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LONDON - This is not what 
you would call your urban 
renewal. 

The task ahead of the museum 
of Indian Archaeology is the ex
cavation and on-site reconstruc
tion of a Neutral Indian village 
that flourished 500 years ago on 

the city's northwest side. 
It is a project unique in 

Canada, expected to keep 
thousands of inquisitive visitors 
returning for more after the 

museum opens the doors of its 
new, $600,000 home here May 21. 

And, Col. Tom Lawson said 
Monday in an interview, " I t is a 
dream come true." 

TOOLMAKER — Using traditional method to fashion blade from 
flint. Bil l Fox prepares knife for demonstration Monday at 
museum of Neutral Indian conservor lifestyle. Mr. Fox is culture 
and recreation ministrv's regional director. — (T-J Photo). 

Progress ravages 
prehistory finds 
locally, in area 

LONDON (Staff) - Deve
lopment is gobbling up On
tario's prehistory at an alar
ming rate, the executive dir
ector of The Museum of In 
dian Archaeology here says. 

And a museum survey of 
Elgin has found the situation 
in the county cause for no 
less concern. 

As many as one in five ar-
cheological sites in the pro
vince has been partly or 
wholly destroyed, Dr. Wil
liam Finlayson told repor
ters Monday during a tour of 
the institution's new quarters 
to open May 21. 

"They are disappearing at 
an alarming rate and some
thing has to be done to sal
vage this," he said. 

In Elgin, approximately 30 
of the 150 sites the museum 
had discovered since 1977 
have been disturbed. 

The museum attempts to 
convince London developers 
to notify the institution if a 
site is uncovered, to allow ar-
cheologists the opportunity 
to excavate. But no legisla

tion now makes notification 
mandatory. 

The 500-year-old site of a 
Neutral Indian village adja
cent to the museum's new 
building is safe from destruc
tion — Doth the site and the 
building are situated on 
lands donated in 1969 to the 
University of Western On
tario by Col. Tom Lawson 
and the family of a deceased 
neighbor, Col. Jack Small-
man. 

The village site was dis
covered in the early 1920s 
after Col. Lawson's father, 
Ray, later appointed lieuten
ant-governor of Ontario from 
1946 to 1952, invited federal 
government archeologists to 
he farm he bought in 1921. 

The site was locally storied 
to exist. 

Dr. Finlayson said four-
fifths of the site has survived 
undistrubed. 

But while a burial ground 
is thought to lie within one to 
1.5 kilometres, it remains 
lost. Dr. Finlayson said it is 
possible the site has been 
destroyed by development. 



in site 
ish 

It has been 12 years since he 
and the family of a deceased 
neighbor, Col. Jack Smallman, 
donated the site to the Universi
ty of Western Ontario. The 
museum is an affiliate of UWO. 

" I had to get that out of temp
tation's way, in case I went 
broke," Col. Lawson, museum 
vice-president, joked. 

With their wooded hi l ls 
overlooking the nearby con
fluence of Snake Creek and the 
Medway River, the lands would 
have been anyone's choice for 
residential subdivision. New 
housing has sprung up nearby. 

But the name of the new 
museum facility testifies to the 
interest of Col. Lawson's family 
in preservation of the site on 
their farm: the Lawson-Jury 
Building honors the family, 
long-time supporters of the 
museum, and friend Dr. W. 
Wilfrid Jury, founder of the in
stitution in 1926. 

Dr. Jury, now 90 years of age 
and suffering the effects of a 
stroke 18 months ago, played a 
pivotal role in the donation. He 
also devised the plan for the con
struction of the museum's 
building adjacent to the site. 

The 15 ,000 - square - f oo t 
building is to house a gallery 
displaying artifacts from the ex-
c a v a t i o n a n d f r o m t h e 
museum's existing collection, 
much of it acquired by Dr. Jury 
over a 50-year period, and 
travelling exhibitions. Opening 
exhibition is a show of 155 Inuit 
prints assembled by The Na
tional Museum of Man. 

>3ie building also is home to 
l̂ie museum's researchers and 

administration. 
REMADE VILLAGE 

/ It was designed by London ar-
. chitect Wilfrid B. Lamb to co

exist with the reconstructed 
village — buried in massive 
earth berms topped by a 
palisade, the building reflects 
the rising walls of a nearby pro
ject. 

Reporters toured the facility 
Monday. 

With an annual $350,000 
operating budget, to be financed 
through grants and an endow
ment fund, the museum has set 
itself to wui a far-ranging 
reputation. 

Dr. Jury already is well-
known for his construction of an 
Indian village near Midland and 
for the e x c a v a t i o n and 
reconstructions of Sainte Marie 
among the Hurons and Fort 
Penetanguishene. 

Since 1973, the museum also 
has participated in the excava
tion and analysis of the Draper 
site, a 16th century Huron town 
on the site of the proposed 
Toronto International Airport at 
Pickering. 

The largest archeological pro-

I N THE LAB - Tom Arnold, UWO archeo
logy student working on dig at Neutral Indian 
village site neighboring museum's new build

ing, catalogues artifact in laboratory. Ex
cavation and on-site reconstruction of the 500-
year-old site is expected to be a 50-year task. 
- ( T - J Photo). 

ect in Canada, the work at 
'ickering has involved more 

than 200 persons. To cope with a 
mass of archeological data, the 
museum developed what i t calls 
the most sophisticated system in 
Canada for computer processing 
the information. 

The work continues in the 
back rooms of the museum's 
new building, where signs taped 
on doors and windows soliciting 
donations for certain pieces of 
equipment also testify to the 
institution's need to continue 
capital fund-raising. 
50 YEARS WORK 

Dr. William Finlayson, ex
ecutive director of the institu
tion since 1976, said Monday ex
cavation of the five-acre Neutral 
Indian village is expected to 
take up to 50 years. The object is 

to demonstrate the process to 
the public while uncovering in
formation which is expected to 
provide a valuable insight into 
the Neutral society just before 
the ^ginnings of contact with 
Europeans. 

The vUlage was occupied by 
1,000 persons for what is believ
ed to have been a 30-year period 
before the agrarian Neutrals 
moved on. 

The Neutral peoples have long 
since disappeared, assimilated 
by others. 

Dr. Finlayson said opening of 
the new museum building marks 
an important step in the 
development of the institution, 
previously spread throughout 
the UWO campus. 

"For the past five years, we 
were working out of four or five 

separate locations," be said 
Monday in an interview. " I t was 
just spread out all over the 
place. I t was a very difficult way 
to operate a museum effective
l y . " 

The new building is to be open
ed by Lt.-Gov. John Aird. 
SLATED HOURS 
-The gallery and village ŝ te 

begin their scheduled hours of 
operation May 22: the gallery is 
to open noon to 5 p.m. Tuesdays 
through Saturdays with a late 
opening 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Wednesdays, the Village is to 
open 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. weekdays 
and 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. weekends 
to Labor Day. 

The two are located on At-
t a w a n d a r o n R o a d o f f 
Wonderland Road south of 
Highway 22. 


