
World's oldest moto catching on following 
Photos and story 

By BRIAN WILSDON 
The oldest motorcycle sport 

in the world is finally catching 
on in St. Thomas land other 
parts of Canada. * 

Three-quarters of a century 
ago in England, when testing 
the design of motorcycles, it 
was observed that some riders 

were more capable than others 
at manipulating bikes at ex
tremely slow speeds and in, 
difficult situations. 

This was the origin of Old 
English Trials, driving over 
obstacles. Now it is referred to 
as Observed Trials, or just 
plain 'trials'. 

The sport has been extreme

ly popular in England, main
land Europe and California. 

Three years ago in St. 
Thomas, Wayne Woloschuk 
was probably the only adher
ent to the sport, but now there 
are about 20 enthusiasts 
locally. 
LOCAL SUCCESS 

Perhaps the success of local 
members has had something to 

DELICATE BALANCE — 
Wayne Woloschuk of St. 
Thomas tr ies a balance 
pract ice routine on his 
motorcycle which is designed 

especially for 'trials' or slow--
speed driving over obstacles. 
Wayne, 22, is ranked fourth in 
Canada in the expert category. 

and was the initial adherent of 
the sport locally, which now 
has about 20 enthusiasts. (T-J 
Photo). 



frcycle competi^jp^s 
success of local riders 
do with it. Wayne is ranked 
fouiih in Canada in the expert 
category, and Bob Wardle, of 
168 St. George Street'where the 
local riders usually practice, is 
highly rated in the province in 
the senior category. 

In competition, the object of 
the sport is to ride over a 
number of objects, without 
stopping or putting down a foot. 
Each section is worth 5 points, 
and if the rider stops or falls in 
one section he loses the total of 
five points for that section, but 
if he just dabs (scrapes a foot 
without stopping) he would 
only lose three points. Each 
competition varies in terms of 
difficulty, and of course 
weather conditions would also 
be a factor. The average 
speeds attained in the barriers 
are from zero to eight miles per 
houi". 

The bikes a re specially 
adapted for the obstacle 
driving. They have a low tor
que and small horsepower 

''like a tractor," says Wayne. 
The steering angle is sharper 

and they have a higher ground 
clearance. The 200 pound bikes 
also have extra soft suspen
sion, and a skid plate for 
protection below the engine. 

The main factor is con
trolling the bikes over ob
stacles is "throttle control," 
having the feeling of precisely 
when to give or let up on the^ 
gas. 
GOOD BALANCE 

The driver huiiself has to 
have a good sense of balance 
and be fairly strong and agile. 
He drives standing up. Helmets-
are optional, but only a few 
riders wear them. They are 
special designs with the open 
ear, as it is essential for the 
riders to be able to hear when 
the engine is about to stall. 

The advantages of this sport 
are obvious. 

It is quiet, and therefore 
t rai ls riding in someone's 

backyard will not disturb 
neighbors. 

The special, two-ply tires,"-
with extra rubber for maxi
mum traction, don't damage 
the terrain. 

The bikes are economical, 
about $1300, and no insurance 
or licence plates are required, 
since it is a sport confined to a 
small space like a backyard. 

Because of the maneuver
ability of the machines, the 
rider can get into rugged ter
rain, where no other motorized 
vehicles don't have access. 
GOOD EXERCISE 

For the keen rider, it is a 
good form of physical exercise, 
as well as recreation. 

The fii-st trials competition in 
Elgin Coimty this year will be 
held at the Otter Valley track 
at Richmond on April 9. 

Wayne will be one of the, 10 
Canadian riders to be partici
pating in the first North Ameri
can indoor trials at Montreal 
this weekend. 

I NEASY KIDER — Bob 
Wardle takes a rare spill while 
practising a climb over a log on 
his property at 178 St. George 

St., a popular practice spot for 
the ' t r ia ls ' r iders in St. 
Thomas. During a competition, 

the five points for a section are 
lost if the rider stops and puts 
his foot down. (T-J Photo). 


