - four years later the Ladies' 
Choir. Another of his popular 
tfforts was the Medlyn M a l e 

by Mrs. J . C. Smith with three 
objectives; to foster the love of 
music, to enco'jrage students of 
music to continue then: studies, 
to give music lovers of the city 
and county an opportunity of 
meeting socially and profession
ally to discuss and study music. 
The organization has grown 
from eight members to 800 and 
there is no way of knowing just 
how much it has done to fos
ter good music in the area ex
cept to say that this area is one 
of the most musical in Ontario. 
Originally, the members them
selves gave a number of recit
als, some of them conducted by 
George Carrie, but by the mid 
30's the Club had grown to such 
a size that i t was decided to 
bring in professional artists and 
have Community Concerts. The 
first concerts were held in Mc-
Laehlin HaE, Alma College, in 
Trinity P a r i s h HaE, K n o x 
Church Hall and recently at the 
Central Elgin High School. 

Perhaps the 25tb anniversary 
of the Club was the most mem
orable. There was a pheno
menal ticket sale due to the fact 
that Jean Watson, the noted 
local contralo, who was then 
singing in New York and later 
sang with the Covent Garden 
Opera Company, had been en
gaged for this performance. The 
show was a tremendous success 
and Miss Watson was caEed 
back for several encores. Many 

fashion. 
But the love-in was a put-up 

job. The children—too young, 
too clean and too sweet to be 
hippies—were put on by Joseph 
Love, a children's clothing de
signer who has resorted to pa-
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Division Plans 
Coffee Break 

Queen Alexandria Division, 
362, GIA to the B. of L. E. (Lady 
Engineers) held their meeting 
in the Oddfellow - Rebekah 
Temple, Moore Street. The 
charter was draped for three 
of their members who passed 
away recently. 

The president, Mrs. Reg. 
Young, conducted the meeting 
and conveyed messages from 
grand officers, congratulating 
the president and the division 
on the excellent showing at the 
School of Instruction and Circuit 
Meeting held on June 20. The 
division welcomed their new 
member Mrs. M. W. Osbom. 

Suggestions for the faE activi
ties included a coffee break in 
September; a card party in Oc
tober; a Christmas supper and 
a ticket draw at the Decemiber 
meeting. The next meeting wi l l 
be held on Tuesday, August 1. 

BLOOMERiS INCLUDED 
Later the Now Generation in

dicated it was ready to wash up 
for the debutante set. They ap
peared in dainty white and 
pastel voiles as well as dotted 
Swiss, r u f f l e d and biered, 
sometimes t h e y wore fancy 
matching bloomers. 

For the wee world to be 
mimicking their adults at aU 
was a fashion switch. In seasons 
paist mothers. Eke Baby Snooks, 
have been imitating the ward
robe styles of their infant daugh
ters. 

Bloomer d r e s s e s , chained 
sweater dresses, disposable pa
per costumes, sack dresses and 
scissor dresses—all the styles 
Which fashion writers have seen 
here for the mature woman-
had been scaled down by de
signer Love for the Lilliputians. 

The little girls differed from 
then- fashionable mothers in one 
respect, however. Tots' skirts 
were invariable longer. 

Washington Communi ty Opera Company in " C a r m e n . " Marguer i te Sylva as Carmen, Otaker M a r o k as Jose. 
In thm foreground Edouard A lb ion , generol director; W i l l e n von der W a i l , chorusmaster; A rno ld Voipe, con

ductor , and Chqrles Tr ier , stage director. 


