
RELAXING — John Davidson, above, is 
shown relaxing during his 90th birthday. He , 

spent a long, distinguished career in the legal 
profession. . ^ . rlQ , 



Many years of legal service 
They say you are only as 

old as you feel and if actions 
can be taken as an indica
tion, John Barrett Davidson 
must have been the youngest 
95-year-old practising lawyer 
in history. 

Mr. Davidson, the oldest 
and l o n g e s t - p r a c t i s i n g 
lawyer in Ontario and per
haps in North America, re
tired from his St. Thomas 
law practice in 1958 at the 
ripe old age of 95 years. 

To that point he had sel
dom missed a day of woric at 
the 386 Talbot Street office he 
shared with his son, Barrett 
R. Davidson, and he had 
never suffered a serious i l 
lness in his long life. 

Questioned about his 
health on his 91st birthday in 
1954, Mr. Davidson reported 
that " I ' v e enjoyed re
markably good health . . . l 
have never even had a 
stomach ache". 

He attributed much of his 
healthful vigor and longevity 
to a full yet moderate life
style. He said he had never 
been afraid of hajd work or 
long hours but when he did 
take time to pursue re
creational activities, he 
knew how to relax. 

A keen sports enthusiast, 
Mr. Davidson had been a 
baseball fan since his school 
days in the Belmont area and 
as a young man he became 
an ardent golfer, one of the 
first in the city and a charter 
member of the St. Thomas 
Golf and Country Club. 

He golfed on the first links 
in St. Thomas, located in 
what is now Pinafore Park, 
and later on the municipal 
course east of the city in the 
Timken Industrial area. He 
was also one of early golf 
club members responsible 
for acquiring the land and es
tablishing the 18-hole course 
at Union. 

For years, Mr. Davidson 
played that course on a 
regular basis, most often in 
the company of his cronies 
Dr. James D. Curtis, Dr. F. 
0. Lawrence and William 
Agnew, business manager of 
The Times-Journal. 

A son of one of Elgin Coun
ty's early pioneer families, 
Mr. Davidson was born at the 
pioneer Whittacker farm on 
the shores of Lake Whittaker 
April 9, 1863 to Samuel and 
Annie (Greer) Davidson. 

The family later moved to 
the old Calvin Brown farm in 
South Dorchester and from 
there to the pioneer village of 
Belmont where Mr. David
son attended elementary 
school. 

He had many fond child

hood memories of playing 
along the picturesque shores 
of Lake Whittaker and skat
ing on the ice in the winter. 
Mr. Davidson recalled that 
skates in those days were no 
more than steel blades 
fastened to wooden frames 
which were then screwed in
to the soles of his cowhide 
shoes or boots. 

In those days Lake Whit
taker was a popular summer 
resort where boats were 
hired out and other picnic 
facilities were availab e. On 
fine summer weekends num
erous picnic parties would 
arrive from places such as 
IngersoU and Woodstock, 
driving up in large, horse-
drawn carry-alls. 

During his school days in 
Belmont he developed his in
terest in baseball, recalling 
one occasion when a senior 
London team came to play an 
exhibition game in Belmont 
and introduced the "curve-
ball" pitch to the area. Little 
Johnnie Davidson was as
signed to stand behind the 
London pitcher and report 
whether the ball actually 
curved. He declared that i t 
did. 

Af ter complet ing the 
eighth grade, he tried his 
high school admittance ex
aminations and was accept
ed for secondary education, 
something which required 
considerable ambition and 
determination in those days 
when secondary schools 
were not plentiful and admit
tance was restricted. 
CONTINUED EDUCATION 

Between 1879 and 1891 Mr. 
Davidson attended the old 
Col legiate I n s t i t u t e in 
Hamilton and then returned 
to complete his secondary 
education at St. Thomas Col
legiate Institute. 

Encouraged by his parents 
he continued on to university 
by then with the definite goal 
in mind of entertaining the 
legal profession. 

After high school he had 
articled with St. Thomas 
lawyer J . M. Glenn before 
going on to Osgoode Hall in 
Toronto to study law. 

As a senior law student he 
articled with the Toronto law 
firm of Smellie, McCrae and 
Kenyon and when that term 
was completed he returned 
to establish his own firm in 
St. Thomas. 

Mr. Davidson made law 
practice his life work turning 
down a judgeship on more 
than one occasion and stead
fastly refusing to enter 
politics. 

Although he would not run 
for political office, he formed 

part of the backbone of the 
Elgin Liberal Association for 
more than half a century. 

The Liberal of the old 
school of political thought, he 
acted as counsellor to the 
party and served terms as 
)resident of the West Elgin 
Jberal Association and the 

St. Thomas association. 
POLICE MAGISTRATE 

For three years, between 
1899 and 1902, Mr. Davidson 
was police magistrate for St. 
Thomas, a position he took on 
temporarily to replace W. J . 
White. The orignal three-
month appointment stretch
ed into three years but at the 
end of that time he declined 
to take on the position on a 
permanent basis. 

" I t was about the longest 
temporary police magis
tracy on record," he recalled 
laughingly during a 1958 in
terview. "But-1 preferred my 
legal practice. That has held 
more interest for me than 
anything else. . . I was not in
terested in continuing as 
magistrate or becoming a 
judge; nor did I have politi
cal aspirations . . . I am very 
well satisfied with the course 
I have pursued in sticking 
strictly to the practice of 
law." 

Mr. Davidson.enjoyed the 
distinction of being a King's 
Counsel during the reigns of 
George V, Edward V I I I and 
George VI and then Queen's 
Counsel in the reign of E l i 
zabeth I I . 

EARLY DRIVER 
Mr. Davidson was also an 

enthusiastic motorist in the 
early days of the "horseless 
carriage''. He was one of the 
first professional men of St. 
Thomas to buy and drive an 
automobile while horse-and-
buggy addicts were still 
predicting that it was a pass-
mg fad which would soon go 
out of style. 

He married the former An
nie C. Risdon and had two 
sons, both whom pleased him 
by following in his footsteps. 
While Barrett went into prac
tice with his father, esta
blishing the f irm of David
son, Huron C. Davidson open
ed an independent f irm in 
London. 

On his 95th birthday Mr. 
Davidson received a mes
sage from the Mutual Life 
Assurance Company of Can
ada which stated that he was 
their oldest living policy
holder, having taken out his 
insurance policy in 1886. 

He retired a few months 
before his 96th birthday and 
)assed away two years later 
n 1960 at the age of 98. 


