
A Kclic of Bygone Days, This Hearse Is 83 Years Oid 



lona Goroge Operator 
Plons to Build Museum 

lONA (Staff).—An 85-year-old 
hearse, a collection of ancient 
cars, a couple of fire engines and 
other relics of the past are to 
become part of a museum now 
being planned as a tourist at
traction by an lona service sta
tion operator. 

The hearse stands outside 
Fred Hurst's service station on 
No. 3 Highway where it has al
ready caused many a motorist to 
stop and examine the old ve
hicle. 

One does not have to use 
much imagination to place the 
hearse in its proper setting. 
Formerly used in a country dis
trict, the hearse has seen lots 
of Service but at the^jiame time 

itSJT'lyfettn'^^^TT~pfesel•ved"' and 
maintained. There will be many 
who will remember these vehi
cles still in use as they travelled 
slowly and sedately along the 
country roads. Holding on to the 
reins to guide the pair of sleek 
black horses would be the driver, 
perhaps the undertaker himself, 
while along behind would travel, 
either in buggies or on foot, the 
sorrowing relatives and friends 
of the deceased. 

The hearse, which was former
ly used in the Clifford district, 
is an ornate object and its 

carved features are a tribute to| 
the craftsmanship of the men 
who built it. The vehicle is fit
ted with hard rubber tires, plate 
glass windows, and five black 
crapes, the later being changed 
to white for funerals of child
ren. 

Not only has Mr. Hurst got 
the hearse, but also a child's 
casket, a roller used for trans
porting the coffin to and from 
the hearse, an embalming table 
and a casket stand. In the days 
when this hearse was in use, the 
undertaker used to do his em
balming on the spot and accord
ingly, carried his tools of his 
trade in the hearse itself. 

To Build Museum 

The_ hearse_wilLevenMallY-^t^ 
Iioiised along with the other . 
relics of bygone days in a 70 feet 
by 30 feet museum to be built 
later this year. 

Mr. Hurst began his unusual 
hobby about nine years ago in 
Seaforth when he bought a 
1906 Ford car. He reconditioned 
the old car and the interest it 
created led him to seek other 
itms to start a collection. 

A problem which arises with 
collections of this type is of 
obtaining of the necessary spare 
parts for repair and renovations. 
As these are no longer available 
through the usual channels, Mr. 
Hurst surmounts the difficulty 
by making them himself. He 
does not have a lathe but care
fully fashion the required parts 
entirely by hand. 

He takes great pains with his 
work and when he has finished 
there is little to suggest that 
the part for the 1906 car was 

actually made in 1956. 
News of Mr. Hurst's hobby 

has spread and he is known 
over a wide area for his unusual 
collection. People frequently 
contact Mr. Hurst when they 
hear of relics for sale which 
might be required for his col
lection. 

The oldest car in the collec
tion is a 1904 Kennedy. Although 
he is still reconditioning this 
vehicle, t l ^ engine operates 
well, and when the wheel spokes 
have been replaced it will be 
fully roadworthy. This car will 
be displayed in Windsor when it 
is completely renovated. 

Among the collection is a 1911 
Russell car, a 1923 Star, a 1914 
Overland, and a 1919 Model T. 
Ford. There is also a 1919 fire 
truck and a 1916 ladder fire 
truck. Mr. Hurst also has a 50-
year-old reaper and an old corn 


