
The Way It Was 
Elephant's dea^^^^ 
brought city laihe 

ByBOBPADDON It has been dead and gone for close to 100 years but still remembered. More than that a legend. It is an elephant, the greatest and largest elephant ever to walk the face of the earth — at least that was P. T. Bamum's claim. His name, of course, was Jumbo. Jumbo, as nearly every born-and-bred St. Thomasite will tell you, died in St. lliomas. Jumbo's death, no matter what the history books or the educators may say, is the greatest event to ever happen in St. Thomas. Hours after the great beast was run down by a westbound freight train, number 88, on the Grand Trunk Lines on September 15,1885, the name of St. Thomas was heard across North America and Europe. No other event in the city's history has stirred so much notoriety. Jumbo had been the centre piece of Barnum's Greatest Show on Earth. The beast, to this day, is considered to be the largest ever held in captivity by man. DETAILS VARY The exact details of his death vary. The story, as told by some and, especially by the Grand Trunk Line, when Bamum was suing for $100,000 to cover damages, was that the elephant charged the freight train as it innocently travelled throi^h the night. Another version, and probably closer to the fact, is that the elephant was caught off guard and run down while trying to outrun the freight train. After Jumbo had appeared in the closing act of the circus staged in St. Thomas, the loading crews started to work, either ignoring or unaware of a freight train that was scheduled to pass, non-stop, through the town. The elephant was being led across the railyard to its private car, when the freight came barrelling into town. TRIED TO RUN Instead of running off the track and down a slight incline the beast elected to outrun the train. It didn't. When machine and beast collided, witnesses claim it was the greatest scream ever heard outside of the jungle. The incident brought instant fame, or infamy, to St. Thomas. Some residents did not welcome the notoriety. For some reason people associated the blame for Jumbo's death with the town itself. James Coyne, a St. Thomas historian, would sarcastically remark 30 years after the accident. "St. Thomas? Oh yes, that's wliere Jumbo was killed." But that's the way it was 92 years ago. 


