
St. Thomas beech tree earns / 
places on Ontario honSr /cftl ^ 

The copper beech tree on the 
front lawn of Archie Camp
bel l ' s house on Rosebery 
Place isn't your average tree. 

Since 1976, the tree has been 
on the Ontario Forestry Asso
ciation's honor roll of trees, an 
honor bestowed on trees which 
are the largest of their species 
in Ontario or have historical 
significance. 

"It is the largest known 
beech tree in Ontario," said 
Steve Willis, a forester with 
the ministry of natural re
sources in Aylmer. 

"There could be a larger 
beech t ree in somej jody 's 
backyard but they might not 
know it." , 

Mr. Campbel l was not 
aware that the tree was on an 
"honor roll", but said if. has 
stirred considerable interest 
over the years. 

"It 's reputed to be the larg
est in the country, and probab
ly North America," he said. 
"I t ' s pretty well known. Peo
ple have come from all over 
the country to look at it ." 
NOMINATED FOR ROLL 

Mr. Willis said the tree was 
nominated for the honor roll 
by a David Brown of London 
but he did not know Mr. 
Brown's address. 

Tracking down the correct 
David Brown would be a little 
difficult since there are eight 
listed in the London directory. 

However, Mr. Willis said the 
Campbe l l ' s copper beech 
earned 267 points, on different 
measures, when being consid
ered for the honor roll. 

ITie tree is 80 feet high, has a 
girth of 13 feet, eight inches, 
and a diameter of 52.2 inches 
(four and a half feet) above 
the ground. 

The average crown spread 
is 92 feet or, as Mr. Willis ex
plains "if you climbed up the 
tree it would be 92 feet from 
one tip of a branch to the other 
t ip ." 
250 YEARS OLD 

Mr. Campbell said "some 

fellow from Niagara Fa l l s" 
took some measurements of 
the tree about 15 years ago 
and determined it was about 
250 years old. 

It is located in front of the 
house at 42 Rosebery Place, 
which Mr. Campbell owns, 
and which he estimates is over 
130 years old. 

"It would appear the house 
was built somewhere around 
1850 and was built knowing the 
tree was there ," said Mr. 
Campbell. 

Mr. Willis agrees that the 
tree is at least 260 years old, 
but says it was probably 
planted at the time the house 
was built. 

"I think they built the house 
and then planted the t ree ," he 
said. "When they built the 
house it would have been bush. 
They would have cleared it, 
then planted some t rees ." 

The copper beech is native 
to England and Europe, and 
any in Ontario would have 
been planted by settlers, he 
said. 

LARGEST OF ITS SPECIES - The tree in 
the above photo, a copper beech, has been 
on the Ontario Forestry Association's 
honor roll of trees since 1976. It is located 
in front of a house at 42 Rosebery Place, 

owned by Archie Campbell, and is esti
mated to be 250 years old. The tree is 80 
feet high and has a girth of 13 feet, eight 
inches. (T-J Photo). 


