
Quadraplegic develops powered 
Seventeen years as a quad-

rapelgic, facing the incon
veniences and awkwardness 
of a world built for the phy
sically able, have left tiieir 
liiî piressiion' rai P e t e r iMc-
Tague. 

However, McTague—-a 41-
year-old London, Ontario, re

sident—has not been dismay
ed or defeated by his exper
ience. Instead, he views it 
ivith an optimism and an in
ventiveness which have bene
fitted him and are on the 
verge of benefitting otiier 
physically disabled persons. 

McTague is an inventor of 

sorts w h a - ^ t h the help of 
a friend, Ross Wilson — has 
comibmed some basic electri
cal components into unique 
concept for a small lift or 
elevator that can be used by 
disabled persons. From this 
basic design, he has built a 
'"porohMt" to raise a per
son in a wheelchair from 
ground level to the top of a 
porch and a "bedlift" to help 
a disabled person from his 
bed to his wheelchair and 
vice-vers a. 

The prototype porchlift was 
completed recently and was 
installed tliis week at 107 
Alma Street where Han-y 
Anderson, a 15 - year - old 
youngster witti muscular dys
trophy, has had his prob
lems m the past getting uip 
and dawn the front steps of 
his home. 
GIFT FROM KIWANIS 

The pordhlift for Harry is 
a gift of tlie St. Thomas Ki-
wanis Club through its crip
pled children's committee. 

" I thmk it's going to be all 
right," said Harry—trying to 
hide his enthusiasm — when 
asked this week how he liked 
the newly-installed lift-

B a s i c a 11 y, the 1ft is a 
four foot by five foot steel 
platform raised and lowered 
on a screw jack operated by 
two one-'tenth horsepower mo
tors. Electrical power is sup
plied by an outside wall soc
ket and the lift is controlled 
by a simple s\^tch* on a re
taining rail on the platform. 

It sounds simple enough, 
but it wasn't until McTague 
came along that anyone both
ered to design or build a mo
del specifically for disabled 
persons. Hydraulic industrial 
lifts which are much heavier-
and not considered as safe 
have been pressed into ser
vice in the past. 

The lift is the outcome of a 
swipming accident which 



lifting devices to assist other 

GETTING A LIFT—Harry Anderson, 15, of 107 Alma Street, operates an eleclnc porchlift 
designed for persons who are physically disabled. The porchlift being used by Harry, who 
has muscular dystrophy, is the prototype model designed by a London quadraplegic, Peter 
McTague, and built by a friend, Ross Wilson. McTague (m background, above) believes the 
porchlift and another apparatus he has designed-a bedlift—will help disalbled persons return 
home from hospitals quicker. McTague and Wilson have started their own company, Tag-

will Lifts, to manufacture the lifts. — (T.-J. Photo). 



disobled persons 
took place 17 years ago. While 
diving, McTague broke his 
neck on a submerged object 
and the mishap left him a 
quadrapalegic — unable to 
use either his arms or legs. 

The next 10 years were 
spent in a hospital because, 
as McTague explains: " I 
couldn't get in or out of bed 
by myself. If I had been able 
to, I would have been out ear
lier." 

While m the hospital, he de
signed a rudimentary bedlift 
and hired a man to construct 
it. 

And, finally he was releas
ed from the hospital. At home 
at 170 Springbank Drive, he 
then found that the ramip he 
used to reach his porch from 
the ground was unsafe — he 
fell from it a couple of times 
— and began discussing a 
poixhlift with Ross Wilson, a 
retired railroader who lives 
at 165 Springbok. 

That was two years ago and 
today, after pooling their ad
mittedly small resources, the 
pair have formed a company, 
Tagwill l i f ts , and plan to go 
into limited production of per
haps six lifts at a time. 

"Hfe's the brains and I'm 
the legs," says Wilson. 

Their philosophy — if not 
the men themselves — is un
like that of most business
men. 

"We hope to make a living 
on this, but we've got some
thing else as important to 
do," says McTague. "We've 
got to get these people (other 
p a r a p l e g i c s ) home, get 
them out of the hospitals." 

And, he b e l i e v e s that 

through the use of apparatus 
such as the porchlift and bed-
lift "you'll find a lot more 
people living at home." 

Similarly unbusinesslike is 
the pair's attitude towards 
their product: they want to 
keep improving it , without 
getting frilly, and continue to 
lower the price. 

The porchUft now sells for 
approximately $650, thfe bed-
lift for $350. 

"We hwpe eventualy they'll 
be a lot cheaiper," says "Mc
Tague. 


