
Van's Auto Service truly a family busines^i^ 
The new Van's Auto Service 

located at 82 First Avenue, at 
Chestnut Street, is indeed a 
family affair. 

The business is run by Art 
Van Dolder of 22 First Avenue. 

His sons Rick and Albert work 
full-time at the shop, Mr. Van 
Dolder's wife, Jenny, takes 
care of the books, two of his 
daughters keep the station 
clean,and his future son-in-law 

pumps gas part-time. 
Mr. Van Dolder intends to 

get more of his children involv
ed in the business eventually. 
Four work for him currently, 
the other six he hopes will get 

) BRAKE JOB — Art Van Dold
er , owner of the new Van's 

Auto Service, 82 First Avenue 
at Chestnut Street, installs 

brake shoes on a car brought 
into his shop. (T.-J. Photo). 

their turns. 
When asked how he likes to 

work daily with his sons, Mr. 
Van Dolder said: "I really en
joy it. I get along good with the 
boys". 

Van's Auto Service opened 
about six weeks ago at the for
mer location (rf Alpine Automo
tive Service. 

Mr. Van Dblder is a licensed 
mechanic and body man, but 
the shop does not currently do 
body work. 

Albert tends to the gas bar, 
pnd Rick is a third-term 
mechanic apprentice. 

The Van Dolder's do general 
tuneups, brakes, exhausts, oil 
and filter changes and grease 
jobs. They work on North 
American as well as foreign 
cars. 

Van's lias a scope for tune
ups and does high-speed, on-
car, wheel balancing. 

Uniroyal tires and Supertest 
products are available at the 
auto service shop, as well as 
regular, super and no lead BP 
gasolini 

The Shop is also equipped 
with afoleasant waiting room 
for thofe who wish to remain at 
the station while an oil or filter 
cliange or grease job is being 
done. 

'They (customers) can wait 
here in comfort while their car 
is being serviced," Mr. Van 
Dolder said. 

Previous to opening the sta
tion, Mr. Van Dolder was a 
mechianic for a local car deal-
erslAp for eight years. During 
this time, he was schooled on 

car changes by the factories. 
Before working for the deal

ership, Mr. Van Dolder had his 
own service station. 

He said the opening of the 
Talbotville Ford plant drained 
him of his employees, and he 
had to shut down. 

This time he waited until his 
sons were old enough to work 
for him, and now he feels he 
,has help he can count on. 

The Van Dolder family has 
lived in St. Thomas for the past 
25 years. Before moving here, 
they were residents of D r e s 
den, Ont. 

The auto service 's gas 
pumps are open from 7:30 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. six days a week. The 
service shop is open from 8 
a.m. to 5p.m., five days a week 
and from 8 a.m. to noon Satur
day. 
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